
 

 

 I want to thank the members of 

the North Alabama DX Club with my 

deep sincere appreciation for those of 

you who volunteered your time to set 

up the museum for our annual ban-

quet and for the DX Booth.  Thanks go 

to those manning the DX Booth who 

had a great number of hams having 

QSL cards checked for DXCC and other 

various awards at the hamfest both on 

Saturday and Sunday. I also want to 

thank you who manned the Flea Mar-

ket table both Saturday and Sunday 

and those who helped make our ban-

quet flow smoothly.  For those who 

conducted a forum, I’m sure the audi-

ence recognized your dedication to the 

hobby as well and I applaud you. Our 

hard work this year was due to our 

members’ unwavering dedication to 

making both events successful this 

year and I greatly appreciate each of 

you very much.  

 With respect to the NADXC Ban-

quet on August 22, 2026, we had al-

most 120 guests and VIPs that attend-

ed our event.  To name a few, we had 

the Americal Radio Relay League 

(ARRL) President, Mr. Rick Roderick, 

K5UR and his wife, Holly; the ARRL 

CEO, David Minster, the ARRL First Vice 

President, Kristine McIntyre, K6WX; 

Rick Niswander, K7GM, ARRL Treasur-
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er & Second Vice President; Bob Inder-

bitzen, NQ1R, Director of Marketing & 

Innovation; and many ARRL Division 

Directors from the Hudson & South-

eastern Division to the Northwest Divi-

sion, Rocky Mountain Division, Pacific 

Division and many in between such as 

Delta Division.  It was a pleasure to 

have so many ARRL dignitaries in our 

midst that we could speak to and min-

gle with during our event.  We also had 

some big gun DXers from across the 

country, one as far away as Malawi, 

Africa. 

 I was particularly happy when 

Rick Roderirick shook my hand stating 

we had a great event. I also received 

comments from three fourths of those 

attending stated, “This is one of the 

best banquets we have been to. We 

will be back next year.”   I am glad we 

received a lot of positive feedback 

about the banquet, but we realize 

there is always room for improve-

ments.  If you have any suggestions or 

recommendations for improvements, 

please let the officers know.  

 I attended the ARRL National 

Dinner on Friday night at the Space 

and Rocket Center with my spouse 

where I saw a few of our members. 

This was a dinner fundraiser for educa-

tion. After dinner, an introductory re-
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mark from Kevin Beale, K8EAL and David Minster, 

ARRL CEO, was heard.  Next, we listened to a 

great program from Wayne Greene, KB4DSF, 

ARRL Director of Education and Learning.  The 

program focused on the ARRL Teachers Institute 

on Wireless Technology and how funding helps 

send teachers across the country to Newington, 

CT to learn about wireless equipment operation, 

live demos, and hands-on lessons on wireless 

technology for teachers to take back to the class-

room.  At this event, Mark Brown, N4BCD, on be-

half of the Huntsville Hamfest Committee, was 

awarded a plaque for hosting the National Con-

vention in Huntsville, AL this year. 

  The NADXC Nomination Committee has 

been selected.  If you are approached to run in 

2026 as an officer, please consider serving the 

club.  If you are interested in serving, please get 

with the nomination committee.  They were select-

ed at the August meeting.  I will introduce them on 

September 8 at our next meeting. They may have 

a few names already on their future officer list. 

 Regarding DX, Franz Josef Land, RI1FJL is 

currently active as I write this.  They have been 

easy to work on the higher bands apart from 10m.  

Low banders may be challenged to work them on 

the 80m and 160m bands due to solar activity. 

Another team will be there in September (next 

month) to also activate Franz Josef Land. I am 

hoping between the two teams, we will all be sat-

isfied working them on the bands and modes we 

need them on. 

 I hope to see all members at our next 

meeting. We will have a business meeting dis-

cussing lessons learned on whether we have any 

areas needing improvement as we look ahead to 

next year’s banquet and Hamfest activities.  Our 

program on September 8 will be by Dan Sullivan, 

W4DKS who will be bringing us a program about 

the Islands on the Air (IOTA) program. Please try to 

support Dan.  I am looking forward to learning 

more about this program, which I know very little 

about. 

 Our next meeting will be at the Signals Mu-

seum of Information Explosion, 1806, University 

Drive, 6:30 P.M.  on September 8.  I look forward 

to seeing our members in person. 

From the President 

(continued) 

About the NADXC 
   

2026 NADXC Officers and Directors 

President         Bruce Smith, AC4G 

Vice President     Fred Kepner, K3FRK 

Sec./Treasurer Jim Brown, W1WSF 

Directors  Chuck Lewis, N4NM 

   Mick Bell, N8AU 

   Bob DePierre, K8KI  
    

How to Join 

Come to a club meeting or send in an applica-

tion by mail (form on www.NADXC.org)   
  

Monthly Meetings 

Meetings are held at the Museum of Infor-

mation Explosion at 6:30pm on the 2nd Tues-

day of each month.  Participants can also join 

the meeting virtually via Zoom.  
  

This edition of The LongPath published by  Fred 

Kepner, K3FRK 

   

Volunteer Needed:  
LongPath Publisher 

   

NADXC is looking for one or more volun-

teers to take over publication of the 

LongPath.  Training and software can be 

provided.  Anyone interested should con-

tact Bruce, AC4G and/or Fred, K3FRK. 

https://www.nadxc.org/how-to-join-the-nadx-club/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87082991093?pwd=cEZyek9qcE5wbU1tdXVnSU5rcFdEdz09
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2026 NADXC Banquet Photos 

by Deb Bertram 
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2026 NADXC Banquet Sponsors 

The North Alabama DX Club would like to thank all of 

our 2026 banquet sponsors for their support. 

Grand Prize Sponsors 

Raffle Prize Sponsors 



 

 

Page 5           The LongPath                              September 2026     Volume 50 Issue 9 

Signals From the Past 

 This month’s feature is an excerpt from the March 1984 edition of the LongPath.  

Included is a letter from an NADXC member who was activating Kwajalein, Marshall Islands 

while on a work assignment. If you enjoy reading past issues of the LongPath, you can ac-

cess most issues from 2013 to present on the NADXC website.  

https://www.nadxc.org/front-page/
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Signals From the Past 

     

   

Upcoming NADXC Meeting 
   

Tuesday, September 8, 2026 

5:45 PM doors open / 6:30 PM start 
   
       

Program:  Islands on the Air Award 
Program Overview by Dan Sullivan, 

W4DKS 
     

Location:  Signals Museum of Infor-
mation Explosion, 1806 University 

Drive NW, Huntsville, AL  35801 and 

via Zoom  

www.W4DXCC.org 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87082991093?pwd=cEZyek9qcE5wbU1tdXVnSU5rcFdEdz09
https://www.w4dxcc.org/


 

 

Upcoming DX Contests 

by Chuck Lewis, N4NM 

 
   

 

 

Russian RTTY W Contest, (RTTY), 80 – 10M 

Sept. 5, 1200Z to Sept. 6, 1159Z 

Exchange: RST, serial # or Oblast 

See page 92, Sept. QST and        

www.contest.ru   

   
Worked All Europe (WAE) DX Contest (SSB) 80 -

10M 

Sept 12, 0000Z to Sept 13, 2359Z 

Exchange: RST plus Serial No. 

See page 92, Sept. QST and www.darc.de   

 

   
Africa FT4 DX Contest, (FT4), 80-20M 

Sept. 13, 1500Z to Sept. 12, 1900Z 

Exchange: signal report plus 4-char. grid 

See mysarl.org.za 

 

 

   
Scandinavian Activity Contest, (CW), 80 – 10M 

Sept. 19, 1200Z to Sept. 20, 1200Z 

Exchange: RST plus Serial # 

See page 92, Sept. QST and 

www.sactest.net/blog/rules  

 

   
CQ WW RTTY Contest, (DIG), 80 – 10M 

Sept 26, 0000Z to Sept 27, 2359Z  

Exchange: RST, State/Province, and CQ 

zone; DX sends RST and CQ zone 

See page 92, Sept. QST and 

www.cqwwrtty.com  
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YU DX Contest, (CW/SSB), 80 – 10M 

Sept. 26, 1200Z to Sept. 27, 1159Z 

Exchange: RS(T), Serial or YU county 

See  page 92, Sept. QST and 

www.yudx.yu1srs.org.rs  

 

 

UBA ON Contest (CW/SSB), 6M, 80 & 40M 

Sept. 28, 0600Z to Oct. 4, 1000Z 

Exchange: RS(T), serial #, ON (for ON) 

See www.uba.be  

 

 

 

 

OTHERS 

ARRL EME Contest 

0000Z, Sept.5 to 2359Z, Sept 6  

 

Oceania DX Contest, Phone  

0600Z, Oct 3 to 0600Z, Oct 4 

Dates & times often change or are misprinted in 
the journals; beware.   

   

Contest information acquired from: http://
www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html 

http://www.contest.ru/
http://www.darc.de/
http://mysarl.org.za/
http://www.sactest.net/blog/rules
https://cqwwrtty.com/
https://yudx.yu1srs.org.rs/
https://www.uba.be/
http://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html
http://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html
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DXpeditions in September 2026 

Reprinted with permission of Bill Feidt, NG3K 



 

 

Page 12          The LongPath                              September 2026     Volume 50 Issue 9 

DXpeditions in September 2026 

Reprinted with permission of Bill Feidt, NG3K 



 

 

Club Business and Announcements 
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Minutes 

 The NADXC President, Bruce Smith, AC4G, 

opened the August 11 meeting at 6:30 pm at the 

Signals Museum. Fifteen members attended in 

person, with four others joining via Zoom. One 

guest also attended: Birgit Stensby. Eddie Adams’ 

membership application was received but since 

he did not attend the meeting to introduce him-

self, his application was tabled and he will be con-

tacted with the call-in information for next month. 

Bruce announced that there were only three ban-

quet tickets available for purchase. Members 

were directed to the Hamfest page for infor-

mation/registration for the ARRL Training Tracks 

and Dinner scheduled Aug 21. The monthly DX 

contacts were shared, and it was noted that con-

tacts had slowed down due to summer conditions. 

Bruce reminded members of the upcoming 

W4DXCC banquet on Sept 19. Bruce also men-

tioned that the Congo DXpedition is still planned.  

 The President requested that an officer 

nominating committee be selected. Rodney Dur-

rett, AK4PR; Mike Rozer, N4CNZ, and Jared Cassi-

dy; KQ4VT volunteered to serve on the committee 

headed by Barry Johnson, W4WB. Nominees will 

be voted on in October, so the committee was di-

rected to provide candidate names in September.  

 The July Meeting Minutes and Financial 

Report as published in the August Long Path were 

approved by the attending club members. 

 Mark Brown, N4BCD, Hamfest 2026 Chair-

man, reported on the status of the Hamfest: ticket 

sales were up 54% from 2025, 75 vendor spaces 

and 455 flee market tables were sold (with a doz-

August Meeting Minutes and Financial Report 

by Jim Brown, W1WSF 

en on a waiting list). Thirty clubs and organiza-

tions were also committed. There will be six forum 

locations between the Embassy Hotel and VBC 

with forums scheduled Saturday and Sunday. Fifty 

ARRL people have committed to attend. Mark 

mentioned that Hamfest raffle tickets are limited 

to one per attendee.  

 The remainder of the meeting was dedicat-

ed to final NADXC Banquet planning for Aug. 22. It 

was confirmed that check-in and social hour 

would start at 5:15, with dinner at 6:15. Fred 

mentioned that these times had not been shared 

on the ticket purchase page, so he would update 

the banquet information on the club’s webpage. 

Don Bertram, N4SEI, discussed emergency egress 

from the Signals Museum as a safety precaution. 

Check-in and raffle ticket handling and proce-

dures were discussed. It was decided that the raf-

fle ticket purchase and bucket drop would be lo-

cated by the Radio Station, away from the check-

in to avoid congestion in the lobby. Check-in will 

be done with labeled envelopes that contain pre-

purchased raffle tickets. Members volunteered for 

table set-up on Friday, table décor on Saturday, 

guest check-in table, raffle ticket purchase, door 

prize handling, and photography. Bruce confirmed 

that this year’s raffle ticket rules will allow a prize 

winner’s ticket to be added back into the bucket 

for the Grand Prize drawing. 

 Bruce concluded the meeting with mention 

of four DXpeditions that are on the horizon for late 

2026/early 2027: Christmas Island, VK9XV; Franz 

Josef Land, RI1FJL; Lord Howe, VK2LHW, and 

Cambodia, XU7X. 
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August Meeting Minutes and 

Financial Report (continued) 

 

      

Financial Report 

 August was a busy month for the NADXC. 

The annual banquet was held on August 22nd. 

After last-minute dinner ticket and raffle sales, the 

total income from the banquet was $5,790. The 

total cost of the event was $5,348, giving the 

NADXC a net profit on the banquet of $442. 

 The club donated $200 to the Franz Josef 

Land Dxpedition (RI1FJL) and $300 to the VK9XY 

Christmas Island Dxpedition. This brings our total 

Dxpedition funding to $1,946, just shy of our 

$2,000 budget. 

 The reservation for the Fall Picnic was 

made at the Monte Sano YACC Pavilion on Octo-

ber 11. We have the pavilion for the entire day, so 

ARRL Alabama Outstanding Youth Ham Award 

 The NADXC again provided the plaque for 

the winner of the ARRL Alabama Outstanding 

Youth Ham Award.  President Bruce, AC4G pre-

sented the award on the Hamfest stage.  After-

wards, this thank you note was received by the 

club: 

 Thank you so much for the North Alabama 

DX Club’s generosity to Morrighan (KR4FTP) at the 

Huntsville Hamfest. Morrighan is extremely excit-

ed about the beautiful plaque that you provided! 

That was completely unexpected and we were all 

overjoyed. 

 This was our family’s first Huntsville Ham-

fest and we were truly overwhelmed with every-

one’s kindness. As Stan has said, Morrighan was 

beaming and in fact, I was too! 

 I have attached a photograph of Morrighan 

and me after the Hamfest ended on Sunday. I 

hope it shows how much we enjoyed the Hamfest 

and the North Alabama DX Club’s gift. It will be up 

on the wall of her ham shack soon. Again, thank 

you for your kindness! 

May the Lord richly bless you; 73! 

Steven Phillips (KG5NSH), Birmingham, AL 
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North Alabama DX Club (NADXC) 

“Club Fact Sheet” 

Who We Are:  NADXC is a group of active radio amateurs with a deep compassion for working DX, 

contesting, and other aspects of Amateur Radio.  We welcome everyone who is interested in joining 

our club.  NADXC members are active in all facets of DX and contesting.  The NADXC also donates 

funding for various DXpeditions all over the world.  The NADXC sponsors a DX Banquet in mid-

August of every year in conjunction with the Huntsville Hamfest in Huntsville, Alabama.  NADXC 

members moderate various programs at club meetings and during the Huntsville Hamfest, covering 

amateur radio technical and operating topics for all to learn and enjoy.  The NADXC sponsors a pres-

tigious award at the end of year for the most deserving DXer of the Year from the NADXC club. 

DX Funding Policy:  The policy supports major DXpeditions that meet our requirements for fi-

nancial sponsorship.  Details are available on the NADXC website and in the “LongPath” newsletter. 

Club History:  The NADXC was organized in December 1966 by a group of 12 charter members.  

The original constitution was adopted and signed on December 19, 1966.  The first chairman was 

Dan Whitsett, W4BRE (SK). In the early-1970’s, the NADXC was custodian of the W4, K4 QSL Bu-

reau which became such a huge undertaking that it eventually was passed to other larger clubs.  In 

January of 1977, the club bought a VHF repeater for sharing DX spots and hosting a weekly net on 

Wednesday nights.  The repeater was located on Redstone Arsenal, Weeden Mountain using the fre-

quencies of 147.91/147.31 MHz on two meters.  Today, the repeater has been relocated and utilizes 

the frequencies of 147.90/147.30 MHz, with a callsign of W4QB.  The weekly net has been discontin-

ued.  In 1980, the club started the monthly newsletter known as the “LongPath” which currently con-

tinues to be produced every month. 

While organized as a DX club, NADXC members are active in all aspects of the hobby.  We trust that 

this information will be of interest to all and hope all hams have a long and pleasant association with 

the NADXC.  

Requirements for Membership: The NADXC welcomes all hams radio operators who have an 

interest in DXing.  It does not matter whether you are a new ham, a seasoned ham operator, an old-

timer to DXing, or a ham who has just been hit with the DX bug; everyone is welcome!  See the club 

website: www.nadxc.org. Dues are paid in January of every year. 

Meetings:  The NADX club meets the second Tuesday night of every month, with the current loca-

tion at the Signals Museum of Information Explosion (MIE) located at 1806 University Drive, 

Huntsville, Alabama and virtually via Zoom.  Some members gather early to eat their dinner, social-

ize, discuss DX worked, and then we have a short business meeting starting at 6:30 P.M. CT. fol-

lowed by an exciting, interesting program to help, entertain, and teach members about DX and ama-

teur radio in general.  

Club Officers:  There are four elected officers (President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer) 

and three elected directors on the NADXC Board of Directors.  The current roster of club officers and 

directors can be seen of the NADXC web site or in the “LongPath” newsletter, which is uploaded 

each month to the club website. 

Website:  The NADXC club maintains a website at www.nadxc.org.  This site provides club infor-
mation and activities throughout the year about a variety of subjects related to the club, DX, and am-
ateur radio. 

http://www.nadxc.org
http://www.nadxc.org

