
 

 

 At the July meeting, I mentioned 

that the six-meter (6m) band was open-

ing in the morning and lasting until af-

ter sunset each evening.  I was excited 

to relay to the club that now is the time 

to get on the air if you want to make 

6M QSOs.  Steve, AG4W further added 

that July 4th was the peak of the sum-

mer E-Skip season.   

 Since last meeting, I literally 

have been on 6m band the entire day 

making DX QSOs. I have gained many 

European QSOs and Japanese QSOs to 

add to my logbook.  I have increased 

my DXCC 6m count.  However, on Au-

gust 2, I noticed the 6m band was 

dead.  I believe that mother nature 

switched off the 6m band.  It has been 

a few days now without any 6m activity.  

If you were able to get on the air, after 

the last club meeting, I hope you were 

able to add QSOs to your logbook.  If 

not, perhaps you may be waiting until 

the next Sporadic-E opening or next 

Sporadic-E season to occur.  I guess I’ll 

spend more time on the HF bands now. 

 I need you to participate in our 

August meeting.  We will be discussing 

manpower required to pull off a suc-

cessful banquet.  We will also discuss 

volunteers needed to support our DX 

booth on Saturday and Sunday (August 

22 and 23).  We need to make sure we 
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have club members assigned to sup-

port table setup at the museum; door 

prizes delivered and setup at the muse-

um; table clothes, name tents, and dec-

orations are setup on tables; drinks are 

purchased and taken to the museum; 

DXers ready to welcome visitors to the 

banquet; helpers in place at the DXCC 

Booth to help the QSL card checkers; 

and more.  Please be sure to attend the 

next meeting. 

 Last month’s program was very 

interesting.  Don, N4SEI did a great job 

answering questions that came to mind 

regarding LF/VLF experience that he 

showed the club last month during his 

program.  Unfortunately, this month we 

will be devoting the entire meeting to 

making sure we have everything cov-

ered for our annual banquet and sup-

port to Huntsville Hamfest. This month 

we will not have a program. 

 Our August meeting will be held 

on August 11 at 6:30 P.M. CST.  Our 

meeting will be held at the Signals Mu-

seum of Information Explosion, 1806 

University Drive, Huntsville, AL 35801.  

I will send out the ZOOM details this 

weekend.   

From the President 

by Bruce Smith, AC4G 
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2026:  6-meter Magic Year 

by Steve Werner, AG4W 

 I decided to review some data from the last 

7 years of new DXCC countries on 6 meters. I find 

that data review can change some of your previ-

ous assumptions. Many years ago, I always 

thought 6-meter Sporadic E season peaked about 

July 4th. Looking at the data, it happens between 

June 10-17th.  Another amazing thing is that most 

of the new DXCC countries have been worked on a 

few very good days or during a good week. It high-

lights the importance of notifying others when you 

experience those great 6-meter openings. It is ob-

vious that as your country count goes up it be-

comes much harder to find new ones.  Below is a 

list I compiled of my 6-meter new country data: 

2020 

4-13-2020 TG 

5-26-2020 CT3 

6-3-2020 JA, 4U1UN 

6-9-2020 8P 

6-12-2020 HK 

6-17-2020 OZ, SM, LA, TF, OH0, SP, OH 

6-21-2020 I 

7-4-2020 HP 

7-13-2020 GM, LY 

2022 

8-14-2022 HL 

2023 

3-10-2023 VP8, CX  

3-12-2023 OA, HC 

6-11-2023 D2 

6-21-2023 GM 

2024 

11-01-2024 UY, LZ 

11-07-2024 YO 

11-11-2024 E7, 9K 

11-20-2024 7Q 

2025 

1-1-2025 HC8 

1-4-2025 J8 

4-5-2025 3D2 

4-6-2025 VK 

4-16-2025 8R 

5-30-2025 FJ 

6-3-2025 LX 

6-19-2025 OM 

2026 

1-21-2026 VP2, PJ7 

1-25-26 KP5 

6-9-2026 TK 

6-10-2026 ES, UA, YL, YU, TA 

6-11-2026 KH6 

7-6-2026 GJ 

7-24-2026 HA, 7X 

7-25-2026 BD 

 The first observation was that 6-17-2020 

was one great Sporadic E opening to Europe with 

7 new DXCC countries. We had an amazing F layer 

opening on 11-11-2024. I was spotted by a 9K. 

This year on 6-10-2026 we had an amazing Spo-

radic E opening to Eastern Europe and got 5 new 

DXCC countries. Although I did not get as many 

new ones as on 6-17-2020 the fact that they were 

in Eastern Europe made it a very special day. The 

next day we had a nice opening to KH6 which is 

also very unusual. More recently on 7-24-2026 in 

the morning I worked HA at 13:39 UTC, 7X at 

16:34 UTC and right at the start of 7-25-2026 BD 

at 00:51UTC. Getting a new country from Europe, 

Africa and Asia on Sporadic E all in one day was 

one crazy opening. It lasted all day and resulted in 

many new VUCC grid squares. The contact with 

BD7IS was very special because after the contact 

he thanked both Bruce and I for our QSOs on 
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DXScape. He also spotted me at 00:28 UTC be-

fore our contact at 00:51UTC. 

 This year clearly was the best openings on 

Sporadic E in the last 7 years. It would be interest-

ing to see if others support this assumption with 

additional data. I enjoyed the F layer openings in 

2024. I do not remember any F layer opening in 

the previous sunspot cycle. This year was also in-

teresting because not everything heard was 

worked. I heard 4X and OD, but the openings were 

very short and could not be worked. In the past 

Bruce, AC4G noted that Sporadic E was better 

when the A index was around 10. This year the 

good openings were happening with the A index 

much lower like 5 or 6. There have also been 

great signal strength differences between one 

side hearing the other much better with very deep 

and fast fading. A typical Sporadic E hop is be-

tween 500-1350 miles. The 8220-mile BD China 

contact required at least 6 or 7 hops.  

 Most believe Sporadic E to be unpredicta-

ble, although some believe it can be caused by 

wind shear in the upper atmosphere, meteor abla-

tion or thunderstorm activity. I wondered with all 

the talk about global warming if that has any ef-

fect on Sporadic E. A search of Google found there 

is a theory that rising greenhouse gases like car-

bon dioxide warm Earth’s surface but cool the up-

per atmosphere. The cooling wind circulation and 

lower air density at 100km altitude could cause 

Sporadic E to be stronger, form 5km lower and 

last longer at night. What I found interesting this 

year was that several of the good openings went 

into darkness. Have we finally found a benefit to 

global warming? 

 Most importantly, remember, for 6 meters 

“you must be present to win.” 

2026:  6-meter Magic Year 

(continued) 

About the NADXC 
   

2026 NADXC Officers and Directors 

President         Bruce Smith, AC4G 

Vice President     Fred Kepner, K3FRK 

Sec./Treasurer Jim Brown, W1WSF 

Directors  Chuck Lewis, N4NM 

   Mick Bell, N8AU 

   Bob DePierre, K8KI  
    

How to Join 

Come to a club meeting or send in an applica-

tion by mail (form on www.NADXC.org)   
  

Monthly Meetings 

Meetings are held at the Museum of Infor-

mation Explosion at 6:30pm on the 2nd Tues-

day of each month.  Participants can also join 

the meeting virtually via Zoom.  
  

This edition of The LongPath published by  Fred 

Kepner, K3FRK 

   

 
 

 
 
 
Volunteer Needed:  
LongPath Publisher 

   

It’s time to hand over the reigns to some-

one new.  NADXC is looking for one or 

more volunteers to take over publication 

of the LongPath.  Training and software 

can be provided. 

Anyone interested should contact Bruce, 

AC4G and/or Fred, K3FRK. 

https://www.nadxc.org/how-to-join-the-nadx-club/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87082991093?pwd=cEZyek9qcE5wbU1tdXVnSU5rcFdEdz09
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 This month’s feature is an excerpt from the December 1983 edition of the LongPath.  

Included are changes in DX prefixes, some humor and observations, and some interesting 

club business. If you enjoy reading past issues of the LongPath, you can access most issues 

from 2013 to present on the NADXC website.  

Signals From the Past 

https://www.nadxc.org/front-page/


 

 

Page 5           The LongPath                              August 2026     Volume 50 Issue 8 

Signals From the Past 
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Signals From the Past 
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Signals From the Past 



 

 

Upcoming DX Contests 

by Chuck Lewis, N4NM 

IARU HF NRAU 10 Meter Activity Contest, (CW/

SSB/DIG), 10 meters 

Aug 6, 1700Z to Aug 6, 2100Z 

Exchange: RST, 6-Char. Grid 

See page 82, Aug. QST and nrau.net  

 

 

 

WAE CW DX Contest, (CW), 80-10 meters 

Aug 8, 0000Z to Aug. 9, 2359Z 

Exchange: RST plus serial No. See web for 

QTC rules. 

See page 82, August QST and www.darc.de  

 

 

YB Bekasi Merdeka Contest, CW/SSB, 80 – 10 

Meters 

Aug. 8, 1200Z to Aug. 9, 1159Z 

Exchange: RS(T) plus “DX” or YB section 

See page 82, Aug, QST and bmc.orari-

kotabesaki.com  

 

 

SARL HF Digital Contest (DIG), 80-20 meters 

Aug. 9, 1300Z to 1600Z 

Exchange: RST, serial no. 

See page 82, Aug. QST and mysarl.org.za 

 

 

 

DARC FT4 Contest, (FT4), 80 meters  

Aug. 11, 1900Z to Aug. 11, 2029Z 

Exchange: Signal Report, 4-char. grid square 

See page 82, Aug. QST and www.darc.de 

 

 

 

 
   

 

SARTG WW RTTY Contest, (RTTY), 80-10 meters 

Aug. 15, 0000Z to Aug. 16, 1600Z 

Exchange: RST plus Serial No. 

See page 82, August QST and www.sartg.com 
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Russian District Award Contest, (CW/SSB), 160 – 

10 meters 

Aug. 15, 0800Z to Aug. 16 0800Z 

Exchange: RS(T) + Serial or Russian 

district code 

See page 82, Aug. QST and rda-

ward.org/rdac1.htm  

   
Keymen’s Club of Japan Contest (CW), 160-6 me-

ters 

Aug. 15, 1200Z to Aug. 16, 1200Z 

Exchange: RST and CQ zone or JA pre-

fecture  

See page 82, Aug. QST and www.kcj-

cw.com 
 
CVA (Brazil) DX Contest, (CW), 160 -10 meters 

Aug. 15, 1800Z to Aug. 16, 2100Z 

Exchange: RST + continent or Brazilian 

state 

See page 82, Aug. QST and cvadx.org  

   
Run for the Bacon QRP Contest, (CW), 160 - 10 

meters 

Aug. 16, 2300Z to Aug. 17, 0100Z 

Exchange: RST, SPC, member # or power 

See page 82, Aug. QST and qrpcon-

test.com/plgrun  

 

      
RSGB FT4 Contest, (FT4), 80-10 meters 

Aug. 17, 1900Z to Aug. 17, 2100Z 

Exchange: Signal report 

See page 82, Aug. QST and www.rsgbcc.org 

   
 

 

Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest, (CW), 20 meters 

Aug. 20, 0000Z to Aug. 21, 0300Z 

Exchange: RST, SPC, Name, Member # or 

power (<13WPM please) 

See page 82, Aug. QST and qrpcon-

test.com/plgwalk20    

https://nrau.net/
https://www.darc.de/der-club/referate/ausland/english-version/
https://bmc.orari-kotabekasi.com/
https://bmc.orari-kotabekasi.com/
https://mysarl.org.za/
https://www.darc.de/der-club/referate/ausland/english-version/
https://www.sartg.com/
https://rdaward.org/rdac1.htm
https://rdaward.org/rdac1.htm
https://kcj-cw.com/e_index.htm
https://kcj-cw.com/e_index.htm
https://cvadx.org/
https://qrpcontest.com/plgrun
https://qrpcontest.com/plgrun
https://www.rsgbcc.org/
https://qrpcontest.com/plgwalk20
https://qrpcontest.com/plgwalk20


 

 

 

 

YO DX Contest, (CW/SSB), 80-10 meters 

Aug. 22, 1200Z to Aug. 23, 1200Z 

Exchange: RS(T), Serial or YO district 

See page 82, August QST and www.yodx.ro 

 

ARSI VU DX Contest, (CW/SSB), 40 – 10 meters 

Aug. 22. 1200Z to Aug. 23, 1200Z 

Exchange: RS(T)plus Serial or VU state 

code 

See page 82, Aug. QST and arsi.info 

 

   
CVA (Brazil) DX Contest, (CW/SSB/DIG), 160 -10 

meters 

Aug. 22, 1800Z to Aug. 23, 2100Z 

Exchange: RS + continent or Brazilian 

state 

See page 82, Aug. QST and cvadx.org 

   
SARL HF CW Contest (CW), 80-20 meters 

Aug. 23, 1400Z to 1700Z 

Exchange: RST, serial no. 

See page 82, Aug. QST and mysarl.org.za 

 

 

 
 

   
SCRY/RTTYOps WW DX RTTY Contest, (RTTY), 160

-10 meters 

Aug. 28, 2200Z to Aug, 30, 2359 

Exchange: RST plus 4-digit year of first license 

See Aug. QST and rttyops.com/index.php 

   
ALARA Contest, (CW/SSB), 80-10 meters 

Aug. 29, 0600Z to Aug, 30, 0559Z 

Exchange: RS/T plus serial or YL/OM 

member #/club stn. 

See Aug. QST and www.alara.org.au  
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Worldwide Digi DX Contest (DIG – FT4, FT8) 160-

10 Meters 

Aug. 29, 1200Z to Aug. 30, 1200Z 

Exchange: 4-character grid square  

See: Page 82, Aug. QST and ww-digi.com/ 

 

 
   

 

UK/EI DX Contest (SSB), 80 meters 

Sept. 2, 2000Z to Sept. 1, 2100Z 

Exchange: RS, serial, UK/EI send district code 

See www.ukeicc.com  

   
All Asian DX contest, (SSB), 80-10 meters 

Sept. 5, 0000Z to Sept. 6, 2400Z 

Exchange: RS plus 2-digit age 

See https://www.jarl.org/

English/4_Library/A-4-3_Contests/

aadx_eng.html 

   
WAE DX Contest, (SSB), 80-10 meters 

Sept. 12, 0000Z to Sept. 13, 2400Z 

Exchange: RS, serial no. 

See: www.darc.de  
 
 

Dates & times often change or are misprinted in 
the journals; beware.   

   

Contest information acquired from: http://
www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html 

Upcoming DX Contests 

(continued) 

http://www.yodx.ro/
https://arsi.info/
https://cvadx.org/
https://mysarl.org.za/
https://rttyops.com/index.php
https://www.alara.org.au/
https://ww-digi.com/
https://www.ukeicc.com/
https://www.jarl.org/English/4_Library/A-4-3_Contests/aadx_eng.html
https://www.jarl.org/English/4_Library/A-4-3_Contests/aadx_eng.html
https://www.jarl.org/English/4_Library/A-4-3_Contests/aadx_eng.html
https://www.darc.de/der-club/referate/ausland/english-version/
http://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html
http://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html
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DXpeditions in August 2026 

Reprinted with permission of Bill Feidt, NG3K 



 

 

Club Business and Announcements 
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Minutes 

 Bruce Smith, AC4G, opened the July 14 

meeting at 6:30 pm at the Signals Museum. 

Twenty-three members attended in person, with 

four others joining via Zoom. No new member ap-

plications were pending. Two guests also attend-

ed: Dean Korsak, KR4IFF, and Cody Hogwood. 

 Members were reminded that if they have 

not yet paid their dues, they should do so either 

online or in person to Jim Brown (W1WSF). The 

membership dues help fund the banquet and 

DXpeditions. Forty-one members have paid their 

2026 dues. 

 Bruce announced that banquet tickets can 

be purchased online and that only 13 members 

have purchased tickets. Jim reported that 79 din-

ner tickets have been sold. Once 100 tickets have 

been sold, the remaining tickets will be reserved 

for sale at HamFest. The banquet speaker will be 

Max Freedman, N4ML, who participated in the 

Bouvet DXpedition. Rick Roderick, K5UR, Presi-

dent of the ARRL, and Dave Minster, NA2AA, CEO 

of the ARRL, will also be attending the banquet. 

Mark Brown, N4BCD, noted that the ARRL will be 

bringing 40 people to HamFest for the ARRL Na-

tional Convention. Mark also spoke about the 

ARRL three-day tracks at HamFest: 

Mini-Contest University 

EMCOM 

Salty Walt Antennas 

 Details about these events, as well as the 

ARRL Convention dinner at the Space and Rocket 

Center, can be found at HamFest.org. 

July Meeting Minutes and Financial Report 

by Jim Brown, W1WSF 

 Bruce reviewed the DXs from the last 

month and noted that Israel as well as A71 had 

been on 6 meters earlier in the day.  

 Bruce conducted a quick survey of mem-

bers who had read the LongPath, and then mem-

bers unanimously approved both last month's 

meeting minutes and the financial report. 

 Next, members discussed the upcoming 

HamFest. Bruce noted that Steve Werner, AG4W, 

and Fred Kepner, K3FRK, will be manning the 

card check table at HamFest. Bruce asked mem-

bers to consider helping from opening till lunch to 

process DX cards. Bruce also reminded everyone 

that NADXC will have a table at the event in case 

anyone wants to sell equipment. Any sellers were 

advised to leave a card with asking price and min-

imum price if they will not be sitting at the table 

full time. Chuck Lewis, N4NM, has taken care of 

the plaque for the Young Ham of the Year Award. 

 The discussion moved on to the August 

NADXC Banquet. Bruce reminded everyone that 

the cost is $45 and encouraged members to buy 

tickets as they are selling out fast. Don Bertram, 

N4SEI, will work with Jill Brown, K4TXT, to get a 

table layout for 115 guests. Don will also check to 

see if HARC can provide rectangular tables; if not, 

members are asked to volunteer tables. DX Engi-

neering will provide one door prize, bringing the 

confirmed total to fifteen. Four volunteers will be 

needed to help with setup prior to the banquet. 

The volunteers will need to arrive by 4:30pm. The 

social will begin at 5:15 pm and dinner no later 

than 6:15 pm. Tickets will be put in envelopes 

with names/callsigns on the front to be handed 
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July Meeting Minutes and Financial 

Report (continued) 

out at the door. Barry Barton, WA4HR, has the raf-

fle tickets. 

 Bruce announced that a Board of Directors 

(BOD) meeting had been held. Jim Brown, 

W1WSF, announced that the Peter I DXpedition, 

3Y0L, has received $800 from the NADXC and the 

Democratic Republic of Congo, 9T0MD, has re-

ceived $400. Bruce noted that if Steve Werner, 

AG4W, goes on the Congo trip, the BOD may in-

crease the funding. Steve is 85% sure he is not 

going on this trip. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 pm, 

followed by Don Bertram, N4SEI, speaking on VLF 

and ELF operations at the Naval facility in Annapo-

lis, Maryland.       

Financial Report 

 It has been a busy month. $10,000 was 

moved out of the Regions Checking account into 

two CDs. The first CD is for six months with an in-

terest rate of 3.44%. The second CD is for 17 

months with an interest rate of 3.59%. This 

should allow for some flexibility if funds are need-

ed before the due dates. 

 A total of 108 banquet dinner tickets and 

99 additional raffle tickets have been sold. Online 

ticket sales have been terminated. This leaves 

seven dinner tickets available to be sold at the 

HamFest. A total of 26 door prizes are on hand for 

the banquet. 

 Three memberships were paid in July, and 

one extended through 2027. 

 The NADXC made an $800 donation to the 

3Y0L Peter I DXpedition and a $400 donation to 

the 9T0MD Congo DXpedition. This leaves $554 

in the DXpedition budget for the year. 

     

   

Upcoming NADXC Meeting 
   

Tuesday, August 11, 2026 

5:45 PM doors open / 6:30 PM start 
   
       

Program:  Hamfest and Banquet 

Planning Session 
     

Location:  Signals Museum of Infor-
mation Explosion, 1806 University 

Drive NW, Huntsville, AL  35801 and 

via Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87082991093?pwd=cEZyek9qcE5wbU1tdXVnSU5rcFdEdz09
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www.W4DXCC.org 

  

2026 DX Banquet Update  

   

The banquet is nearly sold out and online ticket sales have been closed.  The few 

remaining tickets will be sold at the NADXC DXCC table at Hamfest. These tickets 

will be sold first-come-first-served. 
   

 

Presentation:  3Y0K Bouvet Island DXpedition by Max Freedman, N4ML 
 

 

Date and time:  Evening of Saturday, August 

22nd.   
   

 

Location:  Signals Museum of Information 

Explosion, 1806 University Drive NW, 

Huntsville, AL  35801   

https://www.w4dxcc.org/


 

 

North Alabama DX Club (NADXC) 

“Club Fact Sheet” 

Who We Are:  NADXC is a group of active radio amateurs with a deep compassion for working DX, 

contesting, and other aspects of Amateur Radio.  We welcome everyone who is interested in joining 

our club.  NADXC members are active in all facets of DX and contesting.  The NADXC also donates 

funding for various DXpeditions all over the world.  The NADXC sponsors a DX Banquet in mid-

August of every year in conjunction with the Huntsville Hamfest in Huntsville, Alabama.  NADXC 

members moderate various programs at club meetings and during the Huntsville Hamfest, covering 

amateur radio technical and operating topics for all to learn and enjoy.  The NADXC sponsors a pres-

tigious award at the end of year for the most deserving DXer of the Year from the NADXC club. 

DX Funding Policy:  The policy supports major DXpeditions that meet our requirements for fi-

nancial sponsorship.  Details are available on the NADXC website and in the “LongPath” newsletter. 

Club History:  The NADXC was organized in December 1966 by a group of 12 charter members.  

The original constitution was adopted and signed on December 19, 1966.  The first chairman was 

Dan Whitsett, W4BRE (SK). In the early-1970’s, the NADXC was custodian of the W4, K4 QSL Bu-

reau which became such a huge undertaking that it eventually was passed to other larger clubs.  In 

January of 1977, the club bought a VHF repeater for sharing DX spots and hosting a weekly net on 

Wednesday nights.  The repeater was located on Redstone Arsenal, Weeden Mountain using the fre-

quencies of 147.91/147.31 MHz on two meters.  Today, the repeater has been relocated and utilizes 

the frequencies of 147.90/147.30 MHz, with a callsign of W4QB.  The weekly net has been discontin-

ued.  In 1980, the club started the monthly newsletter known as the “LongPath” which currently con-

tinues to be produced every month. 

While organized as a DX club, NADXC members are active in all aspects of the hobby.  We trust that 

this information will be of interest to all and hope all hams have a long and pleasant association with 

the NADXC.  

Requirements for Membership: The NADXC welcomes all hams radio operators who have an 

interest in DXing.  It does not matter whether you are a new ham, a seasoned ham operator, an old-

timer to DXing, or a ham who has just been hit with the DX bug; everyone is welcome!  See the club 

website: www.nadxc.org. Dues are paid in January of every year. 

Meetings:  The NADX club meets the second Tuesday night of every month, with the current loca-

tion at the Signals Museum of Information Explosion (MIE) located at 1806 University Drive, 

Huntsville, Alabama and virtually via Zoom.  Some members gather early to eat their dinner, social-

ize, discuss DX worked, and then we have a short business meeting starting at 6:30 P.M. CT. fol-

lowed by an exciting, interesting program to help, entertain, and teach members about DX and ama-

teur radio in general.  

Club Officers:  There are four elected officers (President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer) 

and three elected directors on the NADXC Board of Directors.  The current roster of club officers and 

directors can be seen of the NADXC web site or in the “LongPath” newsletter, which is uploaded 

each month to the club website. 

Website:  The NADXC club maintains a website at www.nadxc.org.  This site provides club infor-
mation and activities throughout the year about a variety of subjects related to the club, DX, and am-
ateur radio. 

http://www.nadxc.org
http://www.nadxc.org

