
 

 

Dayton Hamvention 

 The 2026 Dayton Hamvention 

was a standout event and a rewarding 

experience for attendees throughout 

the venue. From the flea market and 

vendor exhibits to the forums and even-

ing banquets, the energy across the 

weekend reflected the strength and en-

thusiasm of the amateur radio commu-

nity. Reports indicate a record attend-

ance of 37,924, further reinforcing Day-

ton’s reputation as the world’s largest 

hamfest and amateur radio gathering. 

Special recognition is due to the more 

than 600 volunteers whose efforts 

helped the event run smoothly despite 

heavy traffic and long entry lines on Fri-

day and Saturday. Their work, along 

with the broad participation of exhibi-

tors, presenters, and attendees, con-

tributed to a memorable and well-

organized event. One of the highlights 

for me was meeting operators I had 

heard in pileups, including members of 

several DXpedition teams. For anyone 

who has never attended Dayton, it is 

well worth experiencing at least once. 

Summer Band Conditions 

 As we move into the “doldrums 

of summer,” the amateur HF bands are 

entering some of their more challeng-

ing seasonal conditions, though worth-

while DX opportunities remain. Morning 
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openings to Japan on 30 through 80 

meters continue to provide enjoyable 

operating when conditions cooperate, 

and the Sporadic-E season should be-

come active soon. While there had 

been hope for 6-meter F-layer propaga-

tion, current solar flux levels may be 

too low to support it. With Cycle 25 now 

moving into its declining phase, opera-

tors are encouraged to watch for open-

ings on 10 and 12 meters while those 

bands remain productive. In the coming 

years, they may grow much quieter, as 

they typically do near the low point of 

the solar cycle. 

Banquet Update 

 Planning for the NADXC banquet 

at the hamfest is well underway, and 

preparations continue to move forward 

steadily. During Dayton, I had the op-

portunity to speak with ARRL President 

Rick Roderick, K5UR, as well as other 

ARRL staff members. At this time, it ap-

pears that Mr. Roderick and ARRL CEO 

Dave Minster, NA2AA, will attend the 

banquet, along with additional staff. We 

will provide tickets for the two ARRL VIP 

guests, while other staff members will 

purchase their own. I also had the 

pleasure of speaking with our featured 

banquet speaker, Max Freedman, 

N4ML, who is looking forward to joining 

us in Huntsville. Max shared that he 

From the President 

by Bruce Smith, AC4G 



 

 

Page 2           The LongPath                              June 2026     Volume 50 Issue 6 

would like to keep the details of his presentation a 

surprise, which only adds to the anticipation sur-

rounding his program on his role as a team mem-

ber in the recent Bouvet Island DXpedition. It 

promises to be an enjoyable and informative 

evening.  Tickets are being sold, so do not wait to 

get yours. 

Annual Dues 

 Annual dues are being received by our 

Treasurer, Jim, W1WSF.  The easiest method to 

pay is via PayPal.  Just connect via the club web 

site, scroll down to Membership dues and the rest 

From the President 

(continued) 

is self-explanatory.  If you are not sure if you have 

paid this year, please do so soonest.  In a few 

weeks, I will begin removing non-paid members 

off of my email mailing list. 

Upcoming Meeting 

 Our next meeting will be held on June 9 at 

6:30 p.m. CST. The evening will begin with a brief 

business meeting, followed by a program on the 

recent Desecheo Island DXpedition (KP5/NP3VI), 

presented by Otis, NP4G. We will meet at the Sig-

nals Museum of Information Explosion, 1806 Uni-

versity Drive, Huntsville, AL 35801. I look forward 

to seeing our members there and hearing about 

the DX contacts you have made over the past 

month. 

    

About the NADXC 

   

2026 NADXC Officers and Directors 

President         Bruce Smith, AC4G 

Vice President     Fred Kepner, K3FRK 

Sec./Treasurer Jim Brown, W1WSF 

Directors  Chuck Lewis, N4NM 

   Mick Bell, N8AU 

   Bob DePierre, K8KI (Ex-

    officio) 

    

How to Join 

Come to a club meeting or send in an ap-

plication by mail (form on www.NADXC.org)   

  

Monthly Meetings 

Meetings are held at the Museum of Infor-

mation Explosion at 6:30pm on the 2nd 

Tuesday of each month.  Participants can 

also join the meeting virtually via Zoom.  
  

This edition of The LongPath published by  

Fred Kepner, K3FRK 

     

Upcoming NADXC Meeting 

Tuesday, June 9, 2026 

5:45 PM doors open / 6:30 PM 

meeting start 
     

Program:  KP5/NP3VI Activation of 
Desecheo Island by Otis Vicens, 

NP4G 
     

Location:  Signals Museum of Infor-
mation Explosion, 1806 University 

Drive NW, Huntsville, AL  35801 and 

via Zoom 

 It’s time to pay 2026 member-

ship dues.  
   

Dues can be paid electronically at the 

NADXC website.  Contact Jim, W1WSF 

(treasurer@nadxc.org) for information 

about  

other payment options. 

https://www.nadxc.org/how-to-join-the-nadx-club/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87082991093?pwd=cEZyek9qcE5wbU1tdXVnSU5rcFdEdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87082991093?pwd=cEZyek9qcE5wbU1tdXVnSU5rcFdEdz09
https://www.nadxc.org/
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Tuning an 80m Base Fed Tower 

by Mark Brown, N4BCD 

 In the March LongPath issue I described 

the process of installing 64 mostly full-size radials 

around the base of my tower.  Working a few 

hours each day around other springtime & family 

commitments, I had the all the radials in place 

about a month later.  Now it was time to tune the 

tower system with the existing top loading and ra-

dials. 

 I used my MFJ-259B to sweep the HF spec-

trum and found wild swings of resistance, reac-

tance, and SWR.  So much so, that it was difficult 

to discern exactly where the system was resonant.  

The fact that the MFJ analyzer does not display 

negative reactance made for some guesstimation.  

 There are some excellent online tools for 

impedance matching using various LC circuits in 

either high or lowpass topology and those tools 

gave me starting values to work with.  I used some 

junk box components and breadboarded a circuit 

for more measurements. I was able to find a per-

fect match using a physically large variable induc-

tor and variable capacitor.  Trouble was, that solu-

tion only had an SWR bandwidth of 200 KHz.  My 

goal was a 3:1 SWR bandwidth across the entire 

band.  That is a tall order for an 80m antenna as 

3.5MHz to 4Mhz represents a 13% change in fre-

quency.  

N4BCD’s LC breadboard circuit test setup 

Tower base with 59 Radials installed, 5 to go 
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band. 

 During development I used some silver mi-

ca capacitors and a hand wound inductor to verify 

I was on the right track. I had to return the Rig Ex-

 Enter SimSmith – a simulation program 

that allows one to visualize the effect of compo-

nent changes across the entire band.  A range of 

measurements can be imported, and then by add-

ing adjustable LC components, a visualization of 

the resulting SWR across the band as a graph or 

Smith chart can be seen. 

  A truism in any simulation is the adage of 

‘garbage in, garbage out’.  The accuracy and preci-

sion of R & X values from the MFJ resulted in nu-

merous false attempts at getting the desired out-

come. 

 The enabler was a Rig Expert analyzer bor-

rowed from Barry, WA4HR which provided sweep 

data with enough accuracy & granularity to input 

into the SimSmith program.  The result of a few 

hours of playing with component values showed 

that a set of fixed value components could 

achieve a suitable match across the entire 80m 

Tuning an 80m Base Fed Tower 

(continued) 

The initial SimSmith output 

An improved match was possible after better 

measurements were acquired 

The doorknob caps appear in series but are 

actually wired parallel.  A DXE Vertical Feedline 

Choke was available and used to provide a DC 

short to ground (not shown).     
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pert before project completion but knew at that 

point what I needed: a series L wound with 14ga 

wire on a ¾” piece of PVC for 2.1uH (or 2.4uH de-

pending on what tool was used to measure it), 

and a shunt C of 920pF.  I used doorknob caps 

with >10KV breakdown.  Probably overkill, but I 

wanted it to be robust.  

 The table below are final measurements at 

the tower base and at the rig.  I’m very happy with 

the result.  I’ll be even happier when the Alpha 

91B is repaired and I’m loud on 80m.  

Tuning an 80m Base Fed Tower 

(continued) 

New doorknob caps are ridiculously expensive 

(~$100 ea.) but the Flea Market at Dayton 

Hamvention turned up a government surplus 

antenna tuning unit with 11 doorknobs from 

10pF through 500pF for $80.  The included roller 

inductor and vacuum relay were a bonus.   

 2026 DX Banquet tickets are available for purchase.    

All hams and guests are invited and welcome, NADXC membership is NOT required to pur-

chase tickets or attend. 

Presentation by Max Freedman, N4ML on the 3Y0K Bouvet Island DXpedition 
 

Date and time:  Evening of Saturday, August 22nd.   

Location:  Signals Museum of Information Explosion, 1806 University Drive NW, Hunts-

ville, AL  35801   

Tickets can be purchased on the NADXC website. 

https://www.nadxc.org/north-alabama-dx-club-banquet-information/
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 This month’s feature is an excerpt from the May 1981 edition of the LongPath.  In-

cluded is a member biography, the 1981 membership list, and a challenge question. If you 

enjoy reading past issues of the LongPath, you can access most issues from 2013 to pre-

sent on the NADXC website.  

Signals from the Past 

https://www.nadxc.org/front-page/
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Signals from the Past 



 

 

Upcoming DX Contests 

by Chuck Lewis, N4NM 

IARU Region 1 Field Day, CW, (CW), 160-10 me-

ters 

June 6, 1500Z to June 7, 1459Z 

Exchange: RST, Serial # 

See page 81, June QST and www.darc.de  

 

 

 

 

ARRL International Digital Contest, (DIG – NO 

RTTY), 160-10 Meters + 6 meters 

June 6, 1800Z to June 7, 2359Z 

Exchange: 4-char grid 

See page 81, June QST and www.arrl.org/

arrl/digital-contest  

 

 

 

YB ORARI DX Contest, (SSB), 80-10 meters 

June 13, 0000Z to June 13, 2359 

Exchange RS, “ORARI” or “DX” 

See page 81, June QST and 

www.oroaricontest.id  

 

 
    

Asia-Pacific Sprint, (SSB), 20-15 meters 

June 13, 1100Z to June 13, 1300Z 

Exchange: RS, Serial # 

See page 81, June QST and www.jsfc.org/

apsprint/aprule.txt  

 

 

 

Portugal Day Contest, (SSB/CW), 80-10 meters 

June 13, 1200Z to June 14, 1200Z 

Exchange: RS(T) and Serial #  or CT district 

code 

See page 81, June QST, and http://

portugaldaycontest.rep.pt  
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GACW WWSA CW DX Contest, (CW), 80-10 meters 

June 13, 1500Z to June 14, 1500Z 

Exchange: RST, CQ zone 

See page 81, June QST 

 
   

Pajajoran Bogor DX Contest, (SSB), 80 – 10 me-

ters 

June 20, 0000Z to June 20, 2359Z 

Exchange: RS, Serial # 

See page 81, June QST and www.pbdx-

contest.id 

 

   
   

All Asian DX Contest (CW), 160-10M 

June 20, 0000Z to June 21, 2359Z 

Exchange: RST plus 2-digit age 

See page 81, June QST and www.jarl.org  

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

SMIRK Contest, (SSB/CW), 6 meters 

June 20 0000Z to June 21, 2359Z 

Exchange: 4-Char. grid square, member number 

(optional) 

See page 81, June QST and www.smirk.info   

   
Stew Perry Topband Challenge (CW), 160 meters 

June 20, 1500Z to June 21, 1500Z 

Exchange: 4-character grid square 

See page 81, June QST and http://

www.kkn.net/stew/  

https://www.darc.de/der-club/referate/conteste/iaru-region-1-fieldday/rules/
http://www.arrl.org/arrl/digital-contest
http://www.arrl.org/arrl/digital-contest
https://www.oraricontest.id/
http://www.jsfc.org/apsprint/aprule.txt
http://www.jsfc.org/apsprint/aprule.txt
http://portugaldaycontest.rep.pt
http://portugaldaycontest.rep.pt
https://pbdx-contest.id/
https://pbdx-contest.id/
http://www.jarl.org
http://www.smirk.info
http://www.kkn.net/stew/
http://www.kkn.net/stew/


 

 

 

www.W4DXCC.org 

Upcoming DX Contests 

(continued) 

IARU HF World Championships (SSB/CW), 160-

10M 

July 11, 1200Z to July 12 1200Z 

Exchange: RS(T) plus ITU zone; IARU HQ 

stns send HQ abbrev. 

See https://www.arrl.org/iaru-hf-world-

championship 

 

 

OTHERS: 

His Maj. King of Spain Contest, SSB, 1200Z, Jun 

27 to 1200Z, Jun 28 
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Marconi Memorial HF Contest, 1400Z, July 4 to 

1400 July 5  

Dates & times often change or are misprinted in 
the journals; beware.   

   

Contest information acquired from: http://
www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html 

https://www.w4dxcc.org/
https://www.arrl.org/iaru-hf-world-championship
https://www.arrl.org/iaru-hf-world-championship
http://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html
http://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html
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DXpeditions in June 2026 

Reprinted with permission of Bill Feidt, NG3K 



 

 

Club Business and Announcements 
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Minutes 

 Bruce Smith, AC4G opened the May 12 

meeting at 6:30 pm at the Signals Museum. 

Twenty members attended in person, with two 

others joining via Zoom. No new member applica-

tions were pending. 

 Next, Bruce announced that Charles Hibbs, 

KR4LXJ earned his license. Charles received a 

round of applause from the members. 

 After congratulating Charles, Bruce re-

viewed the DX worked list and reminded members 

that if they have not yet paid their dues, they 

should do so either online or in person to Jim 

Brown, W1WSF. The membership dues help fund 

the banquet and DXpeditions. 

 Bruce noted the upcoming DXpedition to 

Lord Howe Island, VJ2L, which will be on air from 

June 1 to June 14, 2026. 

 Bruce reminded members that the club 

welcomes LongPath articles and presenters for 

upcoming monthly meetings.  

 The Huntsville Hamfest will be held August 

22-23. The NADXC banquet webpage is now ac-

tive. Tickets are $45 each.  Each dinner ticket in-

cludes one raffle ticket.  Attendees may purchase 

up to 2 additional raffle tickets at $5 each when 

purchasing their banquet ticket. Max Freedman, 

N4ML will be the banquet speaker, discussing the 

Bouvet DXpedition in which he participated. 

 Following these updates, members unani-

mously approved both last month's meeting 

minutes and the financial report. 

 Addressing financial matters, Jim Brown 

May Meeting Minutes and Financial Report 

by Jim Brown, W1WSF 

noted that the deposit for the banquet food ven-

dor has been made and that the insurance has 

been paid. The budget includes the funds for the 

server tips. Don Bertram, N4SEI was given the in-

surance certificate for the Signals Museum. 

 Turning to banquet prizes, Bruce revealed 

that the grand prize is a Yaesu FTX-1 Field. 

 Chuck Lewis, N4NM, will get the plaque to 

be presented to the Young Ham of the Year at the 

Huntsville Hamfest. 

 Mark Brown, N4BCD, reported that Don 

Bertram, N4SEI is the new HARC president. Mark 

also noted that the ARRL will offer three training 

tracks on the Friday of Hamfest weekend: Mini 

Contest University, Emergency Communications, 

and Salty Walts Portable Antenna Workshop. The 

ARRL Donor Reception will be held at the US 

Space and Rocket Center on Friday night, August 

21. The Hamfest volunteer page is currently ac-

tive. 

 Addressing new business, Bruce noted that 

Fred Kepner, K3FRK, had updated the club's info 

on the ARRL website. Bruce also reported that the 

Board of Directors will meet soon to make final 

decisions on DXpeditions to be funded in the near 

future. 

 Fred, K3FRK, noted that Rob Suggs, 

NN4NT had a letter titled "An EV-Powered Station" 

published under “Hints & Hacks” in the March 

2026 issue of QST. Rob's letter caught a lot of at-

tention because it detailed how to leverage the 

massive battery pack of an Electric Vehicle (EV) as 

a clean, high-capacity power source for ham oper-

ators.  Steve Werner, AG4W also had a letter pub-
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May Meeting Minutes and Financial 

Report (continued) 

lished in the March 2026 QST.  Steve’s letter ap-

peared in the “Celebrating Our Legacy” column 

and reminisced about the radios and antennas he 

operated as a young ham in the mid and late 

1960’s. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 6:55pm, 

followed by Rob Suggs (NN4NT) giving a very in-

formative presentation on solar weather and prop-

agation.  

    

Financial Report 

 The Avadian bank account has been 

closed. All funds are now at Regions. I meant to 

open a CD, but a miscommunication caused me 

to miss my opportunity. I will bring a letter for the 

President to sign to the next meeting to simplify 

the process, and I will open the CD for $10,000 

this month. 

 We received $42 in membership dues, 

bringing our total paid membership to 38. We 

have sold 24 banquet tickets ($1080) and 33 ex-

tra raffle tickets ($165). 

 Insurance for the banquet was paid in 

May, and I will pay the Signal Museum for the use 

of the banquet space in June. 

 Twelve prize commitments have been re-

ceived so far. Now that the Hamvention is over, 

reminder emails will be sent to the vendors that 

have not yet responded. 

 After the next Board of Directors meeting, I 

expect to send out funds to support DXpeditions. 



 

 

Page 13          The LongPath                              June 2026     Volume 50 Issue 6 



 

 

North Alabama DX Club (NADXC) 

“Club Fact Sheet” 

Who We Are:  NADXC is a group of active radio amateurs with a deep compassion for working DX, 

contesting, and other aspects of Amateur Radio.  We welcome everyone who is interested in joining 

our club.  NADXC members are active in all facets of DX and contesting.  The NADXC also donates 

funding for various DXpeditions all over the world.  The NADXC sponsors a DX Banquet in mid-

August of every year in conjunction with the Huntsville Hamfest in Huntsville, Alabama.  NADXC 

members moderate various programs at club meetings and during the Huntsville Hamfest, covering 

amateur radio technical and operating topics for all to learn and enjoy.  The NADXC sponsors a pres-

tigious award at the end of year for the most deserving DXer of the Year from the NADXC club. 

DX Funding Policy:  The policy supports major DXpeditions that meet our requirements for fi-

nancial sponsorship.  Details are available on the NADXC website and in the “LongPath” newsletter. 

Club History:  The NADXC was organized in December 1966 by a group of 12 charter members.  

The original constitution was adopted and signed on December 19, 1966.  The first chairman was 

Dan Whitsett, W4BRE (SK). In the early-1970’s, the NADXC was custodian of the W4, K4 QSL Bu-

reau which became such a huge undertaking that it eventually was passed to other larger clubs.  In 

January of 1977, the club bought a VHF repeater for sharing DX spots and hosting a weekly net on 

Wednesday nights.  The repeater was located on Redstone Arsenal, Weeden Mountain using the fre-

quencies of 147.91/147.31 MHz on two meters.  Today, the repeater has been relocated and utilizes 

the frequencies of 147.90/147.30 MHz, with a callsign of W4QB.  The weekly net has been discontin-

ued.  In 1980, the club started the monthly newsletter known as the “LongPath” which currently con-

tinues to be produced every month. 

While organized as a DX club, NADXC members are active in all aspects of the hobby.  We trust that 

this information will be of interest to all and hope all hams have a long and pleasant association with 

the NADXC.  

Requirements for Membership: The NADXC welcomes all hams radio operators who have an 

interest in DXing.  It does not matter whether you are a new ham, a seasoned ham operator, an old-

timer to DXing, or a ham who has just been hit with the DX bug; everyone is welcome!  See the club 

website: www.nadxc.org. Dues are paid in January of every year. 

Meetings:  The NADX club meets the second Tuesday night of every month, with the current loca-

tion at the Signals Museum of Information Explosion (MIE) located at 1806 University Drive, 

Huntsville, Alabama and virtually via Zoom.  Some members gather early to eat their dinner, social-

ize, discuss DX worked, and then we have a short business meeting starting at 6:30 P.M. CT. fol-

lowed by an exciting, interesting program to help, entertain, and teach members about DX and ama-

teur radio in general.  

Club Officers:  There are four elected officers (President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer) 

and three elected directors on the NADXC Board of Directors.  The current roster of club officers and 

directors can be seen of the NADXC web site or in the “LongPath” newsletter, which is uploaded 

each month to the club website. 

Website:  The NADXC club maintains a website at www.nadxc.org.  This site provides club infor-
mation and activities throughout the year about a variety of subjects related to the club, DX, and am-
ateur radio. 

http://www.nadxc.org
http://www.nadxc.org

