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From the President
by Bruce Smith, AC4G

Since our last NADXC meeting,

twe hdve déed Dlessed with three rare
B o u \DXpeditiohs$ keépihg us all busy activat-

ing our rotators and turning our anten-

nas short path and long path trying to

hear the weak signals from Bouvet Is-

land (3YOK), Macao (XX9W), and Bang-
ladesh (S21WD) to name the major

DXpeditions. We all knew that it had

been years since a full effort had been

activatin
countries.

Pileups were huge and the
DQRM was terrible.
very active as well. | trust that all
NADXC members were able to add to
their logbooks one or more QSOs with
one of these DXpeditions. | do know
many club members added new bands
and modes to their
sever al me mber s
these entities for an alitime new one
(ATNO). Congratulations to all who put
in many hours fine tuning their stations
prior to activation of these expeditions
and worked one or more of them.

The temporary club repeater
(147.78/147.18 MHz) for spotting DX
was busy this past month from the time
the activations began. Local DXers
were up into the wee hours of the
morning until past midnight every day &
night with club members spotting and

discussing plans to work one of the
above listed DXpeditions. Several
members discussed their plans and
techniques for putting these countries
in their logbook. Members were help-
ing other me mber s
where any ham listening could place
their transmit frequency and potentially
make a QSO. Other members provided
advise on how they ¢
was certainly a team effort. AttitudesC C
were great, but there was some anxiety

for some who were not sure they would

be able to owor ké!roen
tions.

0sS

| am looking forward to seeing
each member at our next meeting and
hearing their stories about how they
worked them or almost worked them. |
am excited to hear how club membersn o

0 vworked their ATNO and how they

achieved this difficult feat.

Our next meeting will be held on
April 14, 6:30 P.M. at the Signals Muse-
um of Information Explosion, 1806 Uni-
versity Drive, Huntsville, AL 35801. We
will have our business meeting, adjourn
and listen to a great program by one of
the team members from the BOUVET
ISLAND (3YOK) DXpedition. You will not
want to miss this meeting. It should be
very interesting, especially if you sought
Bouvet.




My Visit to the Mothership: ARRL HQ and W1AW
by Rob Suggs, NNANT

The weekend of 14 March | participated in  tour of HQ and the famous W1AW station. It was
the HamSCIl 2026 Workshop https:// pretty exciting to stand in that relatively small sta-
www.hamsci.org/hamsci2026 The workshop was  tion, recalling how many hours | had listened to
held at the University of Central Connecticut, just code practice and bulletins emanating from there.
a few minutes from ARRL HQ in Newington. On When Skylab was reentering in the late 1970s,
Saturday afternoon we were treated to an inside their RTTY bulletins carried the equatorial crossing

Top photo: Front of W1I1AW with ARRLOGs Bobh
Bottom phot o: A view of W1AWds antenna
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https://www.hamsci.org/hamsci2026
https://www.hamsci.org/hamsci2026

- . towers with numerous antennas. It is located on
My Visit to the MOtherShlp' ARRL HQ Main Street, which is lined by small pré&vWII look-

and W1AW (continued) ing houses from the same era. The ARRL HQ build-
ing is located across the parking lot, behind the

times and longitudes we needed to compute its ) o
g P station building.

visibility in our skies. | can still hear the chughug
and smell the oil from the old teletype at our uni- The station building has separate operat-
versity station W5GB. But that is another story. ing positions for the bulletin transmissions and
the visitor operations. The bulletins come from a

At ly 100 Id, the W1AW stati . . : .
neary years © station set of IG7300 rigs as exciters with a variety of

building is quaint and small and is surrounded by

o \ "

Top photo: W1AW bulletin ops area with Joe Carcia, NJ1Q
Bottom photo: A portion of the patch panel racks
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. . . There are 3 visitor operating positions with
My Visit to the MOtherShlp' ARRL HQ a variety of radios and amps, something for every-

and W1AW (continued) body.

amps. Just the patch panel is impressive. The The HQ building has a nice gift shop in the
photo shows the station manager, Joe Carcia front lobby. Books and memorabilia are available
NJ1Q, and the bulletin racks. | was pleased to see there. There are also some historical artifacts like
that behind the ultraneat operating position and  the Elser Mathers Cup, which will be claimed by
racks was a more normal o o ki ng 0 me gshe firgt hatmsatonmake 2way contact from Mars

station. to Earth and the old top hat commemorating the

Top left: W1AW messy wor %
Center left: Rear of the bulletin transmission racks
Bottom left: One of the guest operating positions at W1A
Right: W1AW antennas
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My Visit to the Mothership: ARRL HQ
and W1AW (continued)

amateur communications test between Britain
and the U.S. | wonder how much time will elapse
between those 2 milestones?

The front terrace of the HQ building is
paved with the bricks commemorating numerous
amateur s. Apparentl vy, y
lent key to buy a brick, but most are memorials. |
had a short list of some that the NADXC had pur-
chased in honor of our departed members but the
ARRL staff hadndét wupdat
the brick |l ocations and
They were very helpful and | found those for Tom
Russell, Tom Duncan, and Melanie Winter.

Above: Mathers Cup (left) and Top
Hat (right)

Left: The memorial bricks in the
front terrace of the HQ building

Below: Bricks in memory of NADXC
4, members Dan Whitsett, WABRE (SK)
' and Tom Russell, NAKG (SK)
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My Visit to the Mothership: ARRL HQ for testing while W1AW is transmitting.

and W1AW (continued) There is also a nice collection of old
amateur radios next to the lab. | still find that

The HQ building also houses the ARRL labs Heathkit green very attractive. There was a Wouff
and the Teachers Institute. The main lab bench Hong on old desk, just in case of any misbehavior.
with John McCauliffe, W1DRF and screen room The Teachers Institute is where ARRL

(used mostly for transceiver testing) are shown on  t qing teachers to use amateur radio and electron-

the next page. McCauliffe said the 100 dB of at- ¢ in their classrooms. In addition to a large train-
tenuation in the screen room was really necessary

Top photo: Brick in memory of NADXC member Melanie Winter, N4HIX (SK)
Bottom photo: Brick in memory of NADXC member Tom Duncan, KG4CUY (SK)
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My Visit to the Mothership: ARRL HQ

ing room, there is a visitor station with HF and sat-

and W1AW (continued)

ellite capabilities. The staff said this is the only

station at ARRL where they can use their own

callsigns d and it came in handy in working Bou-

vet.

The ARRL folks made the W1AW station

available after the banquet Saturday night, but

unfortunately, | was unable to return to get on the

air as W1AW. Several hams did and had a great
time.

If you are ever in the Hartford CT vicinity,
you should drop by and see the place and maybe
schedule some time to get on the air. The history
is palpable and the chance to experience the
source of nearly a century of amateur signals is
worth a side trip.

Page7

Top

phot o:

ARRLOS O0Screen Roomé

Bottom photo: A Yaesu F¥Xwas on the bench for testing
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My Visit to the Mothership: ARRL HQ and W1AW (continued)

,";“'4 U "

8%
)

Top left: Teacher Institute satellite antennas
Top right: Old rigs next to the ARRL lab
Center right: ARRLO®s Teacher I nsti
Bott om: An original 1AW QSL card signed
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From Here to...There?
by Jim Brown, W1WSF

The pivotal moment was theSix Meters  concrete pad for the pipe stand. When the anten-
(6m): You Must Be Present to Wipresentation at na arrived, we assembled it. Next was getting it in
the Lincoln County Amateur Radio Association the air. We mounted the rotator to a plate on the
meeting. It was the first time | met Bruce, AC4G, pipe stand, inserted the mast, strapped the stand
who brought a burst of enthusiasm as he ex- t o my tractords front
plained surprising propagation modes: Tropo- high enough to mount the antenna. Then we ran
spheric Ducting, Meteor Scatter, TrarSquatorial,  the cables from the antenna and rotator down the
and Auroral. | was instantly intrigued. stand.

The oOomagi c b an deydd, as | could see it would be easy from here. Lift
Bruce described signals bouncing off auroras, the stand, place it on the pad, and bolt it down.
skipping across continents, whispering through Just as | got the stand vertical and off the ground,
the ionospherdicontacts from thousands of miles  the whole assembly began rotating! | quickly put it
away, exotic call signs, signals shimmering like down cockeyed and realized with only one point
Northern Lights! chained to the loader, | had created a very long
lever with a weight at the top. After getting every-

| quickly decided to get on 6 meters. In . .
thing straight, we chained the stand at a second

hindsight, I d ofin@lt o crad cse ) _ .
Hearing Rare DX Hams (6ni) Wh y ? 6 spot, lifted it, and set it on the pad.

Finally, it was done. My gateway to auroral
communication stood tall, pointed toward desti-
nyior at least Canada.

| had three 20foot-tall, fourinch-diameter
stainless steel pipe racks that | had picked up as
a retirement present from a friend. | convinced my
wife that it would be cheap to get on six meters.
When | was done getting the materials together, |
had:

A shiny new fiveelement Eantenna
175 feet of LMR 400 coax cable
A new rotator
A rotator control cable costing more than a
date night at a steakhouse
1 Connectors engineered to survive reentry into
Earthdéds atmosphere
1 A fourfoot aluminum mast
f Various guying components
At some point, I stoppe
his?6d and started asking
omeone on a forum?0o

=A =4 =4 =4

mr—f

My wife and daughter helped me pour the W1WSF&s completed 6m
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From Here to...There? Upcoming NADXC Meeti

(continued)
Then came the waiting. | refreshed space Tuesday, April 14, 2026
weather websites constantly. Kp index? Rising. 5:45 PM doors open /] 6:30 PM
Solar wind? Promising. My expectations? Astro- meeting start

nomical.

Program: 3YOK DXpedition to Bou-
rived. It was even visible at my house! vet ISIandby Dennis Ward, KT8X

And themiglory of gloriegithe aurora ar-

This was it. My moment. | powered up the PR eToz11(0)0F Signa|s Museum of Infor-
rig, adjusted the settings, and listened. Static mation Explosion, 1806 University

crackled. Signals fluttered. Drive NW, Huntsville, AL 35801 an(
I |l eaned i n. I cal l e via A |
answerediclear, strong, beautiful. | expected
QSB. My heart raced as | completed the contact.
Callsigns exchanged. Signal reports given. | AbOUt the NADXC
| eaned back, stunned. D | ' [ . I i/\ﬂll ered
OAuror al propagation. 0 gqgé'ﬁ'?‘[)engoltﬁg%ﬁ\l% ||¥Iecst(£§2;: t
log the contact: Mike Rozar, two miles away. Two P-reSIdent. Bruce Smith, AC4G
milesfinot Finland, not Alaska, not even Kentucky. |Vice President Fred Kepner, K3FRK
We both had a good laugh and a good QSO. Sec./Treasurer Jim Brown, W1WSF
Hereds the thing: i t]|Diectors; o ChuckLlLewisNANM | or ¢
appeared. Despite lineof-sight propagation, the Mick Bell, NSBAU
signal went through, and the system functioned Bob DePierre, K8KI (EX
as designed.

officio)

Am | looking forward to the next Aurora?
Absolutely. Because nex timeet Hawtodoin, ¢ act milght
be three miles away. Come to a club meeting or send in an ag-

|t 6s i i m e plication by mail (form onyww.NADXC.o)¢
[
Monthly Meetings

memberShlp dUES. Meetings are held at the Museum of Infol

Dues can be paid electronically at mation Explosion at 6:30pm on the 2nd
the NADXC website Contact Jim, Tuesday of each month. Participants cah
W1WSF (treasurer@nadxc.org) fo also join the meeting virtually viZZoom
information about other payment

_ This edition of The LongPath published Ry
options. Fred Kepner, K3FRK
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https://www.nadxc.org/how-to-join-the-nadx-club/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87082991093?pwd=cEZyek9qcE5wbU1tdXVnSU5rcFdEdz09
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AC4Gdos Bouvet

sl and Secret

by Bruce Smith, AC4G

As you recall, last month | provided an arti-

but more like a triangle (See diagram). It exhibits

cle in the LONGPATH newsletter on the design and a front to back (F/B) of 23 dB on 160m with a car-

fabrication my new
However, | did not have time to do any analysis on
my receive antenna. Bob DePierre, K8KI volun-
teered to run EZNEC on
na, after the fact. This is a followp article that
will cover his analysis

As was mentioned in
the pennant antenna is isolated electrically from
ground and requires a 4:1 isolation transformer.
The transformer keeps the feed line electrically
isolated from the rest of the antenna. This reduc-
es noi se; hence, reduc
fence interference, allowing me to receive the low
band signals | am receiving on the amateur low
bands, especially to the southeast where | was
trying to receive the Bouvet Island DXpedition
(3YOK).

The pennant is a small, low noise receiving
antenna requiring a small amount of real estate to
install. Pennant antennas perform almost as well
as a 1000-foot beverage antenna. The triangle
shaped antenna resembles the shape of a flag,

0 p e 1dioid shape azimuth pattern like an EWE antenna.

The null at the rear of the antenna is a cardioid
pattern of at least 20dB down from the front.

The antenna is a Poinfed Pennant be! -
cause it is fed at the front vertical leg of the anten-
na. The dimensions and termination value in this
design have a 14foot vertical section with the
point of the pennant 30 feet from the vertical sec-
tion. The point of the Pennant is 30 feet from the
vertical section. The bottom of the pennantis 1 to
3 feet above the ground while the termination re-

€ sistor is approximately 900 ohms. Raising the anf i c

tenna height from 1 foot to 25 feet has no effect
on the pattern or feed point impedance. The rear
of the cardioid pattern has a null that is 37.5 dB
down from the front. Feed point resistance is
~860 - 950 Ohms with zero reactance.

The diagrams on the next page were devel-
oped by Bob, K8KI using EZNEC illustrating the
characteristics of my
antenna.

v

7 Ft
RF Signals >
from DX
stations >
. 7 Ft

4:1 isolation
transformer

900 ohm
resistor

Pennant receive antenna diagram (arrows show direction of incoming DX signals)
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AC4Gds Bouvet |Island Secret Weapon

View of antenna: EZNEC FTOIZF
. 2
~
-'—)\'—..
50-ohm drive:
9 Sources - 0O >y
Source Edit Other
Sources
Mo. Specified Pos. Actual Pos. Amplitude Phase | Type
Wire # | %2 FromE1 | %2 FromE1 | Seg | (V. A) (deg.)
AN 5 50 50 3 1 0 I
4:1 Transformer:
3 Transformers - O X
Xfmr  Edit
Transformers
No. Port 1 Specified | Port1Act | Port 2 Specified | Port 2Act | Port 1 Port2 | Rev/Norm
Wire # | % FromE1 | % From E1 | Wire 8 | % FromE1 | % From E1 | RelZ RelZ
|1 1 100 99.505 5 50 50 200 1] N
4
Wires:
Wire Create Edit Other
[~ CoordEntiyMode |~ Preserve Connections | Show Wire Insulation ¥ Show Loss
Wires
No. End1 End 2 Diameter | Segs ‘wire Loss
® (i) Y (1) Z (i) Conn % (1) Y (H) Z (i) Conn fin) R [ohm-m) | Pem | Type
1 7 i 40 W3ET 1] i] 40 WoEZ  |#12 101 {0 1 Zeto
2 |7 0 40 WAET 0 1] 40 WIEZ  |[#12 101 |0 1 Zem
| AE -7 0] 40 WIE1 1] 30 40 WHE2 #2 101 |0 1 Zeio
4 7 0 40 Ww2E1 0 30 40 W3E2 #2 101 |0 1 Zero
5 0 0 39 1] 1] 38 #12 5 0 1 Zemn

Pagel2 The LongPath April 2026 Volume 50 Issue 4




Below is the Smith chart impedance,

sweeping 1.53 0 MHz .

Bobds

that the antenna does NOT resonate much, indi-
cating that my balun choice was not corred it

needs a bigger ratio.

EZNEL FrofZ+

Freq 1.5 MHz
SWR 4.41
z 220.6 at -1.26 deg.
= 220.6 - j 4.867 ohms
Refl Coeff 0.6306 at -0.6 deg.
=0.6305 - 0.006647
RetLoss 4.0dB

Source# 1
Z0 50 ohms

The diagram that follows is a Smith chart
with a 900:1 impedance ratio. This is much better
than the lower ratio impedance that | currently

employed in my design!

EZNEC Pro/2+

Freq 15 MHz
SWR 1.029
z 49.03 at -1.18 deg.
= 49,02 -j 1.008 ohms
Refl Coeff 0.01422 at -133.66 deg.
=-0.009816 - j 0.01028
RetLoss 369dB

Source® 1
Z0 S0 ohms

Pagel3

The LongPath

SWR for above Smith chart. This puppy

a n adver goessnuch abave k5alt Seesbelow.

EZNEC PTOIZF

INF

10

1.1
1
1.5 Freq MHzZ 301

Freg 1.5 MHz Source# 1
SWR 1.029 20 50 ohms
z 45.03 at -1.18 deg.

= 49.02 - ] 1.008 ohms
Refl Coeff 0.01422 at -133.66 deg.

=-0.00%316 - j0.01028
Retloss 369dB

The Far Field Plot at 26 degree$§ Up @

18MHz, Max Gain = 3.16dBi. This was calculated

using 900:1. The o0gainbod
[Total Field EZNEC Pro/2+
S 0 dB
18 MHz
Azimuth Plot Cursor Az 341.0 deg.
Elevation Angle 26.0 deg. Gain -5.67 dBi
Quter Ring -5.67 dBi 0.0 dBmax
Slice Max Gain  -5.67 dBi @ Az Angle = 341.0 deg.
Front/Back 275dB
Beamwidth 223.0 deg., -3dB @ 159.4, 22.4 deg.
Sidelobe Gain  -5.92 dBi @ Az Angle = 193.0 deg.
Front/Sidelobe 0.25dB

April 2026

Volume 50 Issue 4




AC4Gds Bouvet | sl &
Low Band Antenna (continued)
This oFar Field Pl ot

up, with max gain = 6.37dBi results in more direc-
tional gain, which is about right for this type of an-
tenna. See below.

File Edit View Options Reset

Total Field EZNEC Pro/2+

SEPTEMBER 19th, 2026
LeConte Hotel and Convention Center
(formerly The Mainstay—where it all began...)
410 Pine Mountain Road
Pigeon Forge, TN, 37863
Hotel Reservation 865-428-8350

www. W4 DXCC. or d
.. to bring DXers and Contesters together in fellowship
Flea Market 8am-12pm behind the Hotel
Convention Starts 8am till 4pm

3.6 MHz

Azimuth Plot
Elevation Angle 26.0 deg.
Quter Ring -29.74 dBi

CursorAz
Gain

17.0 deg.
-36.94 dBi
-7.2 dBmax

Slice Max Gain
Front/Back
Beamwidth
Sidelobe Gain

-29.74 dBi @ Az Angle = 273.0 deg.
18.15dB

139.4 deg.; -3dB @ 204.2, 3436 deg.
<-100 dBi

Front/Sidelobe > 100 dB

To better understand and fine tune any an-
tenna, whether it is for transmission of RF signals
or merely receiving RF signals, one needs to run
EZNEC or similar antenna modeling software to
help optimize its performance. Even though | was
in a time crunch to hear Bouvet Island on my
opennant 0, I coul d hav
weak signals if | had taken the time to optimize
my —receive antennads p
Bob DePierre, K8KI for helping me characterize
my antenna while also showing me how | could
i mprove this antennads
afraid to seek help if you need to characterize
your antenna(s) performance using antenna mod-
eling software.

B RADIOS
B PCS

= GAMING GEAR ‘b ) HOTTEST

B MAKERS
B GADGETS
= EERSONAI.IZED

\-A)I‘_o

arts

Technology Superstore

Girga

Shop these and more at GIGAPARTS.COM!

6123 University Drive
Huntsville, AL35806

f

© O C
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Signals from the Past

Thi s mont hds feature comes from the Dec

) addition to the November 1981 meeting minutes, it includes a member biography with sta-
tion info, some humor , and discussion of t

v .
dent ds col umn.

North Atabama Dxcius b W0 (8 [P L) 1 (I

VOLUME II DECEMBER 1981 : NUMBER 12

— Th.e_:-Lnngpath is published the first week of each month. Articles of interest

= ah:;uld be submitted -to the editor by the last week of each month.

e OFFICERS OF THE NORTH ALABAMA DX CLUB FOR THE YEAR 1981. .

- Pmmm-------.-..-.:..';;-1--.-----1---l---l---l------1--l-------ininlnnil--;fm Cla-rk| K""m

e SECRETARY-TREASTURER. s sscssssnrsnsnrnansanssannnsnsnanrssssnnssssss00hnny Winter, KR4F
":"l-. o & % & 3 & & & F & F F 8 W FR O F R F S W # & & % & & ¥ &

= Von Jurk with a micro-sized brain . i

— Slowly drives all the lodals insane,

— Making hideous noise -~ - ... .

— As he roare at the'boys

= |  Y=zmocoos 70 . With his gain past the.threshold of pain. :: -
.5..'-'._-.--.“%..-.'.-.-"‘ .k & & B & ¥ % F ¥ & BB ¥ ¥ & ®E 8 ¥ ¥ & % ¥ ¥ & ¥ W
. The meeting thisimonth will be December 18, 1981 at -the Redstone Arsenal Officers .
| Open Mess in the .Patio Room. = " .
.i o 6:30senssssssssSocial Time, Cash Bar, and Entertainment ez
3 LT 75300 sensade s Dimmar L (T o
+ T e Bi15i e venvnnen.Buginess Meéting’ sy dbel
H ii:"-iig-'l L T I S I T I S B I T R R I I Y I B R T B A D L B B
: AGENDA
Old Business . President's Award
" 'By-Law Vote DX'er of the Year
‘DX Needs List : )
o Election of Officers OUTGOING OFFICERS REMARKS (Swan-Song)
. i Johnny, KR4LF
Awards osd Ed. KLKFH
— Most Countries Confirmed in 'Bl.l IIH&MM OFFICERS REMARKS
— ; Called out most needed DX on 30 PRESIDENT AND SEC. MANDATORY, OTHERS
= - + Most outstanding New Member .

---'-1i"iil‘.lf'?_l..iil-t--tll'tt.-iklk-..i'-ll‘.-l.l'-'.

R ' PEARLS OF WISDOM BY THE OLD.TIMER -

| 12 -Some of the local QRP'ers were sitting arocund récently, doing what they excel

| at.i...talking.  Some workéd over the subject as to what is the biggest danger to
DXers:...mentioning . falling off .towers, putting one's arm across a hot power supply
and:other tricks which guarantee instant publicity. ' Finally they put the guestion
td'the 01ld Timer.  “He locked out at the rain c¢louds:on thé ridge across the valley,
thonght a bit and finally'gaid: - "Ithink thé 300'cowntry-worked sticker cleans out .
more DXers than.anything:elbse.": One QHPer -instantly jumped to:his feet, questioning:
“How can that be?.That hardly makes sense".: The 0ld Timer would say no more, but,

! Spm:of a Gun! The more we thought about-it, the more we wondered. How many DXers ©

-haye faded away 'after grasping that _'50!:' country- worked sticker? - A1l we- could get -

: aﬁﬁ:ﬂf the Old Timer was that when you have ‘the mostest, you can expect the je..stest.
Pagel5 The LongPath April 2026 Volume 50 Issue 4
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Signals from the Past

FROM THE PREZ..ss0s0ss0.-.by Ed, K4KFH

Oh well, who needs a FBBW mnyway? Only me and a few thousand other DXers that's
all! Since its the time of year for proposing a toast, I propeose a toast to the
epeedy arrival and use of an external VFO by FBEWG. a

Speaking of proposing a toast and celebrations, I am really looking forward
to our club Christmas party at the Officers Club on December 18. I gure hope you
are all planning to attend. We are going to have a lot of fun, a great meal, and
Sonny WALOOM is working up some good entertainment for us all. We will have elec-
tion of officers for 1982, club member awards will be announced, the new DX Needs
lists will be handed out and if you come, you will be assured of a fun time.

Juet as thie is the time of year for celebration, it is also the time of year
for reflection. If you do not mind, and even if you do, I would like to reflect
on what I think has happened to our club over the past two years.

I believe 1980 was a transition year from the "gld" North Alabama DX Club
to the "new" one. In 1978-79, the club membership grew significantly and by 1980
problems brought on by increased membership were putting a severe strain on the way
the "old" club was organized and on the way it had functioned since its founding.
While most of the new and the old members had a lot in common some in each group
felt frustration, anger, disappointment and other growing pains. 1980 was a diff-
icult year for some members and a tough one in which to be President. However, Bill,
WUDJJ, with your help made that difficult transition from the '"old" to the "new".
He laid the foundation for the new North Alsbama DX Club. I feel that in 1981
we together built on that foundation. During 1981, I feel, we have put behind
us all those growing pains. We have pulled together and have maintained and/ or
improved 81l club services and we have restructured the club so that the routine
business and other functions of the club can be run more efficiently.

It has been a busy year, and I want to thank all of you who have been
committee heads or have served on committees. You all have done good work through-
out the year. I especially want to thank Johnny, KR4F, whose support, ideas and
hard work I very much appreciate. I, also want to thank those of you who did not
have specific tasks to do. You have helped through your attendance, your votes, your
ideas, and your support of club activities. As I said at the Christmas dinner
last December, the members of this club have a lot of talent and are gm the
best DXer's in the world. I wish you all a Merry Christmas: and a Happy New Year.

73's Ed, KUKFH
NORTH ALABAMA DX CLUB MINUTES NOVEMBER 10, 1981

A regular meeting of the North Alabama DX Club was held at the Western Sizzlin on
South Parkway, Tuesday evening, November 10, 1981,

At NLAVB's premeeting social, everyone introduced themselves and Don, WB4HOK
reported on the sucess of the Hamfest. Ed, K4KFH, announced that WALPSF had just
gotten his extra. He, also, read a letter from WB4HOK, Chairman of the Huntsville
Hamfest, thankingthe NADX club for its participation in the hamfest.

The meeting was called to order at 1920 CST by the president, K4KFH, with KRYF as
secretary.

Sonny, WA4LOOM, reminded the secretarythat the minutes of the last meeting should
show that Larry, KE4DQ, was sponsored for membership by N4AJZ. With the correction,
the minutes of the last meeting were approved as published in the Longpath.

N4AJZ reported that the club placed 2lst in the nation in the 1981 ARRL DX contest.
He then led discussion on the club awards program. He handed out award ballots and
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reminds everyone that their votes mustvbe in to him by the first week in December.

Tinker, KX4TU, moved that a new award, the President's award, be added the award
to be given at the President's discretion in recognition of exemplary service to
the club. There being a second from Nancy, KD4LJID, the motion was adopted.

On behalf of the nominating committee, Bill, W4IJJ, reported a list of candidates
shown on the attached sample ballot, who have agreed to serve as 1982 officers,
if elected. The President then called for nominations from the floor. There
being none, on motions from WALOOM, KLTIKR nominations were woted ceased on the
offices of directors, president, and secretary/treasurer, respectively.

Bill, WLDJJ, moved that the BY-LAWS be amended by subsituting the words "January

1" and "December 31" for the words "September 1 and August 31 in the fiscal year
by-law--substituting the word "November" for the word "May" in the annual meeting
by-law--and replacing all after "shall assume" in the installation of Directors
by-law with the worde "shall be installed at the December meeting--and that the words
"installation meeting" in the budget by law be replaced with the words "first
meeting of the new fiscal year." There being a second the above amendments will

be voted on at the next meeting.

- Do, WALVLE, reported on preparations for the annnal Christmes party. He has
arranged for the Patio Room at the Redstone Arsenal Officer's Open Mess, at

1830. Friday evening, December 18, 1981, Menu will be steamship round (with
carver), choice of two vegetables, tossed salad, relish tray, Waldorf Salad, choice
of dessert. We can even go back for seconds. The buffet will be removed 30
minutes after the last person goes through the line. The price will be §14.50

per couple (includes tip). However, for a spread like that, we need a minimum of
50 persons (25 couples), so Please come to the Christmas party this year. Checks
should be sent to WAMVLE, Don Steenburn, 3324 Charity Lane, Tony, Ala 35773.

On motion by K4IKR, seconded by FEX4U, adopted a resolution that in appreciation
for the hard work on the needs list, Lania- Rivamonte be invited to be the club's
guest at the Christmas party.

A ballot was then taken on the pending membership, and Larry, KE4DQ was Adopted
as a member of the NADXC.

N4HG then presented the program, which consisted of an interesting comparative
report on the relative gain of several popular commercial amateur antennas.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2045 CST.
KRLF, Sec/Treas.

N N N R R N R R ]

WORDS OF WISDOM 2 7 7 ?

One of the local QRPers came up the hill last week and as soon as we saw him
hopping from foot to foot in exasperation, we knew something had happened. "Some
times I wonder about people," the QRPer said, "and especially those who are always
there when you don't need "em." We had to ponder all of this awhile for ofter there
are things not easily understood where QRPers are concerned. "What happened this
time?" we asked and that simple query go us the full story. 7

" I was down at the green grocers," the QRPersaid, "doing a check of the melon

crop, 1 am sure that you Rnuw the way to determine if a cantaloupe is ripe is to
ghake it. If it is ripe you can hear the seeds elosh around ineide. You under-
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stand that, don't you?" We were cautious at this point and we nodded our head
without saying a word.

"Well," the QRPer continued, "there I was shaking the melons and early in the
season you come across a lot of green ones. All the little old ladies were standing
around and watching me. Seems that they wanted ripe melons but did not know how
to pick them out. So I was shaking and the old girls were listening and everything
was going well, Then some wanted to check the watermelons and I had to show them
how you check the watermelens and I had to show them how you check the blossom
end with a fingernail. When the watermelon is ripe, your thumbnail will penetrate
the gkin with a crisp snap. A green one and you can't even make a dent. If it
is overripe, you might lose the whole thumb into the melon. But a nice crisp snap
anduyop.will have a good watermelon." All of this was news to us and we were Just
sitting and nodding our head as though we knew this all the time but inwardly we
were already planning our next reconnaissance of the vegetable stands. 'What *.
happened?" we asked and the QRPer sighed. '"One of those local DX Folicemen
showed up and stgrted to get things organized. He took over, made a list of those
who wanted canteloupes and those weesssstedammestentsasesaiasdmgy who wanted water-
melons. Each was aseigned a number to show their place on the list and he then
set up a schedule for the times we could work the watermelon stand and the
times for the canteloupe stand. Then he was not satisfied and divided the lists up
again for those going through the "Express" check-out line and those going the regular
glow route. Scon all we had was a mob of people trying to get to the melons and
the Policeman driving them back to wait their turn. And hardly anyone was doing
any shaking or pinching except one old geezer from Mill Valley who kept saying
to the melon he was shaking. "Was my report five by nine? Five by nine? Local QRM
is taking you out. " Heck! We were all organized for going nowheres. Nowheres!

Son of a Gun!!! We had to nod our head in sympathy for we have often noted the
dangers of overorganization and under-utilization when the regimenters step in. -
You are better off shaking your own cateloupe and the next time at the supermarket,
do it yourself! SHAKE YOUR OWN CANTELOUPE!!! PINCH YOUR OWN WATERMELONI!::pitilll

FEEEEEEEEF RS RS SRS EES AR RS SRR SRR RS R R SR RS EEF SRS SRR R AR

HUMDINGERS by K 4 Radios Southern Bull.......

William A. Creel, N4UV's, station consist of a Drake TR-7, R-7, Dentron MLA-

2500 and mene band antennas of 20 meters at 75 feet, 15 meters at 60 feet, 10
meters at 50 feet, plus a 40 meter rotatable beam. One thing you can say for Bill,
"He never does anything halfway." He got his first amateur license in 1965 with

a technician ticket. He has held two other calls, WALZPG and WALRNO. In 1977

he updated to Extra Class.

PBill was born in Boaz, Alsbama and lived there for fourteen years. He
attended Military schools in Montgomery and Atlanta, before moving te Tampa. After
completing high school in Florida he returned to North Alabama. He enrolled
at Sneed College and two years later transferred to Auburn for a year. Bill
left Auburn for a two year "hitch" in the Navy. After being discharged from the
service, he completed his education at the University of Alabama and graduated
in 1962 with & degree in Business Administration. ’

Bill moved to Hunteville in 1962. He and his wife, Dee Ann, have two
daughters, April who is 14 and Holly 17. They both attend Grissom High. Bill
works for the Army in the Missile Logistice Center. He is presently working on
a pilet program for the Joint Committee of Congress on an automated printing
system. Bill is a member of the Huntsville Amateur Radio Club and the International
DX Foundation.....P.5. Since all of my articles have been on Huntsville members
I would appreciate someone in Florence, Decatur, Tennessee area sending in an
article on an Amateur in ther respective areas.

73'8 KURSE...csscsses
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Upcoming DX Contests
by Chuck Lewis, NANM

Africa FT4 DX Contest, (DIG), (@0 Meters)
A\ Apr. 12, 1500 to Apr. 12, 1800Z

OK/OM DX Contest, (SSB), (16D Meters) @ Exchange: Signal rpt & 4har grid
Apr. 11, 1200Z to Apr. 12, 1159Z See page 79, Apr. QST andysarl.org.za

Exchange: RS plus serial; OK/OM send RS plus
county code (3 letters)

See: Page 77 April QST angww.okomdx.crk.cz

The Yur! Gagarin International DX Contest

YU DX Contest (CW & SSB), (:60Meters)

MeXAayHapoAHble COPEBHOBAHUA
no. paauocsazu Ha KB

8 K0 JO.R Iafapone |\ ;?. Apr. 19, 0700Z to Apr 20, 0700Z (see website for
Yuri Gagarin International DX Contest, (CW), (260 times)
10 Meters Exchange: RS(T) plus serial or YU county
Apr. 11, 1200Z to Apr. 12, 11597 See page 79, April QST and

WWW.yudx.yulsrs.org.rs

Exchange: RST, ITU zone
See Page 77, Apr. QST amndww.gccontest.ru

= CQMM DX CONTEST g

Annually, third full weekend in April:

R e
: '
INTERNATIONAL CQMM Contest, (CW), (80 Meters)
DX CONTEST
_ Apr. 18, 0900Z to Apr. 19, 23597
Japan |1nt6l. DX qOWWeBms)nt 'Exchange: RST, continent abbrev., member code
Apr. 11, 0700Z to Apr. 12, 1300Z (if any)

EXChange: RST p|US CQ zone, JAS Send RST p|US See Page 77’ Apr QST amw_cqmmdx_com
prefecture

See page 77, Apr. QST aneww.jidx.org EAQRP CW Contest, (CW), 80 Meters)

Apr. 18, 1700Z to Apr. 19, 1200Z
Exchange: RST, category (see web-

IGRY RTTY Contest (DIG), (80 Meters)
fEamce.  Apr. 12, 1200Z to Apr. 13, 1800Z
N >

* Exchange: RST & year first licensed See page 77, Apr. QST and
o > (2dig.)

x See page 77, Apr. QST andww.ig
ry.de

www.eaqgrp.com
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http://www.okomdx.crk.cz
https://www.gccontest.ru/en/rules-gc-2026/
http://www.jidx.org
http://www.ig-ry.de
http://www.ig-ry.de
https://mysarl.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-Africa-FT4-DX-Contest-v1.1.pdf
http://www.yudx.yu1srs.org.rs/
http://www.cqmmdx.com/rules
https://www.eaqrp.com/

Upcoming DX Contests
(continued)
SP DX RTTY Contest, (DIG), {BIMeters) 1 Dutch PACC Digital Contest, April 18, 0700Z to
Apr. 25, 1200Z to Apr. 26, 1200Z April 18, 19002
Exchange: RST, plus Serial # or SP province 1 UKEICC DX Contest, CW, April 30, 2000Z to
See Page 77, April QST aridtps:/ April 30, 2100Z

pkrvg.org/strona,spdxrttyen.html| 1 UA1DZ Memorial Cup, April 26, 1300Z to
1859
ES Open HE Championship. (CW & SSB). 80 & 1 ARI International DX Contest, May 2, 1200Z to
May 3, 1200Z

40Meters)
Apr. 17, 0500Z to Apr. 18, 08597

\, Exchange: RS(T), Serial # - — .
Dates & times often change or are misprinted ir
y— See page 77, QST andww.erau.ee the journals; beware.

T CQM International DX Contest, May 9, 1200Z
to May 10, 11597

Contest information acquired fromhttp://
www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html

International Vintage Contest HF, (CW,SSB), (80 &

40 Meters) g Contest
s Ta o April 19, 0700Z to 1900Z o
P ST W A
Exchange: RS(T), 6 Char. Grid =[ICalendar

- See page 77, April QST andntage-
sy+eo  contest.webnode.it

Helvetia Contest, (CW, SSB, DIG.), (:60Meters)
Apr. 25, 1300Z to Apr. 26, 12597

Exchange: RS(T) plus Serial # or Swiss can-
ton

See page 77, April QST anadww.uska.ch/
contest

OTHERS

Worldwide Holyland Contesi\pril 17,2100Z
to Aprl8, 20592

Worked All Provinces of China DX Contest,
April 18, 0600Z to April 19, 0559Z

=

==
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https://pkrvg.org/strona,spdxrttyen.html
https://pkrvg.org/strona,spdxrttyen.html
https://www.erau.ee/en/
https://vintagecontest.webnode.it/
https://vintagecontest.webnode.it/
http://www.uska.ch/contest
http://www.uska.ch/contest
http://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html
http://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html

DXpeditions in April 2026
Reprinted with permission of Bill Feidt, NG3K

Page21 The LongPath April 2026 Volume 50 Issue 4




