
 

 

 Since our last NADXC meeting, 

we have been blessed with three rare 

DXpeditions keeping us all busy activat-

ing our rotators and turning our anten-

nas short path and long path trying to 

hear the weak signals from Bouvet Is-

land (3Y0K), Macao (XX9W), and Bang-

ladesh (S21WD) to name the major 

DXpeditions.  We all knew that it had 

been years since a full effort had been 

put into activating these “rare” DXCC 

countries.  

 Pileups were huge and the 

DQRM was terrible.  The “pirates” were 

very active as well.  I trust that all 

NADXC members were able to add to 

their logbooks one or more QSOs with 

one of these DXpeditions.  I do know 

many club members added new bands 

and modes to their “logs”.  I also know 

several members “worked” one of 

these entities for an all-time new one 

(ATNO). Congratulations to all who put 

in many hours fine tuning their stations 

prior to activation of these expeditions 

and worked one or more of them. 

 The temporary club repeater 

(147.78/147.18 MHz) for spotting DX 

was busy this past month from the time 

the activations began.  Local DXers 

were up into the wee hours of the 

morning until past midnight every day & 

night with club members spotting and 
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discussing plans to work one of the 

above listed DXpeditions.  Several 

members discussed their plans and 

techniques for putting these countries 

in their logbook.  Members were help-

ing other members “spot” frequencies 

where any ham listening could place 

their transmit frequency and potentially 

make a QSO.  Other members provided 

advise on how they “got in the log”. It 

was certainly a team effort.  Attitudes 

were great, but there was some anxiety 

for some who were not sure they would 

be able to “work” one of these DXpedi-

tions.   

 I am looking forward to seeing 

each member at our next meeting and 

hearing their stories about how they 

worked them or almost worked them.  I 

am excited to hear how club members 

worked their ATNO and how they 

achieved this difficult feat. 

 Our next meeting will be held on 

April 14, 6:30 P.M. at the Signals Muse-

um of Information Explosion, 1806 Uni-

versity Drive, Huntsville, AL 35801.  We 

will have our business meeting, adjourn 

and listen to a great program by one of 

the team members from the BOUVET 

ISLAND (3Y0K) DXpedition.  You will not 

want to miss this meeting.  It should be 

very interesting, especially if you sought 

Bouvet. 

From the President 

by Bruce Smith, AC4G 
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tour of HQ and the famous W1AW station. It was 

pretty exciting to stand in that relatively small sta-

tion, recalling how many hours I had listened to 

code practice and bulletins emanating from there. 

When Skylab was reentering in the late 1970s, 

their RTTY bulletins carried the equatorial crossing 

 The weekend of 14 March I participated in 

the HamSCI 2026 Workshop https://

www.hamsci.org/hamsci2026. The workshop was 

held at the University of Central Connecticut, just 

a few minutes from ARRL HQ in Newington. On 

Saturday afternoon we were treated to an inside 

My Visit to the Mothership: ARRL HQ and W1AW 

by Rob Suggs, NN4NT 

Top photo:  Front of W1AW with ARRL’s Bob Inderbitzen, NQ1R pointing 

Bottom photo:  A view of W1AW’s antennas from the HQ building  

https://www.hamsci.org/hamsci2026
https://www.hamsci.org/hamsci2026


 

 

Page 3          The LongPath                              April 2026     Volume 50 Issue 4 

times and longitudes we needed to compute its 

visibility in our skies. I can still hear the chug-chug 

and smell the oil from the old teletype at our uni-

versity station W5GB. But that is another story. 

 At nearly 100 years old, the W1AW station 

building is quaint and small and is surrounded by 

towers with numerous antennas. It is located on 

Main Street, which is lined by small pre-WWII look-

ing houses from the same era. The ARRL HQ build-

ing is located across the parking lot, behind the 

station building. 

 The station building has separate operat-

ing positions for the bulletin transmissions and 

the visitor operations. The bulletins come from a 

set of IC-7300 rigs as exciters with a variety of 

My Visit to the Mothership: ARRL HQ 

and W1AW (continued) 

Top photo:  W1AW bulletin ops area with Joe Carcia, NJ1Q  

Bottom photo:  A portion of the patch panel racks  
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 There are 3 visitor operating positions with 

a variety of radios and amps, something for every-

body. 

 The HQ building has a nice gift shop in the 

front lobby. Books and memorabilia are available 

there. There are also some historical artifacts like 

the Elser Mathers Cup, which will be claimed by 

the first hams to make 2-way contact from Mars 

to Earth and the old top hat commemorating the 

amps. Just the patch panel is impressive. The 

photo shows the station manager, Joe Carcia 

NJ1Q, and the bulletin racks.  I was pleased to see 

that behind the ultra-neat operating position and 

racks was a more normal-looking “messy” ham 

station.  

My Visit to the Mothership: ARRL HQ 

and W1AW (continued) 

Top left:  W1AW messy workbench “behind the scenes”  

Center left:  Rear of the bulletin transmission racks  

Bottom left:  One of the guest operating positions at W1AW 

Right:  W1AW antennas 
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amateur communications test between Britain 

and the U.S. I wonder how much time will elapse 

between those 2 milestones? 

 The front terrace of the HQ building is 

paved with the bricks commemorating numerous 

amateurs. Apparently, you don’t have to be a si-

lent key to buy a brick, but most are memorials. I 

had a short list of some that the NADXC had pur-

chased in honor of our departed members but the 

ARRL staff hadn’t updated their spreadsheet with 

the brick locations and some couldn’t be found. 

They were very helpful and I found those for Tom 

Russell, Tom Duncan, and Melanie Winter. 

My Visit to the Mothership: ARRL HQ 

and W1AW (continued) 

Above:  Mathers Cup (left) and Top 

Hat (right) 
   

Left:  The  memorial bricks in the 

front terrace of the HQ building 
   

Below:  Bricks in memory of NADXC 

members Dan Whitsett, W4BRE (SK) 

and Tom Russell, N4KG (SK) 
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for testing while W1AW is transmitting.   

  There is also a nice collection of old 

amateur radios next to the lab. I still find that 

Heathkit green very attractive. There was a Wouff 

Hong on old desk, just in case of any misbehavior. 

 The Teachers Institute is where ARRL 

trains teachers to use amateur radio and electron-

ics in their classrooms. In addition to a large train-

My Visit to the Mothership: ARRL HQ 

and W1AW (continued) 

 The HQ building also houses the ARRL labs 

and the Teachers Institute. The main lab bench 

with John McCauliffe, W1DRF and screen room 

(used mostly for transceiver testing) are shown on 

the next page. McCauliffe said the 100 dB of at-

tenuation in the screen room was really necessary 

Top photo:  Brick in memory of NADXC member Melanie Winter, N4HIX (SK) 

Bottom photo:  Brick in memory of NADXC member Tom Duncan, KG4CUY (SK) 
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ing room, there is a visitor station with HF and sat-

ellite capabilities. The staff said this is the only 

station at ARRL where they can use their own 

callsigns – and it came in handy in working Bou-

vet. 

 The ARRL folks made the W1AW station 

available after the banquet Saturday night, but 

unfortunately, I was unable to return to get on the 

air as W1AW. Several hams did and had a great 

time.  

 If you are ever in the Hartford CT vicinity, 

you should drop by and see the place and maybe 

schedule some time to get on the air. The history 

is palpable and the chance to experience the 

source of nearly a century of amateur signals is 

worth a side trip. 

My Visit to the Mothership: ARRL HQ 

and W1AW (continued) 

Top photo:  ARRL’s “Screen Room” for testing 

Bottom photo:  A Yaesu FTX-1 was on the bench for testing 
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My Visit to the Mothership: ARRL HQ and W1AW (continued) 

Top left:  Teacher Institute satellite antennas 

Top right:  Old rigs next to the ARRL lab  

Center right:  ARRL’s Teacher Institute station  

Bottom:  An original 1AW QSL card signed by the original “Old Man” 



 

 

Page 9          The LongPath                              April 2026     Volume 50 Issue 4 

 The pivotal moment was the Six Meters 

(6m): You Must Be Present to Win! presentation at 

the Lincoln County Amateur Radio Association 

meeting. It was the first time I met Bruce, AC4G, 

who brought a burst of enthusiasm as he ex-

plained surprising propagation modes: Tropo-

spheric Ducting, Meteor Scatter, Trans-Equatorial, 

and Auroral. I was instantly intrigued. 

 The “magic band.” I listened, wide-eyed, as 

Bruce described signals bouncing off auroras, 

skipping across continents, whispering through 

the ionosphere—contacts from thousands of miles 

away, exotic call signs, signals shimmering like 

Northern Lights! 

 I quickly decided to get on 6 meters. In 

hindsight, I don’t recall slide 17 — ”Locals Not 

Hearing Rare DX Hams (6m) — Why?” 

 I had three 20-foot-tall, four-inch-diameter 

stainless steel pipe racks that I had picked up as 

a retirement present from a friend. I convinced my 

wife that it would be cheap to get on six meters. 

When I was done getting the materials together, I 

had: 

• A shiny new five-element Eantenna 

• 175 feet of LMR 400 coax cable 

• A new rotator 

• A rotator control cable costing more than a 

date night at a steakhouse 

• Connectors engineered to survive reentry into 

Earth’s atmosphere 

• A four-foot aluminum mast 

• Various guying components 

 At some point, I stopped asking “Do I need 

this?” and started asking “Would this impress 

someone on a forum?” 

 My wife and daughter helped me pour the 

concrete pad for the pipe stand. When the anten-

na arrived, we assembled it. Next was getting it in 

the air. We mounted the rotator to a plate on the 

pipe stand, inserted the mast, strapped the stand 

to my tractor’s front loader, and lifted the mast 

high enough to mount the antenna. Then we ran 

the cables from the antenna and rotator down the 

stand. 

 I could see it would be easy from here. Lift 

the stand, place it on the pad, and bolt it down. 

Just as I got the stand vertical and off the ground, 

the whole assembly began rotating! I quickly put it 

down cockeyed and realized with only one point 

chained to the loader, I had created a very long 

lever with a weight at the top. After getting every-

thing straight, we chained the stand at a second 

spot, lifted it, and set it on the pad. 

 Finally, it was done. My gateway to auroral 

communication stood tall, pointed toward desti-

ny—or at least Canada. 

From Here to...There? 

by Jim Brown, W1WSF 

W1WSF’s completed 6m build 
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 Then came the waiting. I refreshed space 

weather websites constantly. Kp index? Rising. 

Solar wind? Promising. My expectations? Astro-

nomical. 

 And then—glory of glories—the aurora ar-

rived. It was even visible at my house! 

 This was it. My moment. I powered up the 

rig, adjusted the settings, and listened. Static 

crackled. Signals fluttered.  

 I leaned in. I called CQ. And then…a signal 

answered—clear, strong, beautiful. I expected 

QSB. My heart raced as I completed the contact. 

Callsigns exchanged. Signal reports given. I 

leaned back, stunned. “I did it,” I whispered. 

“Auroral propagation.” I entered N4CNZ in QRZ to 

log the contact: Mike Rozar, two miles away. Two 

miles—not Finland, not Alaska, not even Kentucky. 

We both had a good laugh and a good QSO. 

 Here’s the thing: it still worked. The aurora 

appeared. Despite line-of-sight propagation, the 

signal went through, and the system functioned 

as designed. 

 Am I looking forward to the next Aurora? 

Absolutely. Because next time…that contact might 

be three miles away.  

From Here to...There? 

(continued) 

    

About the NADXC 

   

2026 NADXC Officers and Directors 

President         Bruce Smith, AC4G 

Vice President     Fred Kepner, K3FRK 

Sec./Treasurer Jim Brown, W1WSF 

Directors  Chuck Lewis, N4NM 

   Mick Bell, N8AU 

   Bob DePierre, K8KI (Ex-

    officio) 

    

How to Join 

Come to a club meeting or send in an ap-

plication by mail (form on www.NADXC.org)   

  

Monthly Meetings 

Meetings are held at the Museum of Infor-

mation Explosion at 6:30pm on the 2nd 

Tuesday of each month.  Participants can 

also join the meeting virtually via Zoom.  
  

This edition of The LongPath published by  

Fred Kepner, K3FRK 

     

Upcoming NADXC Meeting 
     

Tuesday, April 14, 2026 

5:45 PM doors open / 6:30 PM 

meeting start 
     

Program:  3Y0K DXpedition to Bou-

vet Island by Dennis Ward, KT8X 
     

Location:  Signals Museum of Infor-
mation Explosion, 1806 University 

Drive NW, Huntsville, AL  35801 and 

via Zoom 

 It’s time to pay 2026 

membership dues.  
   

Dues can be paid electronically at 

the NADXC website.  Contact Jim, 

W1WSF (treasurer@nadxc.org) for  

information about other payment  

options. 

https://www.nadxc.org/how-to-join-the-nadx-club/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87082991093?pwd=cEZyek9qcE5wbU1tdXVnSU5rcFdEdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87082991093?pwd=cEZyek9qcE5wbU1tdXVnSU5rcFdEdz09
https://www.nadxc.org/
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 As you recall, last month I provided an arti-

cle in the LONGPATH newsletter on the design and 

fabrication my new “pennant” receive antenna.  

However, I did not have time to do any analysis on 

my receive antenna.  Bob DePierre, K8KI volun-

teered to run EZNEC on my new “pennant” anten-

na, after the fact.  This is a follow-up article that 

will cover his analysis of my ‘new’ antenna. 

 As was mentioned in last month’s article, 

the pennant antenna is isolated electrically from 

ground and requires a 4:1 isolation transformer.  

The transformer keeps the feed line electrically 

isolated from the rest of the antenna.  This reduc-

es noise; hence, reduces my neighbor’s electric 

fence interference, allowing me to receive the low 

band signals I am receiving on the amateur low 

bands, especially to the southeast where I was 

trying to receive the Bouvet Island DXpedition 

(3Y0K). 

 The pennant is a small, low noise receiving 

antenna requiring a small amount of real estate to 

install.  Pennant antennas perform almost as well 

as a 1000-foot beverage antenna.  The triangle 

shaped antenna resembles the shape of a flag, 

but more like a triangle (See diagram).  It exhibits 

a front to back (F/B) of 23 dB on 160m with a car-

dioid shape azimuth pattern like an EWE antenna. 

The null at the rear of the antenna is a cardioid 

pattern of at least 20dB down from the front. 

 The antenna is a Point-fed Pennant be-

cause it is fed at the front vertical leg of the anten-

na.  The dimensions and termination value in this 

design have a 14-foot vertical section with the 

point of the pennant 30 feet from the vertical sec-

tion.  The point of the Pennant is 30 feet from the 

vertical section.  The bottom of the pennant is 1 to 

3 feet above the ground while the termination re-

sistor is approximately 900 ohms.  Raising the an-

tenna height from 1 foot to 25 feet has no effect 

on the pattern or feed point impedance. The rear 

of the cardioid pattern has a null that is 37.5 dB 

down from the front.  Feed point resistance is 

~860 - 950 Ohms with zero reactance.  

 The diagrams on the next page were devel-

oped by Bob, K8KI using EZNEC illustrating the 

characteristics of my current “pennant” receive 

antenna. 

  

AC4G’s Bouvet Island Secret Weapon Low Band Antenna (Part 2) 

by Bruce Smith, AC4G 

Pennant receive antenna diagram (arrows show direction of incoming DX signals) 
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View of antenna: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

50-ohm drive: 

 

 

 

 

 

4:1 Transformer: 

 

 

 

 

 

Wires: 

AC4G’s Bouvet Island Secret Weapon Low Band Antenna (continued) 



 

 

 Below is the Smith chart impedance, 

sweeping 1.5-30MHz.  Bob’s analysis indicates 

that the antenna does NOT resonate much, indi-

cating that my balun choice was not correct – it 

needs a bigger ratio. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 

 

   

 

 

 The diagram that follows is a Smith chart 

with a 900:1 impedance ratio. This is much better 

than the lower ratio impedance that I currently 

employed in my design! 
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 SWR for above Smith chart. This puppy 

never goes much above 1.5:1. See below. 

   The Far Field Plot at 26 degrees – Up @ 

18MHz, Max Gain = 3.16dBi. This was calculated 

using 900:1. The “gain” is very low. See below. 
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AC4G’s Bouvet Island Secret Weapon 

Low Band Antenna (continued) 

 This “Far Field Plot” at 3.6MHz, 26 degrees 

up, with max gain = 6.37dBi results in more direc-

tional gain, which is about right for this type of an-

tenna. See below. 

 To better understand and fine tune any an-

tenna, whether it is for transmission of RF signals 

or merely receiving RF signals, one needs to run 

EZNEC or similar antenna modeling software to 

help optimize its performance.  Even though I was 

in a time crunch to hear Bouvet Island on my 

“pennant”, I could have better received those 

weak signals if I had taken the time to optimize 

my receive antenna’s performance.  Thanks to 

Bob DePierre, K8KI for helping me characterize 

my antenna while also showing me how I could 

improve this antenna’s performance.  Don’t be 

afraid to seek help if you need to characterize 

your antenna(s) performance using antenna mod-

eling software.  

 

 www.W4DXCC.org 

https://www.w4dxcc.org/
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 This month’s feature comes from the December 1981 edition of the LongPath.  In 

addition to the November 1981 meeting minutes, it includes a member biography with sta-

tion info, some humor, and discussion of the club’s recent membership growth in the Presi-

dent’s column.   

Signals from the Past 
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Signals from the Past 
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Signals from the Past 
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Signals from the Past 



 

 

Upcoming DX Contests 

by Chuck Lewis, N4NM 

 

 

OK/OM DX Contest, (SSB), (160-10 Meters) 

Apr. 11, 1200Z to Apr. 12, 1159Z 

Exchange: RS plus serial; OK/OM send RS plus 

county code (3 letters) 

See: Page 77 April QST and www.okomdx.crk.cz    

 

 

   
Yuri Gagarin International DX Contest, (CW), (160-

10 Meters) 

Apr. 11, 1200Z to Apr. 12, 1159Z 

Exchange: RST, ITU zone  

See Page 77, Apr. QST and www.gccontest.ru      

 

    
 

Japan Int’l. DX CW Contest (CW), (160-10 Meters) 

Apr. 11, 0700Z to Apr. 12, 1300Z 

Exchange: RST plus CQ zone; JAs send RST plus 

prefecture 

See page 77, Apr. QST and www.jidx.org  

    

IG-RY RTTY Contest (DIG), (80-10 Meters) 

Apr. 12, 1200Z to Apr. 13, 1800Z 

Exchange: RST & year first licensed 

(2-dig.) 

See page 77, Apr. QST and www.ig-

ry.de  
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Africa FT4 DX Contest, (DIG), (80-20 Meters) 

Apr. 12, 1500 to Apr. 12, 1800Z 

Exchange: Signal rpt & 4-char grid 

See page 79, Apr. QST and mysarl.org.za  

   

   
 

YU DX Contest (CW & SSB), (160-10Meters) 

Apr. 19, 0700Z to Apr 20, 0700Z (see website for 

times) 

Exchange: RS(T) plus serial or YU county 

See page 79, April QST and 

www.yudx.yu1srs.org.rs  

 
 

 

CQMM Contest, (CW), (80-10 Meters) 

Apr. 18, 0900Z to Apr. 19, 2359Z 

Exchange: RST, continent abbrev., member code 

(if any) 

See Page 77, Apr. QST and www.cqmmdx.com  

   
EA-QRP CW Contest, (CW), (80-10 Meters) 

Apr. 18, 1700Z to Apr. 19, 1200Z 

Exchange: RST, category (see web-

site), “M” if member 

See page 77, Apr. QST and 

www.eaqrp.com 

http://www.okomdx.crk.cz
https://www.gccontest.ru/en/rules-gc-2026/
http://www.jidx.org
http://www.ig-ry.de
http://www.ig-ry.de
https://mysarl.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-Africa-FT4-DX-Contest-v1.1.pdf
http://www.yudx.yu1srs.org.rs/
http://www.cqmmdx.com/rules
https://www.eaqrp.com/


 

 

Upcoming DX Contests 

(continued) 

SP DX RTTY Contest, (DIG), (80-10Meters) 

Apr. 25, 1200Z to Apr. 26, 1200Z 

Exchange: RST, plus Serial # or SP province 

See Page 77, April QST and https://

pkrvg.org/strona,spdxrttyen.html 

   
ES Open HF Championship, (CW & SSB), 80 & 

40Meters) 

Apr. 17, 0500Z to Apr. 18, 0859Z 

Exchange: RS(T), Serial # 

See page 77, QST and www.erau.ee  

 

   
International Vintage Contest HF, (CW,SSB), (80 & 

40 Meters)  

April 19, 0700Z to 1900Z 

Exchange: RS(T), 6 Char. Grid 

See page 77, April QST and vintage-

contest.webnode.it 

   
Helvetia Contest, (CW, SSB, DIG.), (160-10Meters) 

Apr. 25, 1300Z to Apr. 26, 1259Z 

Exchange: RS(T) plus Serial # or Swiss can-

ton 

See page 77, April QST and www.uska.ch/

 contest  

     
OTHERS: 

• Worldwide Holyland Contest, April 17, 2100Z 

to Apr18, 2059Z 

• Worked All Provinces of China DX Contest, 

April 18, 0600Z to April 19, 0559Z   
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• Dutch PACC Digital Contest, April 18, 0700Z to 

April 18, 1900Z 

• UKEICC DX Contest, CW, April 30, 2000Z to 

April 30, 2100Z 

• UA1DZ Memorial Cup, April 26, 1300Z to 

1859  

• ARI International DX Contest, May 2, 1200Z to 

May 3, 1200Z 

• CQ-M International DX Contest, May 9, 1200Z 

to May 10, 1159Z 

Dates & times often change or are misprinted in 
the journals; beware.   

   

Contest information acquired from: http://
www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html 

https://pkrvg.org/strona,spdxrttyen.html
https://pkrvg.org/strona,spdxrttyen.html
https://www.erau.ee/en/
https://vintagecontest.webnode.it/
https://vintagecontest.webnode.it/
http://www.uska.ch/contest
http://www.uska.ch/contest
http://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html
http://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html
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Club Business and Announcements 
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Minutes 

 Bruce, AC4G, opened the March 10 meet-

ing at 6:30 pm at the Signals Museum. Eighteen 

members attended in person, with five joining via 

Zoom. Non-member Greg Wright (KB4LLL) intro-

duced himself and shared his radio history. Bruce 

announced Nick Marinelli, KQ4OYD, had applied 

for membership and paid his 2026 dues. Nick 

summarized his DX activities and goals. The club 

approved his membership unanimously. 

 Bruce reviewed the DX worked list. Many 

members reported working Bouvet, 3YOK. Howev-

er, he noted the 160M antenna failed before he 

could contact them on Top Band. 

 Bruce noted the upcoming Tullahoma 

Hamfest and encouraged members to attend. 

 Mark Brown, N4BCD, reported on his Or-

lando HamCation trip with the Huntsville Hamfest 

group. He mentioned perfect weather, good ven-

dor sales, and many Ham YouTubers with RVs at 

the convention. Kelly Johns, W4VPZ, also attend-

ed. 

 Bruce reported that the NADXC logo now 

appears on the S21WD and 3Y0K DXpedition pag-

es. 

 A discussion was 

held regarding the club 2M 

repeater. The 147.90 re-

peater is still down, and 

the club is using the 

147.18 repeater. Bruce 

noted that many Bouvet 

contacts were completed 

March Meeting Minutes and Financial Report 

by Jim Brown, W1WSF 

due to club members supporting each other on 

the repeater. The Board of Directors met with the 

owner of the property where the club repeater is 

located. The owner is working with other groups to 

resurrect the downed tower.  Fred mentioned the 

possibility of giving the owner a $500 memento 

for hosting the repeater in the past. Fred also 

mentioned that NARA believes the damage to the 

tower is extensive and would not allow its tower 

climbers to work on it. If any NADXC club mem-

bers want to help the owner with the tower, they 

may do so personally, but the club will not be 

providing any official resources. Chuck, N4NM, 

mentioned that the club will need to provide fund-

ing to NARA for the use of the 147.18 repeater. 

Mark Brown, N4BCD, is concerned with the loss of 

the frequencies associated with the previous re-

peater if it is not active. 

 Kelly Johns, W4VPZ, is the trustee of the 

NADXC callsign, W4QB. She is working with the 

FCC to unify the information on the ULS record so 

that it is all connected to her. 

 Last month's minutes and financial report 

were approved. Then, Bruce reported that the 

Board had selected Bubba’s as the banquet food 

vendor. Following this, Jim, W1WSF, noted that 
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Bubba’s down pay-

ment was made. 

 Jill, K4TXT, re-

ported that she is up-

dating the door-prize 

vendor letter and will 

send it to the Board 

of Directors for ap-

proval. 

 The meeting 

adjourned at 7:12pm, 

followed by Alan Le 

Vie, KH7AL, present-

ing on his activation 

of Wake Island. 

Financial Report 

 Some dues 

were received in 

March but many 

members still have 

not paid for 2026.  If 

you are unsure of 

your status, please 

check your “year” on 

the membership list 

on the NADXC web-

site. 

 Due to some 

issues with Avadian 

bank, I am in the pro-

cess of moving our 

club bank accounts to 

Regions Bank. 

 Prize request 

emails will be sent to 

Hamfest vendors and 

past sponsors prior to 

the April NADXC 

meeting.  

https://www.nadxc.org/member-roster/
https://www.nadxc.org/member-roster/


 

 

North Alabama DX Club (NADXC) 

“Club Fact Sheet” 

Who We Are:  NADXC is a group of active radio amateurs with a deep compassion for working DX, 

contesting, and other aspects of Amateur Radio.  We welcome everyone who is interested in joining 

our club.  NADXC members are active in all facets of DX and contesting.  The NADXC also donates 

funding for various DXpeditions all over the world.  The NADXC sponsors a DX Banquet in mid-

August of every year in conjunction with the Huntsville Hamfest in Huntsville, Alabama.  NADXC 

members moderate various programs at club meetings and during the Huntsville Hamfest, covering 

amateur radio technical and operating topics for all to learn and enjoy.  The NADXC sponsors a pres-

tigious award at the end of year for the most deserving DXer of the Year from the NADXC club. 

DX Funding Policy:  The policy supports major DXpeditions that meet our requirements for fi-

nancial sponsorship.  Details are available on the NADXC website and in the “LongPath” newsletter. 

Club History:  The NADXC was organized in December 1966 by a group of 12 charter members.  

The original constitution was adopted and signed on December 19, 1966.  The first chairman was 

Dan Whitsett, W4BRE (SK). In the early-1970’s, the NADXC was custodian of the W4, K4 QSL Bu-

reau which became such a huge undertaking that it eventually was passed to other larger clubs.  In 

January of 1977, the club bought a VHF repeater for sharing DX spots and hosting a weekly net on 

Wednesday nights.  The repeater was located on Redstone Arsenal, Weeden Mountain using the fre-

quencies of 147.91/147.31 MHz on two meters.  Today, the repeater has been relocated and utilizes 

the frequencies of 147.90/147.30 MHz, with a callsign of W4QB.  The weekly net has been discontin-

ued.  In 1980, the club started the monthly newsletter known as the “LongPath” which currently con-

tinues to be produced every month. 

While organized as a DX club, NADXC members are active in all aspects of the hobby.  We trust that 

this information will be of interest to all and hope all hams have a long and pleasant association with 

the NADXC.  

Requirements for Membership: The NADXC welcomes all hams radio operators who have an 

interest in DXing.  It does not matter whether you are a new ham, a seasoned ham operator, an old-

timer to DXing, or a ham who has just been hit with the DX bug; everyone is welcome!  See the club 

website: www.nadxc.org. Dues are paid in January of every year. 

Meetings:  The NADX club meets the second Tuesday night of every month, with the current loca-

tion at the Signals Museum of Information Explosion (MIE) located at 1806 University Drive, 

Huntsville, Alabama and virtually via Zoom.  Some members gather early to eat their dinner, social-

ize, discuss DX worked, and then we have a short business meeting starting at 6:30 P.M. CT. fol-

lowed by an exciting, interesting program to help, entertain, and teach members about DX and ama-

teur radio in general.  

Club Officers:  There are four elected officers (President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer) 

and three elected directors on the NADXC Board of Directors.  The current roster of club officers and 

directors can be seen of the NADXC web site or in the “Longpath” newsletter, which is uploaded each 

month to the club website. 

Website:  The NADXC club maintains a website at www.nadxc.org.  This site provides club infor-
mation and activities throughout the year about a variety of subjects related to the club, DX, and am-
ateur radio. 

http://www.nadxc.org
http://www.nadxc.org

