
 

 

 Bouvet, Bouvet, Bouvet.  We 

have heard this for many months since 

the last attempt where weather and 

ship maintenance forced a team to de-

part Bouvet Island.  Thatõs all I am 

thinking about these days - Bouvet.  If 

you havenõt heard, Bouvet Island, 3Y0K 

is active on the amateur bands.  Al-

ready, some of our members have 

logged them on several HF bands and 

modes. 

 The NADXC club has been pro-

vided with a repeater to use since our 

147.30 repeater is not operational due 

to the tower being bent and 2m anten-

na almost touching the ground.  NARA 

has allowed our club to use the 

147.180 repeater once located on 

Green Mountain, now relocated to Mon-

te Sano Mountain.  I say this to let you 

know that this repeater has been used 

quite a bit since Bouvet came on the 

air.  Additionally, the owner of the prop-

erty and tower, where our original re-

peater was located, may require some 

volunteers to help him lower his dam-

aged equipment and install a new tow-

er in its place.  

 The repeater is used for calling 

out and spotting frequency and modes 

for our members to be able to put Bou-

vet Island in their logbooks.  Several 

members have been very active using 

The LongPath 
 

March 2026 ñ Volume 50 Issue 3         A North Alabama DX Club Publication 

Contents: 

From the President 
       

The Multiplier Effect 
   

"I Just Need to Run a 

Quick Test":  A 

Ham Radio Oper-

ator's Guide to 

Ruining Every 

Family Vacation 
   

Satellite Tracking 

Control of Rotors 
   

AC4Gõs Bouvet Island 

Secret Weapon 

Low Band Anten-

na 
      

Upcoming DX Con-

tests 
   

DXpeditions in March 

2026 
    

Club Business and 

Announcements 
   

NADXC òClub Fact 

Sheetó 
   

Contributors: 

AC4G 

AG4W 

N4BCD 

N4NM 

NG3K 

W1WSF 
   

- .... .  

.-.. --- -. --. .--. .- - ....  

-- .- .-. -.-. ....  

..--- ----- ..--- -....  

... - --- .-.. .. - -- .   

..... ----- 

.. ... ... .. - .  

... -- 

the repeater and helping one another 

make these coveted QSOs.  I invite you 

to use the 147.180 repeater to join in 

the conversation and spotting to help 

your fellow club members log an all-

time new one (ATNO).   

 Spring seems to be coming with 

a furry with all these warm tempera-

tures and fairly good weather.  I have 

taken time to enjoy the outdoors and 

hope you have too.  I have fabricated a 

new receive antenna in recent days 

and hope to share it with you in my arti-

cle written for this monthõs Longpath 

newsletter. 

 I look forward to our meeting 

this month and I will be all ears to hear 

your stories about working Bouvet Is-

land.  Remember our meeting March 

10 at the Signals Museum of Infor-

mation Explosion, 1806 University 

Drive, Huntsville, AL 35801.  Please 

make plans to attend as we will have a 

program following our business meet-

ing.  

From the President 

by Bruce Smith, AC4G 

Signals Museum of Information 

Explosion 
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about 10 years ago; 

I canõt imagine what 

it would cost today.      

Design 

 The 43õ 

guyed tower and 

beam were installed 

last fall, along with a 

robust lightning pro-

tection system con-

sisting of six buried 

ground rods around the tower and 4-gauge solid 

copper bonding everything together and to the 

service entrance ground. 

 The tower base insulators are 2õ above the 

concrete and the guy wires are broken up with 

compression insulators to be non-resonant on any 

band.  A length was chosen that would provide 

capacitive loading.   

 The tower and lightning ground seem to be 

resonant (X=0) at 3.6 MHz but Iõm unsure of R be-

cause the MFJ-259B analyzer might be suscepti-

ble to BCB interference.  Iõm planning to tune it at 

the base after the radials are installed.  

 Put off by the high price of commercial ra-

dial plates, I rolled my own.  Lowes has 2ó wide by 

3õ lengths of 1/8ó thick aluminum strips.  I bought 

two, cut them in half and constructed an 18ó 

square.  Clamps and a builderõs square were used 

to keep things aligned during fabrication.  I used a 

drill press in my father-in-lawõs shop to neatly drill 

the 64 tap holes for the 10-32 hex head stainless 

machine screws.  

 I measured the yard and had room for 31 

full size radials.  The garage, a dog fence, shed, 

Overview  

 ON4UNõs book Low Band DXing and other 

publications strongly suggest a vertical antenna 

for effective DX on the low bands.  Those publica-

tions all preach the importance of a good radial 

field for antenna efficiency. 

 Several years ago, I toyed with the idea of 

a balloon launched vertical but the cost of helium 

and dubious longevity kept it on paper only. 

   I bought 3 Rohn 25 tower insulators of-

fered by East Texas Towers at Huntsville Hamfest 

a few years ago.  

They sat in a box 

until I decided to 

bite the bullet and 

build a real verti-

cal antenna for 

80m.  Due to pow-

er lines, a 160m 

vertical was out of 

the question. 

 From the 

beginning, I re-

solved to use 64 

radials.  I upgrad-

ed from 4 to 12 

radials on a 160m 

Inverted L at a previous home, and found the im-

provement remarkable, convincing me that more 

would be better.   

 I also had over a mile of wire available.  At 

a previous job we sourced enameled copper wire 

from a company called MWS Wire Industries that 

sold spools by weight in a dozen different coat-

ings.  I purchased a spool of 22 ga enameled and 

they delivered 10.94 lbs.  It was a little over $120 

The Multiplier Effect 

by Mark Brown, N4BCD 

Picture 1:  Rohn 25 tower 

insulators made by East 

Texas Towers 

Picture 2:  N4BCDõs spool 

of wire  
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and a few trees limit the others to less than 65õ.  

Most of the remaining are over 50õ with the short-

est at 38õ. 

 I used a spreadsheet to estimate radial 

wire needs and some geometry to set the spacing. 

I sourced 500 biodegradable spikes at the sug-

gestion of Jim W1WSF.  

Construction 

 On Monday, March 2nd, I fired up the mow-

er and scalped the yard using a self-propelled 

push mower, then went over it again with the zero-

turn mower to remove the clumps of dead grass. 

 To aid laying the radials accurately, I built 

jigs.  I used a pre-measured rope for the radial 

length and a pipe to set the space between the 

radials at the 38õ point, so my jigs would work all 

the way around the circle.   

 As of March 3rd, I have 10 radials in-

stalled.  From the photo you can see that Iõm dou-

bling up on some of the 22 ga wire.  Now that Iõm 

up on the learning curve, theyõre going faster.  I 

wanted to finish this article before Bruceõs dead-

line. 

The Multiplier Effect 

 Some of these radials came out of the 

ground at SK Tom N4KGõs when DX Club mem-

bers disassembled his station.  Iõm confident that 

Tomõs collection of wire (he used everything from 

10 ga THWN to 18 ga tin coated copper) will help 

move the S meter.   

The Multiplier Effect 

(continued) 

Picture 3:  N4BCD constructed a radial plate from 

aluminum strips  

Picture 4:  N4BCD made multiple passes with 

mowers to prepare the radial field 

Picture 5 (left):  N4BCDõs radial plate has been 
installed and he has begun adding radials 

   

Picture 6 (right):  Radial wire collected from 
N4KGõs station 
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After fifteen minutes, youõre defeated by the 

decorative plastic railing. 

¶ The Window Wire: You set up an end-fed half-

wave antenna by taping the feed line to the 

window frame and running the wireñthe 

ôclotheslineõñto the nearest good-looking tree. 

When housekeeping walks in, they think youõre 

either testing a new way to dry laundry or try-

ing to catch ghosts. 

¶ The QRM Culprit: Set up at lastñonly to find 

the only thing louder than the local QRM is the 

resort's pool pump. You spend an hour sneak-

ing around trying to unplug it. 

 Vacation plans take a back seat to chasing 

that rare contact. You didnõt come all this way to 

see the sights, but to be next to the operator you 

can never contact from home. 

¶ The Beach Bum: Your spouse wants waves 

and sun. You pack QRP, mast, kite, and wire, 

muttering, òQRP, five watts, saltwater mono-

poleó while the locals move their towels away. 

¶ The Restaurant Log: date night, mid-toast, 

your phone beeps. òDid you hear what I said?ó 

òYes, but did you hear I just got a confirmation 

for a contact I made with EA8 from a taxi?ó 

Thatõs romance. 

¶ The 'Emergency' Excursion: Every outing is at 

the mercy of the bands. òMuseum? Maybe af-

ter 17 closes.ó The familyõs packed and ready; 

they all pray for static.  

 POTA Anyone? Your spouse is driving, ad-

miring the scenery and hoping to get to the hotel 

before nightfall, while you have your phone out. 

òHoney, thereõs a wildlife management area only 

 Family vacations are meant for relaxing, 

sightseeing, and spending time together, a break 

from daily stress. For everyone else, itõs a chance 

to unwind. For the ham radio operator, though, itõs 

really a logistical mission in disguise. 

 Every ham operator knows that "I just need 

to run a quick test" actually means: "Iõm about to 

turn this vacation into a four-hour antenna build, 

skip all the fun plans, and possibly start an inter-

national incident on 20 meters." 

 Hereõs how the quest for portability can 

ruin family peace. 

 It all starts with packing, when the ham 

operator has to explain why most of the luggage 

space is filled with wires, boxes, and metal poles.  

¶ The Go-Kit Lie: You call the big plastic bin a 

ôlightweight kit.õ Your spouse calls it ôa 100-

watt rig, laptop, three batteries, and enough 

coax to wire the Eiffel Tower.õ 

¶ The Stealth Wire: You smuggle 200 feet of 

wire as an ôextra clotheslineõñthen string it 

across the resort pool to the horror of hotel 

staff. 

¶ The HT Factor: Three HTs for VHF/UHF, odd 

bands, and insurance. Now youõre less 

'tourist,' more 'lost secret agent.' 

 When you arrive at your destination, wheth-

er itõs a cozy cabin, a busy resort, or a packed RV 

park, your first priority isnõt unpacking swimwear. 

Itõs doing the all-important site survey. 

¶ The Balcony Battle: Who cares about sunsets? 

Balconies are for antennas. That railing looks 

like a great place for a mag mount antenna. 

"I Just Need to Run a Quick Test": A Ham Radio Operator's Guide to Ruining 

Every Family Vacation 

by Jim Brown, W1WSF 
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25 miles out of the way where we can do a POTA 

activation.  

 The Final Break: "Itõs About the Contacts, 

Not the Location." 

 The vacation culminates in a final, tense 

moment in which the priorities are irrevocably ex-

posed. 

Spouse:  "Darling, this beautiful mountain view

 point is incredible! We should take a pic-

 ture of the scenery." 

You:  (Already unrolling coax) òOne sec! If I get my 

 POTA rig set up, this is a rare park! I might 

 work DXõs wanting this park.ó 

 You spend 15 minutes calling CQ, missing 

the view, the fading daylight, and the family glar-

ing at you from 20 feet away. By the end of the 

trip, you won't have a great tan or charged batter-

ies, but you'll have three new grid squares, the 

pool pump's secret as a broadband noise source, 

and a 59 contact 1,500 miles away. 

 And for you, that makes the vacation a suc-

cessñuntil the urge strikes to run just one more 

quick test at the airport.  

A Ham Radio Operator's Guide to 

Ruining Every Family Vacation

(continued) 

    

About the NADXC 
   

2026 NADXC Officers and Directors 

President         Bruce Smith, AC4G 

Vice President     Fred Kepner, K3FRK 

Sec./Treasurer Jim Brown, W1WSF 

Directors  Chuck Lewis, N4NM 

   Mick Bell, N8AU 

   Bob DePierre, K8KI (Ex-

    officio) 

    

How to Join 

Come to a club meeting or send in an ap-

plication by mail (form on www.NADXC.org)   

  

Monthly Meetings 

Meetings are held at the Museum of Infor-

mation Explosion at 6:30pm on the 2nd 

Tuesday of each month.  Participants can 

also join the meeting virtually via Zoom.  
  

This edition of The LongPath published by  

Fred Kepner, K3FRK 

https://www.nadxc.org/how-to-join-the-nadx-club/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87082991093?pwd=cEZyek9qcE5wbU1tdXVnSU5rcFdEdz09
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getting Windows 11 to work with the calibration 

program. EA4TX, Pablo provides excellent support. 

I can now track the moon and satellites using my 

S.A.T. controller to provide the data to the PST Ro-

tor software for both Azimuth and Elevation, using 

the Spid rotor for azimuth and the Yaesu rotor for 

 For several years I have been trying to get 

the German Easy-Rotor-Control ERC-M rotor con-

troller to work with my Yaesu G550 elevation rotor 

for my satellite and EME antennas. I finally gave 

up. I replaced it with an EA4TX ARS-USB controller 

from DX Engineering. They offered a discount cou-

pon at HamCation that I used right after I got 

home from that great hamfest. It has several ad-

vantages over the ERC-M. It has a digital readout, 

which is nice. It is also a general purpose rotor 

control box, but it came preconfigured for the Yae-

su rotors, like mine, that have an AC motor. Most 

of the newer rotors now use a DC motor, which is 

offered in a different controller model. The new 

controller requires just 12VDC. The ERC-M main-

tained use of the old analog controller. The EA4TX 

ARS-USB is a standalone rotor controller.  

 Like most new equipment, I had to take 

the top cover off to make sure all the jumpers 

were configured right. I really wanted to look at 

their design approach. I had some problems with 

Satellite Tracking Control of Rotors 

by Steve Werner, AG4W 

Views of the inside of the ARS-USB controller 

The ARS-USB provides a nice digital readout 



 

 

Satellite Tracking Control of Rotors 

(continued) 
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elevation. Many rotor control programs, like HRD, 

do not allow for the use of different rotor types for 

azimuth and elevation.  It was exciting to finally 

see the rotors match the control program, auto-

matically tracking the RS-44 satellite. 

     
    

 

 

   

   

   
 
   

 

 

 

Itõs time to pay 2026 membership 

dues.  
   

Dues can be paid electronically at the 

NADXC website.  Contact Jim, W1WSF 

(treasurer@nadxc.org) for information 

about other payment options. 

    Upcoming NADXC Meeting 
     

Tuesday, March 10, 2026 
5:45 PM doors open / 6:30 PM 

meeting start 
     

Program:  KH7AL/KH9 Activation of 
Wake Island by Allen Le Vie, KH7AL 

     

Location:  Signals Museum of Infor-
mation Explosion, 1806 University 

Drive NW, Huntsville, AL  35801 and 
via Zoom 

AG4W now has his antennas in sync with his satellite 

auto-tracking control program 

Specs and information about EA4TX rotor interfaces 

can be found at https://ea4tx.com/en/categoria -

producto/antenna-rotator-system/ 

https://www.nadxc.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87082991093?pwd=cEZyek9qcE5wbU1tdXVnSU5rcFdEdz09
https://ea4tx.com/en/categoria-producto/antenna-rotator-system/
https://ea4tx.com/en/categoria-producto/antenna-rotator-system/
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aware that their con-

siderable footprint 

might pose challeng-

es with respect to 

suitability for my 

household. 

 Some of you 

know that I have 

been most recently 

unhappy with my 

neighbor who in-

stalled an electric 

fence to keep their 

livestock in their 

small, fenced prop-

erty.  The fence charger is broadcasting lots of 

noise and a signal that is wiping me out to my 

Southeast.  Because Bouvet Island is active and 

this noise, hash n trash is absolutely killing my 

reception of radio waves to my Southeast, I had to 

do something.  Bouvet Island happens to be in the 

Southeast direction of my QTH. 

 Knowing these facts, I began thinking 

about what type of receive antenna would counter 

this trash that is wiping my reception out. I felt I 

needed an antenna that was isolated and not tied 

to ground. I needed something simple, easy to 

build, but effective to knock out the trash and 

hash. I needed something with very low signal to 

noise (SNR).  I wanted an antenna with a small 

footprint, but with great performance. After re-

search, I came up with the pennant receiving an-

tenna, for which little information is available in 

the ARRLõs antenna books or the ARRL Handbook.   

ON4UNõs Low Band DXing book has a small 

amount of information on the Triangular Loop An-

tenna (i.e. pennant). The internet also has limited 

 My career has led me through several di-

rections in life, but the most notable was when I 

was able to work with and brief full bird colonels, 

one-, two-, and three-star Generals of our U.S. Mili-

tary on specific subjects.  However, most have lim-

ited time to be briefed; therefore, they always re-

quested me to share the bottom line up front 

(BLUF) over my topics.  The BLUF for this article is 

that if you have wanted a small receive antenna 

to help you achieve DXCC (100 countries) and 

more on the low bands (40m, 80m, and 160m), 

this article will explain and show you how to build 

the perfect, small footprint receive antenna. 

 Many of you know that I am a huge fan of 

operating on the amateur radio HF low bands.   

When I started operating 80m and 160m (Top 

Band), I had a misbelief that one antenna would 

do it all.  Wrong!  To operate on the low bands, 

one requires a transmit antenna and a receive 

antenna.  I found this out when I started to òworkó 

my very first DX station.  I foolishly got on one of 

the two low bands only to hear nothing, but static 

and noise.   Because of this, I researched many 

different receive antennas for my 80m and 160m 

operation.  Years ago, I settled on using beverage 

antennas but knew the large footprint might not 

be suitable with my wife.  Beverage antennas are 

not a fit-it-all solution, but most of the time, these 

900 foot long beasts have done the job for me.  

This article discusses why I recently fabricated an-

other receive antenna, especially since Bouvet 

Island DXpedition became active on-the-air as of 

March 1st, 2026.  

 As a result, I conducted extensive research 

into various receive antennas for my operations 

on 80m and 160m. Several years ago, I decided 

to utilize beverage antennas; however, I was 

AC4Gõs Bouvet Island Secret Weapon Low Band Antenna 

by Bruce Smith, AC4G 

Current beverage antenna 

at AC4G QTH (ugly and 

large footprint) 



 

 

AC4Gõs Bouvet Island Secret Weapon 

Low Band Antenna (continued) 
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information. 

 The pennant antenna is isolated electrical-

ly from ground and requires a 4:1 isolation trans-

former.  The transformer keeps the feed line elec-

trically isolated from the rest of the antenna.  The 

antenna has about 35 dB of signal loss as com-

pared to our transmit antennas that pick up a lot 

of noise.  The pennant is a small, low noise receiv-

ing antenna requiring a small amount of real es-

tate to install.  Pennant antennas perform almost 

as well as a 1000-foot beverage antenna.  In 

1998, EA3VY modeled the pennant antenna, an 

antenna elevated above the ground and inde-

pendent of any ground connection.  The triangle 

shaped antenna resembles the shape of a flag.  It 

exhibits a front to back (F/B) of 23 dB on 160m 

with a cardioid shape azimuth pattern like an EWE 

antenna. The null at the rear of the antenna is a 

cardioid pattern of at least 20dB down from the 

front.  

 The antenna I chose to build is a Point-fed 

Pennant because it is fed at the front vertical leg 

of the antenna.  The dimensions and termination 

value in this design have a 14-foot vertical section 

with the point of the pennant 30 feet from the ver-

tical section.  The bottom of the pennant is 1 to 3 

feet above the ground, while the termination resis-

tor is approximately 900 Ohms.  Raising the an-

tenna height from 1 foot to 25 feet has no effect 

on the pattern or feed point impedance. The rear 

of the cardioid pattern has a null that is 37.5 dB 

down from the front.  Feed point resistance is 

~860 - 950 Ohms with zero reactance.  The fol-

lowing diagrams shows the elevation angle and 

azimuthal angle of this antenna.  

Left:  Diagram of the Pennant 

receive antenna (arrows show 

direction of incoming DX 

signals) 

 

Top:  Point-fed Pennant 

elevation plot over good ground 

 

Above:  Point-fed Pennant 

azimuthal plot at a 30 deg 

elevation angle over good 

ground 
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 First, I had to wind the 4:1 isolation trans-

former using one BN-73-202 binocular ferrite 

core.  This takes two sepa-

rate enameled wires; one 

pair connected to the coax 

and the other to the antenna 

elements.  Begin by tightly 

winding three turns of enam-

eled wire around the middle 

core.  Both ends of the wire 

must protrude from different 

holes of the same core.  Pull 

them tight.  Next, wind 12 

t u r n s  o f  e n a m e l e d 

(preferably a different color) wire around the same 

core, but from the other end so that these wires 

protrude from different holes on the same end.  

Refer to the picture for an example.  

 Next, two 470 Ohm resistors need to be 

soldered end-to-end, equaling a value of 940-ohm 

(preferred resistance is 900-ohm).   Install these 

resistors in a plastic box with stainless screws to 

allow the ends of both 37 foot, 14-gauge wires to 

be connected. Install as shown in the picture at 

the lower end. 

 

 Letõs look at the construction of my pen-

nant antenna that I fabricated the week of March 

1st.    Below is the parts list for this project. 

 PARTS LIST: 

¶ Two pieces of 37 foot long, 14-gauge strand-

ed, insulated wire 

¶ One BN-73-202 binocular ferrite core 

¶ One 900-ohm, 5-watt resistor (I used two 470-

ohm, 5-watt resistors in series [940-ohms]) 

¶ Two plastic boxes 

¶ One F-type bulk connector 

¶ Four 14-gauge #8 stud ring terminals 

¶ Four stainless screws and lock nuts 

¶ Enameled transformer-type 30-gauge wire 

¶ Rope and insulators (as required) 

AC4Gõs Bouvet Island Secret Weapon 

Low Band Antenna (continued) 

Parts to build the Point-fed Pennant 

antenna 

Completed 4:1 

transformer 

Resistors soldered end to end 
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the antenna wire into the òpennantó shape. After 

erecting the antenna in the òpennantó triangular 

shape, connect the RG-6 cable TV feedline from 

the pennant antenna to the HF transceiver.  

 Due to the lack of time, I was unable to 

connect my Rig Expert to the feedline to measure 

and plot the SWR.  However, I connected the an-

tenna to my HF rig tuned to 160m and later 80m 

before I made some on-air signal strength meas-

urements and comparisons with my 900 foot bev-

erage antenna.  I first used my 900 foot beverage 

antenna and measured a signal coming in from 

VK6ABC in Western Australia.  The beverage an-

tenna received VK6ABC at minus 15 (-15) using 

FT8 digital mode on 80m, since the 160m band 

only had U.S. stations on the west coast U.S.A.  

Afterwards, I switched from the beverage antenna 

to my new pennant antenna with a flip of an an-

tenna switch.  The signal strength was surprising 

minus 5 (-5).  I couldnõt believe it received better 

than my beverage.  The new pennant outper-

formed my 900 foot beverage antenna.  I selected 

another DX station and similar results were ob-

served. 

 The final exam was taken when I heard 

3Y0K located on Bouvet Island tuned to 40m, 

specifically 7.010 MHz (CW) and 7.090 MHz 

 The next step is to install the 4:1 Trans-

former and install it in the plastic box that will be 

placed on the opposite end of the antenna. Two 

wires wound around the ferrite core connect to 

the F-Type connector center that connects to the 

receiver.  The other wire, with 12 turns wound 

around the ferrite core, connects to the 940-ohm 

resistor. Connect one lead from the ferrite core to 

the plastic box, which will connect to one of the 

37 foot wires that connect to the transformer.  

Connect the other end of the resistor to the other 

37 foot wire that connects to the other side of the 

transformer.   

 The antenna can now be erected as shown 

in the picture. I used PVC pipe as a frame to hold 

AC4Gõs Bouvet Island Secret Weapon 

Low Band Antenna (continued) 

Assembly of the resistor and transformer boxes for 

Point-fed Pennant antenna 

Assembled Pennant antenna (note the triangle 

shape ð wires difficult to see) 
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to cut wire, wind the transformer, build, and as-

semble this antenna.  The most tedious part was 

winding the transformer.  The footprint is surely 

small enough not to create an eye sore for the 

neighbors and spouse. I hope DXers can realize 

that DXCC on 80m and 160m can be achievable 

using a pennant antenna as described.  

References: 

ARRL Antenna Handbook 

ON4UN Low Band DXing 

DXEngineering Official Website 

(FT8).  On both CW and FT8, similar signal 

strengths were observed on my new home-made 

pennant antenna with performance as good as my 

900 foot beverage antenna.  Again, I was aston-

ished by the performance of this antenna.  I also 

received Bouvet Island DXpedition (3Y0K) on 

80m, first on my 900 foot beverage at minus 16 (-

16), then almost as well with this pennant anten-

na at minus 18 (-18). I know ð I made an 80m 

QSO with them. One noteworthy observation was 

that I had almost zero noise on the pennant point-

ed at Bouvet Island through my neighbor, whose 

electric fence was causing me massive interfer-

ence and noise to the South-east.  For complete-

ness, I must tell you that my beverage antenna 

had lots more noise caused by my neighborõs elec-

tric fence. 

 Was this a successful project?  Indeed, it 

was!  Not only was the noise immensely reduced 

on my new pennant antenna, but the signal 

strength was not jeopardized.  The only preamp 

used was the built-in preamp in my HF transceiver 

and is recommended.  The small footprint was 

very notable, especially to my wife.  I hope the 

pennant antenna will perform when I need it to 

make a contact with 3Y0K. 

 For the DXer who does not have the real 

estate for a good receive low band antenna, I 

must recommend this antenna.  Its footprint is 

only 37 feet long, 2 feet wide and 22 feet high 

and performs very well.  Building two pennants 

and phasing them together will only improve per-

formance. I hope the hams who thought operating 

on the low bands using a receive antenna was a 

pipe dream realize their dream can become a re-

ality with the pennant.  The construction is easy 

and uses simple items.  It only took me four hours 

AC4Gõs Bouvet Island Secret Weapon 

Low Band Antenna (continued) 

 
www.W4DXCC.org 

https://www.w4dxcc.org/
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 This monthõs feature comes from the June/July 1980 edition of the LongPath.  Some 

of our members may have worked and remember the DXpeditions listed from Summer 

1980.  The issue also listed the top 20 most wanted entities by club members at that time.  

It would be interesting to see how that list compares to what our members need in 2026. 

Signals from the Past 
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Signals from the Past 
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Signals from the Past 



 

 

Upcoming DX Contests 

by Chuck Lewis, N4NM 

ARRL International DX Contest, (SSB), 160-10 Me-

ters 

Mar. 8, 0000Z to Mar. 9, 2359Z 

Exchange: RS(T), State/Province; DX sends 

pwr 

See page 79, Mar. QST and www.arrl.org/

arrl-dx  

 

FIRAC HF Contest, (CW), 80 ð 10 Meters 

Mar. 8,0700Z to Mar. 8, 1700Z 

Exchange: RST, Serial #; FIRAC members 

add òFó 

See page 79, Mar. QST and www.firac.de  

  

 

Stew Perry Topband Challenge, (CW), 160 Meters 

Mar 14, 1500Z to Mar 15, 1500Z 

Exchange: 4-Character grid square 

See page 79, Mar. QST or http://

www.kkn.net/stew/  

 
   

Tesla Memorial HF CW Contest, (CW), 80 & 40 

Meters  

Mar 14, 1800Z to Mar, 15, 0559Z 

Exchange: RST, Serial #, and 4-char. grid 

See page 79, Mar. QST and http://

www.radiosport.yu1srs.org.rs/

HFTeslaMemorial/ 

 
   

YB DX RTTY Contest, (DIG), 80-20 Meters  

Mar 14, 0000Z to Mar 14, 2359Z  

Exchange: RST, Serial # 

See page 79, Mar. QST and 

www.rtty.ybdxcontest.com  

    

   
RSGB FT4 Contest, (DIG), 80-10 Meters  

Mar 16, 2000Z to Mar 16, 2200Z 

Exchange: RST 

See page 79, Mar. QST and www.rsgbcc.org  
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BARTG HF RTTY Contest, (DIG), 80 ð 10 Meters  

Mar 21, 0200Z to Mar 23, 0159Z 

Exchange: RST plus 3-digit S.N. plus 4-digit 

UTC time. 

See page 79, Mar. QST or www.bartg.org.uk  

 

 

 

 
    

 

Russian DX Contest (PH/CW), 160 - 10 Meters 

Mar 21, 1200Z to Mar 22, 1200Z 

Exchange: RS(T) plus serial #; or RS(T) + Oblast # 

See page 79, Mar. QST or www.rdxc.org  

    
UBA Spring Contest, SSB (PH), 80 Meters 

Mar, 22, 0700Z to Mar 22, 1100Z 

Exchange: RS, Serial, UBA section (if any) 

See www.uba.be/hf/contest-rules   

    

 

 

CQWW WPX Contest, SSB, (PH), 160 ð 10 meters 

Mar 28, 0000Z to Mar 29, 2359Z  

Exchange: RS plus Serial #. 

See page 79, Mar. QST or 

www.cqwpx.com/rules.htm  

 

   
OTHERS 

SP DX Contest 1500Z, April 4 to 1500Z April 5 

OK1WC Memorial, 1630Z to 1729Z, Apr. 6 

Dates & times often change or are misprinted in 
the journals; beware.   

   

Contest information acquired from: http://
www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html 

http://www.arrl.org/arrl-dx
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-dx
http://www.firac.de
http://www.kkn.net/stew/
http://www.kkn.net/stew/
http://www.radiosport.yu1srs.org.rs/HFTeslaMemorial/
http://www.radiosport.yu1srs.org.rs/HFTeslaMemorial/
http://www.radiosport.yu1srs.org.rs/HFTeslaMemorial/
http://www.rtty.ybdxcontest.com
http://www.rsgbcc.org
http://www.bartg.org.uk
http://www.rdxc.org
http://www.uba.be/hf/contest-rules
http://www.cqwpx.com/rules.htm
http://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html
http://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html
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DXpeditions in March 2026 
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