
 

 

Winter Arrives with a Punch 

 January closed with a blast of 

ice and snow across southern Tennes-

see, northern Alabama, and much of 

the Southeast. Temperatures dipped to 

11°F with highs stuck in the mid‑20s, 

leaving many of us iced in for days. 

Hopefully everyone’s antennas survived 

the storm without major damage. 

CQWW 160m Contest: A Weekend of 

Extremes 

 I managed to get on the air Fri-

day night for the CQWW 160‑meter 

Contest and made steady progress de-

spite weak European signals. A few EU 

and Caribbean stations made it into the 

log, along with plenty from North Ameri-

ca. 

 Saturday evening was a differ-

ent story. At 4:00 P.M. CST I attempted 

to resume operating, only to discover 

that freezing rain and sleet had coated 

every HF antenna on the property. My 

160‑meter vertical showed extremely 

high SWR across the band, shutting 

down any hope of additional European 

contacts. The ice didn’t melt until well 

after the contest ended. 

Board Activity & 2026 Budget Planning 

 Your NADXC Board of Directors 

has met several times since our last 
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club meeting to prepare the 2026 

budget. At our February 10 meeting, 

members will review and vote on the 

proposed budget, which includes: 

• Increased support for major and 

minor DXpeditions 

• Funding for club‑sponsored events 

throughout the year 

• Preparations for Huntsville’s role as 

host of the National ARRL Conven-

tion 

• Planning another outstanding DX 

Banquet, aligned with the National 

Convention 

DXpeditions Heating Up Early in 2026 

 Several major DXpeditions are 

active or approaching: 

• Desecheo Island – On the air now, 

operating low power from off‑island 

equipment 

• Bouvet Island (3Y0K) – Delayed two 

weeks; team currently in South Afri-

ca awaiting transport 

• Lakshadweep Island (VU7RS) – Ex-

pected soon 

 And many more will follow 

throughout the year. Now is a great 

time to ensure your station is ready for 

new countries, bands, and modes. 

 

From the President 

by Bruce Smith, AC4G 



 

 

Page 2           The LongPath                              February 2026    Volume 50 Issue 2 

neering products are extremely high-performance 

and high quality products, they have one disad-

vantage. They don’t provide schematics. I have 

worked on this antenna 

many times, so I am very 

familiar with how to trou-

bleshoot it.  

 This time it was eas-

ier since I had my new port-

able ZOYI Oscilloscope /

Multimeter / Function Gen-

erator that I reviewed in 

the September 2025 

Longpath. The Control Box 

provides DC power and 

must route the RF Signals 

to the 8 verti-

cal matching 

units at the 

verticals. My 

new tester 

could inject 

RF and I could 

follow it to the 

outputs and 

check for DC 

power. Two of 

 Usually, I try to improve or repair antennas 

in the spring or fall. This year seems to be an ex-

ception. Both of my low band receive antennas 

were not working correctly. My 8 vertical receive 

array stopped 

working entirely. 

Last summer fire 

ants built a large 

mound under 

and around the 

control box that I 

sprayed multiple 

times. I thought 

they had just de-

stroyed the power 

connector, so I re-

placed that. It didn’t 

help. On January 

4th I removed the 

control box, since it 

was a warm day. 

After opening the 

box and finding dirt 

and ants, the first 

objective was to 

clean everything. 

Although DX Engi-

From the President 

(continued) 

February Club Meeting 

Date: February 10 

Time: 6:30 P.M. CST 

Location: Signals Museum of Information  

     Explosion 

Address: 1806 University Dr, Huntsville, AL 35801 

Zoom: Available for those unable to attend in per-

son 

 This month’s program features Dr. Barry 

Johnson, W4WB, presenting “Working DX Using a 

Scissors Jack.” It promises to be a unique and in-

formative session, and I’m looking forward to 

hearing Barry’s insights. 

 I hope to see everyone at the meeting—

either in person or on Zoom.   

Winter Antenna Repairs 

by Steve Werner, AG4W 

Top:  ZOYI O-scope/MM/FG  

Above:  Control box wire jumpers 

Fire ants were able to enter 

the control box and cause 

issues. 
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the traces were open from the power connector 

and were repaired with wire jumpers. On January 

5th, I reinstalled the cleaned and tested Control 

Box. Two perfect antenna farming days over 50 

degrees in January.  

 I also removed the load resistor control 

boxes from my two Bever-

age Antennas. I had used 

wood to cover the alumi-

num cans. They had been 

damaged from the weather. 

One was far worse than the 

other. Mike, KF4BOG had 

recently had a box 3D print-

ed at the Huntsville down-

town library so I took the 

opportunity to have him get 

2 plastic pieces 3D printed 

for these switch boxes. 

They sure look better but I 

know they also will need 

replaced because PLA plas-

tic does not hold up well 

outdoors. Just like the 

wood, the one in the shade 

will do better. Perhaps I can 

give the model to someone 

that has ASA or PETG which 

are recommended for UV 

stability and weather re-

sistance.  

 The real problem 

was not the enclosure. The 

relay coil had failed in both 

boxes along with a capacitor in one box. My 

new $8.53 component tester found a bad capaci-

tor. I expect both failed due to high voltage, due to 

close by lightning. 

Generally, the load 

resistors fail in the 

beverage antennas. 

The relay switches 

out the resistor to 

make the beverage 

bi-directional. 

 It is im-

portant to keep all 

your antennas func-

tioning. You never 

know when the 

opening of the year will show up or what band it 

will be on. We recently had one on January 21 at 

0200 UTC on 6 meters. Bruce, AC4G called and 

texted while I was at school that KP5/NP3VI was 

on 6 meters. Bruce and I seem to swap who is not 

at home when we have a 6-meter opening. Most 

of the time, even if we race home, the opening is 

gone by the time we get home. This one was unu-

sual because of the length of the opening and the 

unusually strong signals coming out of the Carib-

bean after dark. Several club members not only 

got the KP5 but also VP2MAA and PJ7/IZ2DPX. 

They were also new ones for me on 6 meters. I 

believe November 11, 2024 was the last time I 

got that many new ones in one day on 6 meters.  

Winter Antenna Repairs 

(continued) 

The aluminum 

boxes were 

replaced, as well as 

the bad relay coils 

and capacitor. 

AG4W’s component tester 

    Upcoming NADXC Meeting 
     

Tuesday, February 10, 2026 
5:45 PM doors open / 6:30 PM 

meeting start 
     

Program:  Working DX Using a Scis-
sors Jack by Barry Johnson, W4WB 

     

Location:  Signals Museum of Infor-
mation Explosion, 1806 University 

Drive NW, Huntsville, AL  35801 and 
via Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87082991093?pwd=cEZyek9qcE5wbU1tdXVnSU5rcFdEdz09
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tronic din, making the true challenge not power, 

but the ability to hear weak signals through the 

noise fog. As the noise floor climbs, the range and 

performance of even the best receivers drop, di-

rectly impacting your ability to make contacts. 

 DX signals often reach your antenna with 

very low power, sometimes as little as −120 dBm 

to −140 dBm, which is just a fraction of a 

picowatt. To hear these signals, your receiver 

needs a minimum Signal-to-Noise Ratio (SNR), so 

the signal must be strong enough to overcome the 

background noise. If your noise floor goes up by 

S2 (12 decibels) because of a neighbor’s LED 

lights, a 100-watt DX station you could hear be-

fore would now need 1,600 watts to be just as 

clear. High noise often makes DXers switch from 

voice or CW to digital modes like FT8, which can 

decode signals as weak as −24 dB SNR. Noise 

can create a one-way path, leading to the frustrat-

ing "Alligator" station (all mouth, no ears) even 

when the ionosphere is open. Imagine you have a 

1kW amplifier, but your noise floor is S7. You send 

your signal loud and clear to a DX station in a qui-

et rural village in New Zealand. They hear you per-

fectly and give you a 59 report. But when they re-

ply with 100 watts, their signal only reaches S3 at 

your antenna. With your noise floor at S7, you 

can’t hear their S3 reply. The contact fails. You 

keep calling "CQ DX," but you can’t hear anyone 

answer. 

 Before the mid-1990s, RFI usually came 

from things like car ignition systems, brush mo-

tors, and old fluorescent lights. Since then, energy

-efficient, low-voltage devices have made Switch-

Mode Power Supplies (SMPSs) common for AC-to-

DC conversion. SMPSs work by quickly switching 

high currents, often at tens to hundreds of kHz. If 

  You’ve saved for six months and finally 

open your new Gizmotron 1000 transceiver, with 

its bright waterfall screen and claims you’ll hear 

even the faintest transmissions. If people lived on 

Mars, you might reach them with just a dipole. 

Everything is set; you power it on and tune to 80 

meters...and the S-meter immediately jumps to 

S7. 

 At first, you hope it’s just the ionosphere or 

sunspots, but you check, and the band conditions 

are fine. You turn off the pre-amp. Still S7. You 

turn off the radio. Still S7! (Just kidding) You first 

suspect the noise is local, probably coming from 

somewhere in your own home. 

 You act methodically: switching off each 

breaker while your wife checks for changes on the 

S-meter, then finally flipping the main. The house 

goes quiet. Sitting in your shack on a 12V battery, 

you watch the S-meter, but it only drops to S6.5. 

Maybe the UPS is to blame? You remove it, but 

the S-meter remains at S6.5. 

 The noise isn’t from inside your house. To-

day, a higher noise floor is part of being a ham. 

Static is everywhere, brought by billions of gadg-

ets. You paid for a better radio, but still hear noise 

from the 5G repeater down the street and your 

neighbor’s Wi-Fi toaster. Glancing at the S-meter, 

you remember your old crystal radio—quieter, with 

fewer features but free from worldwide static. 

 For hams today, the ever-increasing noise 

floor is often the core obstacle to long-distance 

communication. This interference now comes 

mainly from man-made sources, such as electron-

ic devices, as well as natural electromagnetic 

noise. Over the past 25 years, amateur frequen-

cies have become clouded by this growing elec-

World Wide Noise:  The New Normal 

by Jim Brown, W1WSF 
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they are poorly designed or cheaply made, they 

don’t filter noise well and send out broadband RF 

interference across the HF and lower VHF bands. 

With so many of these devices in every home, like 

LED lights, phone chargers, network switches, and 

computers, the noise floor in residential areas has 

gone up a lot, often by 10 to 20 dB (S2 to S4) on 

the lower bands. 

 This growing noise issue is at the heart of 

modern radio communications issues. The global 

spread of electronic devices now creates a perva-

sive "electrosmog" that is far more than just a lo-

cal concern. Addressing the worldwide rise in 

noise floors is now crucial for every operator. The 

future of DXing—and amateur radio in general—

depends on developing advanced, adaptive solu-

tions to stay ahead of increasing RFI. 

 A promising new way to reduce noise is by 

using Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Machine 

Learning (ML) filtering, which works differently 

from traditional methods. Traditional Digital Signal 

Processing (DSP) uses fixed algorithms, such as 

Dynamic Noise Reduction (DNR), that rely on the 

statistical properties of noise and can sometimes 

produce unwanted effects. AI and machine learn-

ing systems are trained on large amounts of real 

amateur radio audio, including CW, SSB, various 

accents, and all kinds of RFI and QRN. They learn 

to tell the difference between the signals you want 

and the noise. 

 A video from the 2025 Hamvention, "RM 

Noise - Using AI to Remove Noise from CCB and 

CW Signals," (https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=I34cA3mTIlI) shows a current AI-based system 

that demonstrates how machine learning could 

clean up amateur radio signals in real time. 

 Besides AI, advanced spatial and phasing 

techniques help reduce noise. Most DX signals 

come at low angles, while local noise arrives from 

various directions. Blocking noise before it reach-

es your receiver is best, often achieved by anten-

na separation. Antenna Noise Cancelers like the 

Timewave ANC 5 (expected early 2026) use a sep-

arate sense antenna to invert local noise and can-

cel it before it reaches your receiver’s AGC. Direc-

tional receive-only arrays—magnetic loops, Bever-

age, and K9AY antennas—can further lower the 

noise floor, outperforming standard transmitting 

antennas. 

 Despite the overwhelming rise in the noise 

floor, DXing's future remains bright because the 

ongoing fight against noise is now driving innova-

tion. DXers must act: embrace new, smarter tech-

nologies and focus on their role in a more con-

nected, quieter spectrum. By experimenting and 

adapting as a community, we can ensure that 

making global contacts endures—no matter how 

noisy the world becomes.  

World Wide Noise:  The New Normal 

(continued) 

   

   
 
   

 

 

 

It’s time to pay 2026 membership 

dues.  
   

Dues can be paid electronically at the 

NADXC website.  Contact Jim, W1WSF 

(treasurer@nadxc.org) for information 

about other payment options. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I34cA3mTIlI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I34cA3mTIlI
https://www.nadxc.org/
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from Desecheo (KP5) and is high on the wanted 

list.  However, there have been many negative 

comments on the spotting clusters like I have 

seen with other rare DXpeditions.  I will be explor-

ing some of the negative behavior with the ama-

teur radio community, using this DXpedition as an 

example. 

 Why do ham operators exhibit negative be-

havior when a rare DXCC country is activated?  

This seems to be the case when any rare country 

is activated.  The picture below is an example of 

the comments that can be seen on any given DX 

spotting cluster for any 

given DXpedition, but 

these are specific to 

the Desecheo DXpedi-

tion. 

  Other DXpedi-

tions of the past, such 

as Bouvet Island, Peter 

1, Crozet Island, and 

other rare countries in 

the top 25 “Most Want-

ed” DXCC entities also 

had ham radio DX op-

erators exhibiting the 

same or similar behav-

ior. DXpeditions of yes-

ter-year had similar be-

havior from ham radio 

operators worldwide, 

but operators did not 

 For the DXer, achieving DXCC Honor Roll or 

other prestigious awards are some of many high 

honors an amateur radio operator can achieve.  

However, it requires hams to be adventurous and 

travel to exotic locations to activate rare DXCC en-

tities.  One of the rarest and expensive DXpedi-

tions in history is coming up from Bouvet Island in 

late-February. Recently, a team of amateur radio 

operators from Puerto Rico and from around the 

world began activation of one of the top DXCC rare 

countries, Desecheo Island near Puerto Rico.  It 

has been years since the last DXpedition occurred 

Obscene Comments During DXpedition Operations  

on Ham Radio Spotting Clusters 

by Bruce Smith, AC4G 

Left:  A typical example 

of negative cluster 

comments 



 

 

Obscene Comments During 

DXpedition Operations on Ham Radio 

Spotting Clusters (continued) 
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voice their terrible behavior as seen these days.  

DXpeditions years ago did not use world-wide in-

ternet clusters because they were unavailable; 

therefore, behavior was unfortunately acted out 

on the air. 

 Ham radio DX spotting clusters play a vital 

role in connecting amateur radio operators world-

wide, allowing DX enthusiasts to make contacts or 

all time new QSOs (ATNOs) or band modes and 

slots with a new DXCC country. These clusters 

serve as virtual meeting points, helping operators 

chase rare countries and expand their logbooks.  

Ham operators provide frequency and mode info 

about where to receive the transmissions from the 

rare DX team.  This allows a chance for low power, 

non-experienced hams to make a QSO.  Having 

“ears” from all over the world to share this perti-

nent information for making a QSO makes the ex-

perience much easier. However, alongside the ex-

citement of DXpedition operations, a troubling 

trend has emerged: the prevalence of obscene or 

hostile comments posted on these platforms. 

 There are several reasons why DXpeditions 

seem to attract a disproportionate number of neg-

ative remarks. First, the high level of competition 

for rare contacts can lead to frustration when op-

erators feel they are being repeatedly "missed" or 

"overlooked." This frustration sometimes boils 

over into inappropriate language or personal at-

tacks, especially when pileups are poorly man-

aged or when operators perceive favoritism.  

Many times, it is because of a language barrier. 

 For example, users might post derogatory 

remarks such as, “Working their buddies first,” 

“This DXpedition is a joke—nobody but their 

friends get through,” or use vulgarities like “What 

a &%$# mess, operators don’t have a clue” or ”NA 

Greenhorns!”   

 The real-time, anonymous nature of many 

spotting clusters also makes it easier for individu-

als to vent without immediate consequences, am-

plifying the problem. It’s not uncommon to see 

messages filled with all-caps shouting insults di-

rected at the DXpedition team, or even other 

hams: “LID ops ruining everything AGAIN!” or “Why 

don’t you all just quit if you can’t do your job?” or 

“Working only &$##ing NA!” From my observa-

tions, the current Desecheo team has been work-

ing hard to effectively manage their pileups and 

work the difficult to hear distant DX stations. 

 Additionally, DXpeditions often operate 

from remote or challenging locations, where tech-

nical difficulties, propagation issues, and limited 

operator resources can hinder smooth operations.   

The current team is operating without any HF am-

plifiers using a low power, 100-watt transceiver, 

perhaps making reception on the other side of the 

globe very difficult.  When communication is un-

clear or mismanaged, it can further promote tem-

pers among those waiting for a chance to make 

contact. Some users, emboldened by the lack of 

moderation or accountability, may post obscene 

comments simply to provoke reactions or express 

dissatisfaction. For instance, when a station goes 

silent due to a technical glitch, cluster posts 

quickly hit the clusters and devolve into sarcasm 

or attacks, such as, “Of course they disappeared, 

just like their skills!” or even explicit rants ques-

tioning the team’s competence or intent. While 

this has not been the case with the current 

Desecheo activation, several recent DXpeditions, 

and many in the past, have not communicated 

well with the ham community. 

 Addressing this issue requires a combina-

tion of better understanding of the DXpedition 

equipment setup, which includes transceivers be-
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 By fostering a more positive environment 

and knowledge of the DX location and conditions, 

DX spotting clusters and amateur radio operators 

themselves can ensure that these remarkable 

global events remain enjoyable for all participants. 

The current team is undeserving of the remarks 

seen on the cluster(s). Amateur radio DX opera-

tors are better than this.  As a community, we 

should always exhibit good behavior so that the 

public will want to become a part of ham radio, 

not be run off from all the negative behavior that 

many operators exhibit today on DX spotting clus-

ters. 

  

ing used, if HF amplifiers are in use, and antenna 

types and configuration; moderation tools; clear 

community guidelines; and a renewed focus on 

the spirit of amateur radio. DXing, a facet of ama-

teur radio, is a hobby rooted in cooperation, re-

spect, and international goodwill.  The DX Code of 

Conduct appears to be set aside when a DXCC 

entity such as Desecheo is activated and almost 

every ham operator needs it for their logbook. 

Obscene Comments During 

DXpedition Operations on Ham Radio 

Spotting Clusters (continued) 

    

About the NADXC 

   

2026 NADXC Officers and Directors 

President         Bruce Smith, AC4G 

Vice President     Fred Kepner, K3FRK 

Sec./Treasurer Jim Brown, W1WSF 

Directors  Chuck Lewis, N4NM 

   Mick Bell, N8AU 

   Bob DePierre, K8KI (Ex- 

   officio) 

    

How to Join 

Come to a club meeting or send in an appli-

cation by mail (form on www.NADXC.org)   

  

Monthly Meetings 

Meetings are held at the Museum of Infor-

mation Explosion at 6:30pm on the 2nd 

Tuesday of each month.  Participants can 

also join the meeting virtually via Zoom.  
  

This edition of The LongPath published by  

Fred Kepner, K3FRK 

https://www.nadxc.org/how-to-join-the-nadx-club/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87082991093?pwd=cEZyek9qcE5wbU1tdXVnSU5rcFdEdz09
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 As announced in last month’s LongPath, we are celebrating the 60th anniversary of 

the NADXC this year.  In celebration, we will feature articles and documents from the club 

archives in every edition of the LongPath.  This month’s feature comes from the January 

1981 edition of the LongPath. 

Signals from the Past 
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Signals from the Past (continued) 
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Signals from the Past (continued) 



 

 

Upcoming DX Contests 

by Chuck Lewis, N4NM 

 

 

 

European Union DX Contest, (CW, SSB), 160 – 10 

meters 

Feb 7, 1200Z to Feb 8, 1200Z 

Exchange: RS(T),ITU zone; EU Union sends union 

region 

See page 73, Feb. QST and www.eudx-

contest.com   

   
Mexico RTTY International Contest, (DIG), 80-10 

meters 

Feb 7, 1200Z to Feb 8, 2359Z 

Exchange: RST, Serial #; XE sends 

XE state 

See page 73, Feb QST and 

rtty.fmre.mx  

 
   

YLRL YL-OM Contest, (CW, SSB, DIG), all bands 

except WARC 

Feb 13, 0000Z to Feb 14, 2329Z 

Exchange: RS(T) plus Serial, State, Prov-

ince, Country 

See page 73, Feb QST and www.ylrl.org   

 

     
DARC FT4 contest, (DIG),80 & 40 meters 

Feb 10, 11900Z to Feb 10, 2029Z 

Exchange; RST, 4 char, grid square 

See page 73, Feb QSt and www.darc.de  

 

 

   
CQWW RTTY WPX Contest, (DIG), 80-10 meters 

Feb 14, 0000Z to Feb 15, 2359Z 

Exchange: RST & Serial No. 

See page 73, Feb. QST and 

www.cqwpxrtty.com/rules.htm  
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Asia-Pacific Sprint, (CW), 40 & 20 meters 

Feb 14, 1100Z to Feb 14, 1300Z 

Exchange: RST & serial # 

See page 73, Feb. QST and www.jsfc.org/

apsprint/aprule.txt 

  

   
KCJ Topband Contest, (CW), 160 meters 

Feb 14, 1200Z to Feb 16, 1200Z 

Exchange: RST + CQ zone; JA sends 

prefecture 

See page 73, Feb QST and www.kcj-

cw.com    

 
   

Dutch PACC Contest, (CW, SSB), 160-10 meters 

Feb 14, 1200Z to Feb 15, 1200Z 

Exchange: RS(T), + serial # or PA province 

See page 73, Feb. QST and pacc.veron.nl  

 

 

   
RSGB 1.8 MHz. Contest, 160 meters  

Feb 14, 2000Z to Feb 14, 2300Z 

Exchange: RST, Serial #. UK sends district 

code. 

See page 73, Feb QST and www.rsgbcc.org 

  

   
Balkan HF Contest, (CW, SSB), 80 & 40 meters 

Feb 15, 1300Z to Feb 15, 1700Z 

Exchange: RS(T) + Serial # 

See page 73, Feb QST and www.bfra.bg   

 

 

   
ARRL Intl. DX Contest, (CW), 160-10 meters  

Feb 21, 0000Z to Feb 22, 2359Z 

Exchange: RST plus State/Province; DX 

send RST plus pwr. 

See page 73, Feb. QST and www.arrl.org/

arrl-dx  

http://www.eudx-contest.com
http://www.eudx-contest.com
https://rtty.fmre.mx/
http://www.ylrl.org
http://www.darc.de
http://www.cqwpxrtty.com/rules.htm
http://www.jsfc.org/apsprint/aprule.txt
http://www.jsfc.org/apsprint/aprule.txt
http://www.kcj-cw.com
http://www.kcj-cw.com
https://veron.nl/vereniging/commissies-en-werkgroepen/traffic-bureau/hf-contesten/pacc-contest/
http://www.rsgbcc.org
http://www.bfra.bg
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-dx
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-dx


 

 

Dates & times often change or are misprinted in 

the journals; beware.   

Contest information acquired from: http://

www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html 
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World Wide Argentina DX Contest,(CW, SSB), 80 – 

10 meters 

Feb 22, 0000Z to Feb 22, 2359Z 

Exchange: RS(T), 4-char. grid square 

See page 73, Feb. QST and world-

wideargentina.com.ar (website down 

at time of LongPath publication) 

 
   

CQ160 Meter Contest,  (SSB), 160 meters 

Feb 27, 2200Z to Mar 1, 2200Z 

Exchange: RS & SP or CQ zone 

See page 73, Feb QST, and 

www.cq160.com/rules.htm 

 

   
REF French Contest (PH), 80-10 meters 

Feb 21 0600Z to Feb 22, 1800Z 

Exchange: RS plus Serial No.; F stns. send 

Dept. 

See page 73, Feb. QST and https://

concours.r-e-f.org/contest/ 

   
UBA (Belgium) Contest (CW), 80-10 meters 

Feb 28, 1300Z to Mar 1, 1300Z 

Exchange: RST plus Serial No.; ON stns. 

send province 

See page 73 Feb. QST and www.uba.be/en  

 

 
   

ARRL Intl. DX Contest, (PHONE), 160-10 meters 

Mar 7, 0000Z to Mar 8, 2359Z 

Exchange: RS plus State/Province; DX send 

RS plus pwr. 

See www.arrl.org/arrl-dx  

 

   
Stew Perry Topband Challenge, (CW), 160 meters 

Mar 14, 1500Z to Mar 15, 1500Z 

Exchange: 4 Character Grid Square 

See www.kkn.net/stew  

 

Upcoming DX Contests 

(continued) 

 
www.W4DXCC.org 

http://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html
http://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html
https://worldwideargentina.com.ar/
https://worldwideargentina.com.ar/
http://www.cq160.com/rules.htm
https://concours.r-e-f.org/contest/
https://concours.r-e-f.org/contest/
http://www.uba.be/en
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-dx
http://www.kkn.net/stew
https://www.w4dxcc.org/
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Club Business and Announcements 
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 Bruce, AC4G, called the first meeting of 

2026 to order at 6:30pm at the Signals Museum. 

There were 15 members and 3 guests present, 

along with 5 members online via Zoom. Bruce not-

ed that the evening's speaker was our own Steve 

Werner, AG4W, who would speak about the Sierra 

Leone DXpedition he participated in. Bruce also 

introduced the club officers and announced the 

DXs worked by members over the last month. 

 Fred Kepner, K3FRK, showed the group 

the NADXC Honor Roll Plaques, which will be dis-

played in the museum. Fred also thanked Barry 

Johnson, W4WB, for writing the submission state-

ment for the 12 issues of the LongPath submitted 

to the ARRL for consideration in the club newslet-

ter contest. 

 It was reported that the old and new Secre-

tary/Treasurer had presented the 2025 financial 

status to the Board of Directors (BOD). A vote on 

the 2025 budget report was taken and approved. 

A vote was also taken on the December 2025 

minutes, and they were also approved. Bruce not-

ed that dues are due and that members should 

contact Jim Brown, W1WSF, to ensure they are 

paid. It was reported that the BOD met in early 

January to discuss the 2026 budget and would 

meet again in January to complete a review. The 

budget will be reported to the membership in Feb-

ruary, and a vote will be held on approving it. It 

was also reported that the NADXC is under signifi-

cant pressure to increase the size of the 2026 

banquet to accommodate the ARRL National Con-

vention being held at the Huntsville Hamfest. 

January Meeting Minutes and Financial Report 

by Jim Brown, W1WSF 

 A discussion on the status of the NADXC 

2M repeater was held. Chuck Lewis, N4NM, 

agreed to contact the property owners regarding 

the removal or repair of the tower damaged in 

May 2025. He will provide a report to the club. 

 Bruce reported that we are not going to 

sell tickets to the banquet at the February Ham-

cation, as we do not yet know the size of the ven-

ue that we will be using. The possibility of using 

the Elks Club was discussed. Jill Brown, K4TXT, is 

compiling a spreadsheet to present to the BOD on 

possible venue locations and costs. Bruce brought 

up the possibility of using the Rotor Rooter facility. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 6:55pm, 

and Steve Werner gave a very interesting and in-

formative presentation on the excitement and les-

sons learned from the Sierra Leone 9L8MD DXpe-

dition, which took place on October 30 - Novem-

ber 10, 2025.   
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 The club’s Board of Directors 

has prepared the included 2026 pro-

posed budget.  This budget will be pre-

sented to the membership at the Feb-

ruary 10th, 2026 meeting.  Please re-

view the budget and attend the meet-

ing (in person or on Zoom) prepared 

with any questions or concerns.  At the 

conclusion of the discussion, the club 

membership will hold a vote on wheth-

er or not to accept the proposed budg-

et.  As a reminder, voting rights are 

reserved for paid members.  Please 

be sure to pay your 2026 dues prior to 

the meeting.  Dues can be paid elec-

tronically on the NADXC website or to 

Jim, W1WSF at the meeting.  Please 

contact Jim with any dues-related 

questions (treasurer@nadxc.org). 

Proposed 2026 Club Budget 

https://www.nadxc.org/how-to-join-the-nadx-club/


 

 

North Alabama DX Club (NADXC) 

“Club Fact Sheet” 

Who We Are:  NADXC is a group of active radio amateurs with a deep compassion for working DX, 

contesting, and other aspects of Amateur Radio.  We welcome everyone who is interested in joining 

our club.  NADXC members are active in all facets of DX and contesting.  The NADXC also donates 

funding for various DXpeditions all over the world.  The NADXC sponsors a DX Banquet in mid-

August of every year in conjunction with the Huntsville Hamfest in Huntsville, Alabama.  NADXC 

members moderate various programs at club meetings and during the Huntsville Hamfest, covering 

amateur radio technical and operating topics for all to learn and enjoy.  The NADXC sponsors a pres-

tigious award at the end of year for the most deserving DXer of the Year from the NADXC club. 

DX Funding Policy:  The policy supports major DXpeditions that meet our requirements for fi-

nancial sponsorship.  Details are available on the NADXC website and in the “LongPath” newsletter. 

Club History:  The NADXC was organized in December 1966 by a group of 12 charter members.  

The original constitution was adopted and signed on December 19, 1966.  The first chairman was 

Dan Whitsett, W4BRE (SK). In the early-1970’s, the NADXC was custodian of the W4, K4 QSL Bu-

reau which became such a huge undertaking that it eventually was passed to other larger clubs.  In 

January of 1977, the club bought a VHF repeater for sharing DX spots and hosting a weekly net on 

Wednesday nights.  The repeater was located on Redstone Arsenal, Weeden Mountain using the fre-

quencies of 147.91/147.31 MHz on two meters.  Today, the repeater has been relocated and utilizes 

the frequencies of 147.90/147.30 MHz, with a callsign of W4QB.  The weekly net has been discontin-

ued.  In 1980, the club started the monthly newsletter known as the “LongPath” which currently con-

tinues to be produced every month. 

While organized as a DX club, NADXC members are active in all aspects of the hobby.  We trust that 

this information will be of interest to all and hope all hams have a long and pleasant association with 

the NADXC.  

Requirements for Membership: The NADXC welcomes all hams radio operators who have an 

interest in DXing.  It does not matter whether you are a new ham, a seasoned ham operator, an old-

timer to DXing, or a ham who has just been hit with the DX bug; everyone is welcome!  See the club 

website: www.nadxc.org. Dues are paid in January of every year. 

Meetings:  The NADX club meets the second Tuesday night of every month, with the current loca-

tion at the Signals Museum of Information Explosion (MIE) located at 1806 University Drive, 

Huntsville, Alabama and virtually via Zoom.  Some members gather early to eat their dinner, social-

ize, discuss DX worked, and then we have a short business meeting starting at 6:30 P.M. CT. fol-

lowed by an exciting, interesting program to help, entertain, and teach members about DX and ama-

teur radio in general.  

Club Officers:  There are four elected officers (President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer) 

and three elected directors on the NADXC Board of Directors.  The current roster of club officers and 

directors can be seen of the NADXC web site or in the “Longpath” newsletter, which is uploaded each 

month to the club website. 

Website:  The NADXC club maintains a website at www.nadxc.org.  This site provides club infor-
mation and activities throughout the year about a variety of subjects related to the club, DX, and am-
ateur radio. 

http://www.nadxc.org
http://www.nadxc.org

