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Ham CalendarHam CalendarHam CalendarHam Calendar    
By Tom Duncan, KG4CUY 
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7 PM Tuesday7 PM Tuesday7 PM Tuesday7 PM Tuesday    

May 13th, 2008 

at Ryan’s Steak House 

on University 

How to JoinHow to JoinHow to JoinHow to Join    

* Come to a 

club meeting;  

* or send in an 

application by 

mail (form on 

www.NADXC.org)  

* or call         

Jason Amos at 

(256)963-6833 

Mobile Antenna Design for Effective HF WorkMobile Antenna Design for Effective HF WorkMobile Antenna Design for Effective HF WorkMobile Antenna Design for Effective HF Work    
Program by Sy Moskowitz, W4IFG 

    Think your back yard is too small for really 

effective antennas?  Sy’s “back yard” has fewer 

than 100 square feet, but with 336 countries 

worked mobile, he certainly knows how to radi-

ate well.  Hear about it next Tuesday evening.  

The business meeting begins at 7:00, program 

at 7:30, but get there around 6:15 for dinner. 

    Like many pursuits, ham radio may be ap-

proached with varying degrees of zeal.  There 

are individuals who are “occasional hams”, and 

there are those who are “completely eaten up 

with it”.  But there is also considerable short-

term variation in each ham’s attention to his 

hobby, based on other obligations, and inter-

ests. 

    Fortunately, the ham calendar accommo-

dates our own variability.  There are various 

pieces of contest season:  the big DX contests 

tend to take the summer off.  There is a winter 

season for the low bands, and a summer spo-

radic-E season (and maybe a little winter one, 

too).  Hamfests tend to be more numerous in 

the summer.  Indoor activities like circuit tinker-

ing, we may surmise, is more suitable for the 

cold winter months, while antenna projects are 

better suited for spring, summer, and fall. 

    So, every ham’s calendar may be uniquely 

tailored to his own interests and availability, 

and those of us who are more the “occasional 

ham” have considerable latitude indeed be-

cause of the few activities and occasion we 

need to handle, while those “completely eaten 

up with it” are more constrained. 

    Except, as I am beginning to see, for three 

days which are about as likely to change as 

New Year’s Day:  Dayton, Field Day, and Hunts-

ville Hamfest. 

    I can’t yet speak from experience about Day-

ton:  this will be my first year.  I believe it is, for 

hams, at minimum a once-in-a-lifetime require-

ment, like the hajj.  Similarly, I understand there 

is no prohibition on attending multiple times, and 

I am steeling myself to concentrate on affairs of 

the mind, like forum presentations, rather than 

scouring the flea market.   Just in case, ample 

cargo space has been reserved. 

    The Field Day phenomenon illustrates a certain 

propensity common to all participants to show off 

one or more of their organizational, logistical, 

technical, operating, and brute-force (including 

lugging, toting, pulling, pushing, lifting, and 

pounding) skills.  This is just as it should be.  It is 

caused no doubt by the same gene responsible 

for leading us toward our ham tickets in the first 

place.  

    Finally, let us suppose than in every ham’s 

heart is a soft spot for the local hamfest.  I be-

lieve our hamfest is well above the average both 

in size and quality, so perhaps I have gotten 

spoiled by it.  Since it’s only a couple of miles at 

most from my house, I can well afford to take the 

high road at Dayton, because I could walk home 

with flea market finds from our hamfest.  That’s 

Cont’d on p. 2 
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The LongPath StaffThe LongPath StaffThe LongPath StaffThe LongPath Staff        Its coming, and if you’re a contester 

in Alabama, you need to be part of it.  

The Alabama QSO Party will be held the 

first weekend of June:  your opportunity 

to serve as an on-the-air ambassador to 

our state.  You can operate phone, CW, 

or both.  It’s a great opportunity to hone 

your contest running skills. 

    Negotiations are still under way, but 

we believe a severe weather morato-

rium will be in effect the weekend of the 

party, so we’ll see nothing but blue 

skies, mild temperatures, and great 

propagation. Should you be able to af-

ford a drive through some portion of our 

beautiful state, county hunters will 

thank you. 

    If you’re the stay-at-home type, that’s 

fine too:  there will be plenty of opportu-

nity to follow propagation across the 

world — DX stations are welcome  — 

from the comfort of your shack.   

    For this year’s rules (they’ve changed, 

so even veterans will need to brush up), 

a county map, lists of supported logging 

software, exact dates and times, past 

years’ results, and anything else you 

can think of, visit AQP’s official web site, 

www.alabamaqsoparty.org.  

    We’ll be listening for you! 

73, The Alabama Contest Group 

April Meeting MinutesApril Meeting MinutesApril Meeting MinutesApril Meeting Minutes    
By Jason Amos, KD4BJW 

    The April 8th meeting was called to 

order at 19:00 local time.  DX worked 

was discussed.  Many visitors were pre-

sent, including Greg Sarratt, W7OZK, 

Southeastern division director. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

    Balance: $3,662 announced at the 

meeting, however the correct number is 

3,875.84.  Deposited today: $105, new 

dues received at the meeting: $15. 

    Expenses known to reimburse Tom 

for some prior Ham Fest and Banquet 

expenses. 

    The secretary noted that dues are 

past due, please pay up, notices will be 

going out soon. 

New Members: 

    One member from the mailbox Jamie 

Lucas N7OEY 

    March meeting minutes approved as 

published in the LongPath. 

    Jamie Lucas reinstated as a member. 

    It was announced that W&W Electron-

ics will soon close its doors. 

Old Business: 

 

    Resolution on Ron Shaffer on DX club 

repeater, we traded a mobile rig  as 

reimbursement for the work performed 

and parts required. 

    Ron said the new repeater is on the 

air, being tested and integrated at his 

house, it is under W4VM testing right 

now on our freq.  Ron has been talking 

with Steve and hopes to have it on the 

hill.  Temporarily you may hear two re-

peaters should you be using it in the 

next few days. 

    Lyod Barnett, ham let license expire, 

two meter cavities for sell, east of Deca-

tur, 773 - 4799  Willard Clemons. 

    Kevin Hibbs KG4TEI announced his 

engagement.  Congratulations, Kevin. 

New Business: 

Cont’d on p. 3 
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Short SkipShort SkipShort SkipShort Skip    
By Tom Homsley, N4WBS 

L B Cebik (SK) L B Cebik (SK) L B Cebik (SK) L B Cebik (SK)     

L B Cebik W4RNL passed away on 22 

April.   Many of us have corresponded 

with LB and he was always ready to 

answer questions and help us. A more 

complete story is available at 

http://www.arrl.org/news/

stories/2008/04/22/10059/?nc=1.  

His web site is still 

on-line at http://cebik.com - to access it 

now requires a free registration via site 

host antennex.com. (ARRL Contest Rate 

Sheet). 

Dayton Forums  Dayton Forums  Dayton Forums  Dayton Forums      

Dayton SDR Forum – Saturday May 17 

2008 – 9:00 A.M. – 11:30 A.M. includ-

ing Hands-on SDR Projects, talks by 

Frank Brickle and Phil Harman, and a 

talk on remote operating using digital 

technology.  Also the TAPR Digital Fo-

rum is on Friday, May 16 at 9:15 and 

the Contesting Forum Saturday, May 

17, 2008 11:45 AM - 2:15 PM. All three 

are in Room 1. See all the forums listed 

at http://hamvention.org/hv2008/

forums/grid.htm 

Solar UpdateSolar UpdateSolar UpdateSolar Update    

Sunspot numbers for April 24-30 were 

11, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0 and 0 with a mean of 

1.6. The 10.7 cm flux was 70.4, 69.8, 

69, 68.1, 68.5, 68.6 and 67 with a 

mean of 68.8. Estimated planetary A 

indices were 18, 8, 10, 10, 11, 8 and 9 

with a mean of 10.6. Estimated mid-

latitude A indices were 13, 7, 5, 7, 9, 4 

and 4, with a mean of 7.  (ARRL Propa-

gation Forecast Bulletin) 

Live from DaytonLive from DaytonLive from DaytonLive from Dayton    

For those of us who can’t make it to 

Dayton next weekend, we can follow 

some of the action at http://

w5kub.com/ See the feature story at 

http://www.arrl.org/ 

May ContestsMay ContestsMay ContestsMay Contests    

Information concerning upcoming con-

tests is provided in the current issue of 

QST in the new Contest Corral section. 

Also see the WA7BNM contest calendar 

at http://www.hornucopia.com/

contestcal/contestcal.html 

So long ‘til next time...So long ‘til next time...So long ‘til next time...So long ‘til next time...    

de N4WBSde N4WBSde N4WBSde N4WBS    

  

NADXC OfficersNADXC OfficersNADXC OfficersNADXC Officers    

 President: Tom DuncanTom DuncanTom DuncanTom Duncan, KG4CUY     

duncant1@ds-s.com or 256-539-7544 

 

 Vice President: Kevin Hibbs, Kevin Hibbs, Kevin Hibbs, Kevin Hibbs, KG4TEI 

kg4tei@gmail.com or 606-224-0175 

 

Secretary/Treasurer: Jason AmosJason AmosJason AmosJason Amos, KD4BJW   

kd4bjw@arrl.net or 256-963-6833 

 

Director: Mike Maples, Mike Maples, Mike Maples, Mike Maples, K4ADK     

mmaples9@comcast.net or 256-534-6563 

 

Director: Vic HollandVic HollandVic HollandVic Holland, K4RVH     

k4rvh@arrl.net or 256-721-9106 

DX Club Repeater RevampedDX Club Repeater RevampedDX Club Repeater RevampedDX Club Repeater Revamped    
By Ron Shaffer, W4VM 

    The NADXC Repeater has been re-

vamped for better performance.  Check 

out all of local the chatter about DX on 

the newly-improved DX Club Repeater!    

    We recently installed a new RF deck 

on the 147.30 W4QB Repeater.  It is 

showing much improved receiver per-

formance over the old system so join 

the fun.  Don’t forget to use a plus (600 

khz) offset along with a 103.5 PL 

tone.  Other minor adjustments may 

produce even better performance in the 

coming weeks so stay tuned.   Join the 

talk about DX on 2 meters ! 

73, 

Ron: W4VM 

w4vm@comcast.net 

Get Radio Active!Get Radio Active!Get Radio Active!Get Radio Active!    
By Mike Werner, KF4BOG 

    Get Radio Active presents Amateur 

Radio in the Valley.    This will be held 

July 21st at the Huntsville Public Library 

from 12:00 - 2:00.pm. 

April Meeting MinutesApril Meeting MinutesApril Meeting MinutesApril Meeting Minutes    
(cont’d from p. 2) 

     Ann Santos, WA1S will be the 

speaker at the DX Banquet this year.  

Tickets are $35.00 per seat.  This is a 

$6.00 increase over previous years, this 

compensates for the rise in cost from 

the VBCC and extra travel expenses.   

We need a volunteer to pick Ann up 

from the airport on Friday morning and 

drop her off at the airport on Sunday.  

Please contact Tom for additional infor-

mation. 

    AL QSO party is coming up.  We re-

ceived letter, which Tom read outloud, 

last year was one of the best years with, 

50 entries form AL and 99 out of state.  

There were 3 DX and 5 VE.  Also, 64 of 

67 counties were active and 5 clubs 

entered totaling 15724 QSOs event.    

They are encouraging more to partici-

pate.  The web site, is ala-

bamaqsoparty.org.  This event on June 

7th is a good warm up for Field Day. 

    Meeting adjourned at 19:18 

    Respectfully submitted, 

    Jason Amos, KD4B JW 
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Christmas Island Sponsorship RequestChristmas Island Sponsorship RequestChristmas Island Sponsorship RequestChristmas Island Sponsorship Request    
 

Dear Friends North Alabama  DX Asso-

ciation,  

 

My name is Manuel Alberto Marques, 

CT1BWW I'm also writing this e-mail on 

behalf of Juan, EA3GHZ, Juan Enrique 

EA45EOR and Claudina EC5BME, who 

will be operating with me on Christmas 

Island. We have pursued this dream for 

a long time and now the time has finally 

come. It is a real pleasure to present 

you our project "Christmas island 2008 

DXpedition. Amateur Radio DX'pedition 

OCEANIA ADVENTURE" (please see the 

attached file: sponsor.pdf).  

 

We would like to know if there is any 

possibility of helping us as a sponsor. 

Whatever is important to cover our Ex-

tra Expenses. We're running our website 

here: http://www.dxciting.com/vk9x/  

 

We've already receive Support from 

GREAT DXer's like Toshi JA8BMK with 

your Super Station , Lee ZL2AL (Super 

Pilot for many DXpeditions including 

3Y0X) , Dave K4SV Super DXpedition-

airy and DXer (Also Pilot for TX5C) Den-

nis ZS1AU, Dave VK8AA/VK2CZ also 

exVK9XD also many DXers around give 

us lot of Words with incentive  

Christmas Island on 2007 was on 66th 

place on 100 DXCC TOP Most Wanted.  

 

We will repay your help by placing your 

company Logo on our QSL card, as well 

as placing a link on our website to your 

services.  

Doesn't matter the Support Value, more 

important is that we're working with 

responsability with true dedication.  

 

Thanking in advance on reading this e-

mail, we hope can count with you!  

 

Many Thanks  

 

73s  

 

Christmas Island DXpedition 2008  

"THE WORLD IS OUR STAGE!"  

Oceania Amateur Radio Adventure  

CT1BWW,EA3GHZ,EA5EOR,EC5BME  

visit:http://www.dxciting.com/vk9x  

    This month brings us some sad news.  

Long time antenna guru L.B. Cebik 

pasted away on April.... His website 

http://www.cebik.com/ has long been 

on of the first places to look for antenna 

information.  For now, the site is still 

active and will hopefully remain that 

way for some time to come.  The site 

does now require free registration. 

    Another good reference is http://

www.rfcafe.com/ .  This page is chuck-

full-o-goodness.  There is lots of infor-

mation about standards and different 

radio topics.  Make sure you check out 

the amateur radio section and the slide 

rule section.   

    For the project builder this month I 

wanted to share Monty Northrup's page 

(N5ESE).  http://www.io.com/~n5fc/ . 

Known in the qrp world as one of the 

barbers (do the call sign in Morse code), 

he has presented on his page a pleth-

ora of kits and useful tools for the ham 

wanting to do qrp operation. 

    That is all I have for this month.  If 

there is anything you would like to see 

here or you have a site to recommend 

please send me an email.   

73 for now, 

Kevin, KG4TEI  

not to place less emphasis on our fo-

rum schedule,  which is perennially ex-

cellent, but to indicate with all that goes 

on at our hamfest, it is indeed a juggling 

act, and there are too few hours in a 

day. 

    Well, there you have my recipe for 

marking my ham radio calendar at the 

beginning of the year.  It’s subject to a 

little tweaking here and there, but it 

works well enough.  Just don’t ask me 

to change those three special dates. 

73, 

Tom Duncan, KG4CUY 

From the InternetFrom the InternetFrom the InternetFrom the Internet    
By Kevin Hibbs, KG4TEI 

Ham CalendarHam CalendarHam CalendarHam Calendar    
(cont’d from p. 1) 
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May DX ContestsMay DX ContestsMay DX ContestsMay DX Contests    
By Chuck Lewis, N4NM 

CQCQCQCQ----M Intl. DX Contest (CW & SSB), 160M Intl. DX Contest (CW & SSB), 160M Intl. DX Contest (CW & SSB), 160M Intl. DX Contest (CW & SSB), 160----

10M10M10M10M    

 May. 10, 1200Z to May. 11, 1200Z 

 Exchange: RS(T) plus Serial # 

 See page 80, May QST and www.cq-

m.andys.ru 

   

Allessandro Volta RTTY DX Contest, 80Allessandro Volta RTTY DX Contest, 80Allessandro Volta RTTY DX Contest, 80Allessandro Volta RTTY DX Contest, 80----

10M10M10M10M    

 May 10, 1200Z to May 11, 1200Z 

 Exchange: RST, plus S/N, and CQ 

zone 

 See page 80, May QST and www con-

testvolta.com 

 

Baltic Contest (CW & SSB), (80/75M Baltic Contest (CW & SSB), (80/75M Baltic Contest (CW & SSB), (80/75M Baltic Contest (CW & SSB), (80/75M 

only)only)only)only)    

 May 17, 2100Z to May 18, 0200Z 

 Exchange: RS(T) plus Serial # 

 See page 80, May QST and 

www.lrsf.lt/bcontest 

 

His Majesty King of Spain Contest, His Majesty King of Spain Contest, His Majesty King of Spain Contest, His Majesty King of Spain Contest, 

(CW), 160 (CW), 160 (CW), 160 (CW), 160 –––– 10M 10M 10M 10M    

 May 17, 1800Z to May 18, 1800Z 

 Exchange: RS(T) plus Serial # or EA 

Province 

 See page 80, May QST and 

www.marc.org 

 

All America Contest, (CW), 80All America Contest, (CW), 80All America Contest, (CW), 80All America Contest, (CW), 80----10M10M10M10M    

 May 17, 1500Z to May 18, 2359Z 

 Exchange: RST plus continent (CWJF 

add /M, /QRP, /YL) 

 See page 80, May QST and 

www.powerline.com.br/cwjf 

 

EU PSK DX Contest, 80EU PSK DX Contest, 80EU PSK DX Contest, 80EU PSK DX Contest, 80----10M10M10M10M    

 May 17, 1200Z to May 18, 1200Z 

 Exchange: RST and Serial # (or EU 

area code) 

 See page 80, May QST and 

www.srars.org 

 

CQ WPX CW Contest (CW), 80CQ WPX CW Contest (CW), 80CQ WPX CW Contest (CW), 80CQ WPX CW Contest (CW), 80----10M10M10M10M    

 May. 24, 0000Z to May 25, 2400Z 

 Exchange: RST plus serial # 

 See page 80, Mar. QST or 

www.cqwpx.com 

 

OTHERS: 

  

Portuguese Navy Day Contest  

 1500Z, May 3 to 1500Z, May 4 

 

RSGB 80m Club Championship 

  (SSB),(SSB),(SSB),(SSB), 1900Z-2030Z, May 5 

 

F.I.S.T.S. CW Club Spring Sprint 

  (CWCWCWCW), 1700Z – 2100Z, May 10 

 

VK/Trans-Tasman 80m Contest 

 (Phone)(Phone)(Phone)(Phone) 0800Z-1400Z, May 10 

 

RSGB 80m Club Championship 

 (DATADATADATADATA), 1800Z-2030Z, May 14 

 

EU PSKPSKPSKPSK DX Contest 1200Z 

May 17 to 1200Z, May 18 

 

RSGB 80m Club Championship, (CWCWCWCW), 

1900Z-2030Z, May 18 

 

VK/Trans-Tasman 80m Contest, (CW)(CW)(CW)(CW) 

0800Z-1300Z, May 24 

 

ARCI Hootowl Sprint (CW)(CW)(CW)(CW)  

2000Z-2400Z LOCAL, May 27 

 

RSGB 80m Club Championship, (Data)Data)Data)Data) 

1900Z-2030Z, Jun 2 

 

AlabaAlabaAlabaAlabama QSma QSma QSma QSO ParO ParO ParO Partytytyty    

1601601601600Z, Ju0Z, Ju0Z, Ju0Z, Jun 7 to n 7 to n 7 to n 7 to 0400040004000400Z, Jun 8Z, Jun 8Z, Jun 8Z, Jun 8    

    

RSGB National Field Day  

1500Z, Jun 7 to 1500Z, Jun 8 

 

IARU Region 1 Field Day, (CW)(CW)(CW)(CW)  

1500Z, Jun 7 to 1459Z, Jun 8 

 

RSGB 80m Club Championship, (CW)(CW)(CW)(CW)  

1900Z-2030Z, Jun 11 

 

Dates & times often change or are mis-

printed in the journals; beware. 

 

Chuck, N4NM 
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Cycle 23Cycle 23Cycle 23Cycle 23----24 Transition24 Transition24 Transition24 Transition    
By Jerry Cross, N4NO 

    Here are Jerry’s most recent compila-

tions of data concerning the transition 

from cycle 23 to cycle 24. 

    The top chart shows the average flux 

levels of the past five cycles, centered 

around the end of cycle. 

    The bottom chart deals only with 

cycles 23 and 24, moving the projected 

end date to January, 2008. 

    Whatever the exact date is, make 

hay on the low bands while you can, 

and get ready for increasing high band 

activity.  While you’re longing for those 

high bands, remember, prime 6m sea-

son is just around the corner. 

DX Banquet ReminderDX Banquet ReminderDX Banquet ReminderDX Banquet Reminder 

    Hamfest committee meetings are 

under way, so we’re assured of having 

one again this year.  W1AW/4 is again 

on the agenda, this year with an im-

proved antenna.  Keep your fingers 

crossed for good daytime conditions 

and low QRN. 

    The annual DX Banquet will be held 

on Hamfest Saturday, August 16th in 

the Ballet Room of the VBC.  Our 

speaker will be Ann Santos, WA1S, of 

the TX5C Clipperton DXpedition. 

    Tickets are $35 per person.  Since 

both the YLRL Convention and ARRL 

Southeastern Division convention are 

held in conjunction with the hamfest, 

we’re hoping for a good crowd at the 

banquet.  Get your tickets today from 

Jason Amos, KD4GJW, 

kd4gjw@arrl.net, or (256) 963-6833.  

Check out www.hamfest.org for official 

Hamfest updates. 


